
1060 Russian Chemical Reviews, 41 (12), 1972

U.D.C. 537.311.62

Molecular Structures of Cyclic Organophosphorus Compounds

L.S.Khaikin and L.V.Vilkov

The structural data for various classes of cyclic organophosphorus compounds published up to 1972 are systematically reviewed.
The geometrical parameters are classified in accordance with the concepts of the valence states of atoms in the molecule and the
types of chemical bonds. The dependence of bond lengths and valence angles in various cyclic systems on the number of atoms
in the latter is discussed. Endocyclic parameters are compared with exocyclic parameters and also with the corresponding para-
meters of acyclic structures. Such comparison makes it possible, in particular, to characterise the influence of exocyclic sub-
stituents on cyclic systems which is sometimes reflected in a considerable change of the geometrical parameters. The results
of studies on the conformational relations in cyclic phosphorus-containing structures are described.
The bibliography includes 274 references.
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I. INTRODUCTION

Among organophosphorus compounds, cyclic derivatives
are fairly common. Much information concerning the
geometrical parameters and conformational characteristics
of these compounds has now accumulated and a systematic
account of such data is a timely and important task. We
attempted to carry this out using as a theoretical basis for
the classification of the geometrical parameters the con-
cepts of the valence state of atoms in the molecule and the
types of chemical bonds (in the sense of the classical
theory of structure) 1~3. The review gives a compilation
of experimental spectroscopic and diffraction data
employed to determine molecular geometry and published
up to 1972.

The vast majority of these data appeared after the
publication of fundamental reviews on the stereochemistry
of phosphorus compounds in the compilations "Topics in
Phosphorus Chemistry" 4 and "Topics in Stereochemistry" 5

and also reviews on the stereochemistry of phosphorus
sulphides6, compounds with a PP bond7, phosphonitriles8'9,
and cyclophosphazanes10.

Data quoted in our earlier review11 are used for com-
parison with the geometrical parameters of cyclic struc-
tures. Owing to lack of space, the geometrical isomerism
determined by the orientation of exocyclic substituents
around the phosphorus atom and other ring atoms is not
discussed, although this problem is undoubtedly closely
related to that of the conformation of cyclic structures.

II. PHOSPHINOBORINES [(I) - (III) ]

The phosphinoborine cyclic systems consist of PB
bonds, both atoms being tetracoordinate (Table 1). The
comparatively scanty information concerning the structure
of phosphinoborines at present available precludes a suf-
ficiently far-reaching analysis of their chemical structure.
The lengths of the PB bonds in the rings are the same in
each structure within the limits of experimental error.
Exocyclic PC bonds have the usual length for single bonds
formed by tetracoordinate phosphorus. However,
regardless of the complexity of the ring, the length of the
PB bond in phosphinoborines is greater than the sum of
Pauling's covalent radii (1.91 A) 12 and also somewhat
greater than the lengthof the analogous bond in acyclic
structures (1.83—1.95 A). Although the phosphorus atom
in phosphinoborines is formally pentacovalent, the way
this property is reflected in the length of the PB bonds,
which cannot be regarded as single bonds, is at least
unusual.

The endocyclic valence angles are determined to a
considerable degree by the dimensions of the ring system.
It is striking that, with increase of the number of PB units
in the ring, the endocyclic BPB phosphorus valence angle
increases apparently to a greater extent than the PBP
boron valence angle.

The structures of phosphinoborines have been investi-
gated only in the crystalline state and the conformations
of their ring systems have been found to be non-planar
under these conditions.
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Table 1. Phosphinoborines*.

Compound

(Ph2PBI2)2 (I)

(MejPBH^j (II)

(Me2PBH2)! (Ill)

Ring
conformation

non-planar

chaii

saddle

Endocyclic bonds

bond type

->U-
i \°

ditto

»

bond length,
A

2.00(0.03)

1.935(0.009)

1.932(0,024)

Exocyclic bonds

bond type

1 S

JC_C_

ditto

bond length,
A

1.81(0.02)

1.837(0.007)

1.868(0,012)

Endocyclic valence
angles

angle

BPB
PBP

BPB
PBP

BPB
PBP

magnitude,
deg

88.0
88.1

118.1(1.2)
112,2(0.9)

125**
104**

Exocyclic valence
angles

angle

CPC

CPC
BPC

CPC
BPC

magnitude,
deg

103.5

100.4(0.9)
109.1(0.6)

104.2(1.7)
110,2(0.7)

Research
technique

X-ray

ditto

»

References

13

14

IS

*Here and henceforth the subscript c denotes atoms forming part of the ring system.
**This value is quoted by Goldstein and Jacobson16.

Table 2. Phosphabenzenes.

Compound

Endocyclic bonds

bond type bond length,
A

Exocyclic bonds

bond type bond
length, A

Endocyclic valence
angles

angle magnitude,
deg

Exocyclic valence
angles

angle magnitude,

planar 1.743
(0.005)

CPC
PCC

102.4
(0.2)

122.9 X-ray

1.75 CPC
PCC

103
124

(mean)

I I
-P — OF

1.749
(0.005)

1.806
(0.006)

CPC

PCC

104.72
(0.23)
119.90
(0.35)

CPC

C PC

101.32
(0.27)
112.8
(mean)

(VII)
1.72

(0.02)
1.58

(0.02)
CPC
PCC

107 (2)
120 (2)

OPO
C PO

93 (2)
114 (2)

1.739
(0.004)

1.659
(0.003)

CPC
PCC

105.0 (0.2)
119.9 (0.3)

NPN
CPN

101.6 (0.2)
112.6
(mean)

IE. PHOSPHABENZENES [(IV)-(VIII)]

Compounds of this class are derivatives of benzene in
which a phosphorus atom replaces one of the carbon atoms
of the benzene ring (Table 2). The planar six-membered
phosphabenzene ring is one of the first structures where
the phosphorus atom was obtained in a dicoordinate statef.

t The existence of dicoordinate phosphorus in the
perchlorates of phosphamethinecyanine derivatives was
known previously17"19. In the cations [(CgHgNS^P]4" 18

and [(CiiHioN)2PJ+,19 the phosphorus atom forms two PC
bonds in each case. In the first case, the cation is
almost planar and has a symmetrical structure [r(PC) =
1.76 ± 0.01 A, ZCPC = 104.6°]. In the second case, the
cation was found to be asymmetric, which is shown by a
difference between the angles of rotation of the CUHKJN
residues about the PC bonds and by the non-equivalence
of the bonds themselves [r(PC) = 1.77 ± 0.01 and 1.81 ±
0.01 A; ZCPC = 100.4°].

According to X-ray diffraction data, both endocyclic PC
bonds in (IV) and (V) have the same length, which is inter-

I /
mediate between the average lengths of — P=C bonds

(1.65-1.78 A) of single PC bonds (1.74-1.94 A) in acyclic
structures " . The four CC bonds in the ring also have
the same length (1.388 ± 0.009 A). The planarity of the
six-membered cyclic system is achieved by an increase
of the PCC and CCC angles to 122-126°, while the CPC
angle is relatively small (102-103°).

In compound (IV), the displacement of the atoms in the
heterocycle from the optimum mean-square plane does not
exceed 0.005 A . The displacement of the exocyclic C(7),
C(8), and Co) atoms from the plane of the ring is not more
than 0.024 A. All these data suggest that the phosphaben-
zene ring system is aromatic. The NMR and ultraviolet
spectroscopic data are consistent with this conclusion25.
With increase of the coordination number of phosphorus
to four, the equivalence of the endocyclic PC (as well as
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Table 3. Phospholes and phospholenes.

Compound

HC=CH

HC r.

'P—Ph 00
3 2/

H C = C

HC—CH Cl

HC-—CHjX)

H2C- CH2 c :

1 / (XII)

Me Me

Ring con-
formation

envelope
(weak)

ditto

envelope
Jmethylene
group
dosest to
P atom
displaced
from plane
of ring)

half
chair

Endocyclic bonds

bond type

\ p f y

ditto

-Mr-

ditto

J-C =

1 1;p p

r c\v

bond
length,A

1.783
(0.005)

1.822

1.835
(0.008)

1.830
(0.008)

1.791
(0.008)

1.768
(0.009)

1.762
(0,009)

Exocyclic

bond type

\p-C-

=p —a
1

—P = 0

l c

=pc_a
1

1

1 1
P Q
| C |

1

bonds

bond :
length, A

1.858
(0.005)

1.822

2.040
(0.008)

1.440
(0.010)

2.057
(0.008)

1.451
(0.009)

1.864
(0.012)

1.471
(0.007)

Endocyclic valence angles

angle

CPC

PCC

-

CPC

PCC

CPC

PCC

CP=C

CPC

PCC

PC—C

magnitude
deg

90.7
(0.2)

110.0
(0.4)

98.5
(1.5)

101.3
(1.5)

94.2
(1.0)

102.6
(calc.)

112.8
(1.0)

104.3
(0-4)

108.5

(0.6)

123.6
(0.6)

Exocyclic valence angles

angle

C PC

PCCph

C PC
c

CP=O
C1P = O

CPCI

CCP=O
C1P=O

- C C P C I

1
=C.PC1

lc

1

lc

CP=O

—C PC
lc

- C P C

magnitude,
deg

106.0
(0.2)

116,4
(0.4)

105.3

118.3
115.3(2,0)

101.3(1.0)

117.5(3.0)
114,8(3.0)

105.6(2.0)

97.0(2.0)

113.8(0.4)

109.6(0.5)

110.2(0,5)

104.7(0.5)

M
et

ho
d

X-ray

ditto

el.dif

ditto

X-ray

Refs.

30

31

32

33

34

CC) bonds in phosphabenzene remains unaffected. Within
the limits of experimental error, their length remains the
same as for dicoordinate phosphorus and the endocyclic
CPC angle increases only by 2—4°. However, the ring
conformation deviates a little from planarity. Thus in
compound (VI) the maximum displacement of a ring atom
from the optimum plane reaches 0.055 A. In compounds
(VII) and (VIII), the displacement of the ring C atoms from
the C(3)PC(5> plane reaches up to 0.11 and 0.055 A respec-
tively. Although on passing from di- to tetra-coordinate
phosphorus, the geometry of the phosphabenzene ring
changes little, the problem of the aromaticity of the ring
system in the latter case is more complex. This is
particularly due to the ill-defined role of the d orbitals of
phosphorus 26.

IV. PHOSPHOLES [(IX)-(X)] AND PHOSPHOLENES
[(XI)-(XIII)]

According to microwave studies, the ring system of
pyrrole, the nitrogen analogue of phosphole, is planar27'28.

However, the first determinations of the structure of phos-
phole derivatives (Table 3) by X-ray diffraction showed
that their five-membered ring with tricoordinate phos-
phorus and two C=C double bonds (1.350 A) is non-planar.
In particular, in compound (IX) the phosphorus atom
deviates from the plane of the remaining ring atoms by
0.21 A (the "envelope" conformation). The exocyclic Qej
atom is displaced relative to this plane in the direction
opposite to that of the displacement of the phosphorus atom,
i.e. it is, as it were, located in an equatorial position.
According to one view29, based on thermochemical data
and semiempirical quantum-chemical calculations, the
phosphole ring system may be aromatic. However, the
barrier to the inversion of the phosphorus atom (16
kcal mole"1), obtained from the NMR spectra of 1-iso-
propyl-2-niethyl-5-phenylphosphole36, is fairly high. The
experimental structural parameters of phospholes do not
indicate any significant delocalisation of electrons over the

five-membered ring, although the Pc~ C c^oond in the

ring is probably somewhat shorter and approaches the
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length of the =PC —Ccfbond involving tetracoordinate phos-

phorus in phospholenesj.
Phospholenes—phosphorus-carbon heterocycles with

one double bond—also have non-planar conformations, the
characteristics of which are determined, in particular,
by the position of the double bond relative to the phos-
phorus atom,, According to electron diffraction data,
compound (XI) has the envelope conformation with dis-
placement of the phosphorus atom from the plane of the
ring. The C(2)PC(5)/CCC dihedral angle in this structure

% On the basis of a combined spectroscopic study
(infrared, ultraviolet, and NMR spectra)36'37, it has been
suggested that ir electrons are delocalised in the six-
membered PC system of the hexaphenyldiphosphonin-
cyclohexadiene cation.

'.X

However, X-ray diffraction data do not agree with the
delocalisation hypothesis, at any rate in the analogous
system with alkyl substituents38: r(C=C)c = 1.340(0.009) A,
r (PC)C = 1.788(0.008) A, and r(PC) = 1.793(0.003) A,
and the average valence angle of the phosphorus atom

is 109.5 ± 0.5°; the average valence angle of the C=

atoms is 120.0 ± 2.2'
to within 0.003 A.

The ring was found to be planar

is 13°. In compound (XII), the methylene group closest to
the phosphorus atom is displaced from the P—C=C—C
plane (dihedral angle 27°). In the condensed system
(XIII), studied in the crystalline phase, the Ĉ 4>, C(5>,
C(6)J and P atoms are coplanar to within 0.05 A, while the
C(2) and Co) atoms are 0.6 A and 0.2 A above and below
this plane.

V. SATURATED PHOSPHORUS-CARBON HETERO-
CYCLES [(XIV)-(XXIV)]

One of the most interesting saturated PC ring systems
is ethylenephosphine (XIV)—a three-membered ring with
tricoordinate phosphorus (Table 4). According to
microwave data, the CPC endocyclic angle in this com-
pound is only 47.4° ± 0.5°. This is the smallest valence
angle of the phosphorus atom ever found. The length of

\ 'the ?Pc-C c - bonds is geater by 0.017 A than in the open-
/ I

chain analogue HP(CH3)2 (1.850 A).11

According to X-ray diffraction data, in six-membered
rings with tricoordinate phosphorus [compounds (XV) and
(XVI)], the CPC endocyclic angle increases to about 98°

\ I
and the Pc—Cc- bonds are shortened to the usual value

/ J
of 1.84 — 1.85 A. Both these rings have a non-planar
conformation of the chair type with an axial location of the
exocyclic phenyl substituent at the phosphorus atom des-
pite the difference between the crystal fields in their
mac restructures. The deviation of the ring atoms from
the average plane diminishes somewhat at its phosphorus
end.

Table 4.

Compound

H - ? x j (xiv)
CH2

C H y - C H ^

O=C< iP—Pli (XV)

CR>—CH,

C4 , p _ p h (xvi)
M«O/ \ H - ^

Me Me
Me C OH

Me Me

Me ^
Me C O

^ q 0 / p - \ (xvm)

^ A ph

Me Me

(Me/P = O ar-form)

Ring
conformation

planar

chair

ditto

non-planar

ditto

Saturated phosphorus —carbon heterocycles.

Endocyclic bonds

bond type

ditto

j

J-i-
\° f

ditto

bond
length, A

1,867
(0,005)

1.838
(0.005)

1.855
(0.005)

1.83
(0,02)

1.88
(0.02)

Exocyclic bonds

bond type

>c~H

\ yf

ditto

J.-O-

i C
1

bond
length, A

1.428
(0.005)

1.837
(0.005)

1.854
(0.005)

1.54
(0,01)

1.48
(0.01)

1.79
(0.01)

1.50
(0.02)

Endocyclic
valence angles

angle

CPC

CPC

PCC

PCP

PCC

CPC

PCC

CPC

PCC

magnitude,
deg

47.4
(0.5)

98.2
(0.2)

116.5
(0.2)

97.7
(0.2)

116.3
(0.2)

82.5
(0.5)

86.0
(0.6)

81.9
(0.6)

86.7
(0.8)

Exocyclic
valence angles

angle

CPH

CCPC

CCPC

C P = Oc

C p hP=O

C PCPh

magni-
tude, deg

95.2
(0.5)

102.9
(0.2)

102.3
(0.2)

(106—121)

120.0
(0.6)

110.0
(0.6)

111.4
(0.6)

Method

microwave

X-ray

ditto

»

Refs.

39

40

41

42

43
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Table 4 (continued)..

Compound

Me Me

Me C Ph

C3 J ^ (XIX)

Mo Me
(Me/P = 0 trans-form)

M < / Me

*\ /^\ ̂ °
- A > / \ , <XX)

Me Me

^ 3 2 i p ' (XXI)

H ^ — C H , ™
IP, (XX,,)

L »AHjC5 CH, 0

i > >"hf\ 1 (xxm)

H,i: CH, s CH2—CH,

CH2—CH , ' S CH,—CH,

/ 8 ' i p—P CH,(XXIV

^ C H , - C H ?
/ IXcH-eH?

Ring
conformation

non-planar

ditto

half chair
(twisted
envelope)

non-planar

ditto

Endocyclic bonds

bond type

| |
=P-C-

,c | C

ditto

1 s

bond
length, A

1.836
(0,004)

1.84
(0.03)

1,836
(0,015)

1.786
(0.017)

1,820
(0,007)

1.810
(0.011)

Exocyclic

bond type

1 / '
fC C^5

|
= P C - C I

= P — Cl
lc

- P ' - O
lc

P1

1 c

1
- P =0

lc
1 1

= p —p.=

p1

~Pic"s

J-p' =
1° l»

-p'=S
!c

Jonds

bond
length, A

1.809
(0.004)
1,494

(0.002)

2.06
(0.01)

1.48
(0.02)

2.032
(0.-015)
1.441

(0.010)

1.567
(0.006)

1.473
(0.01)

2.210
(0.004)

1.950
(0.002)

2.21
(0.004)

1.950
(0.004)

Endocyclic
valence angles

angle

CPC

PCC

CPC

PCC

CPC

CPC

PCC

CPC

PCC

CPC

PCC

magnitude,
deg

81.3
(0.2)
87.1
(0-2)

85.9
(1.1)

84.2
(1.5)

86(2)

94.8
(0.5)

106.0
(1-5)

96.6
(0.3)

105.0
(0.6)

101.8
(0.4)

108.8
(0.8)

Exocyclic
valence angles

angle

C.P=O
c

CphP=O

c

C.P=O
c

C1P=O

C.PC1

C P=O
c

CIP=O
CCPC1

CP=O
OP=O

CPO

CP=S
PP=S

CPP

CP=S
PP=S

CPP

magni-
tude, deg

115.2
(0.2)

109,2
(0.2)

116 9
(0.'2)

122.0
(1-1)

110.1
(0.8)

107.1
(0.9)

121

118(3)
103(3)

116(mean)
113.4

(0.5)

107.4(mean7

117,6(1.0)
111.1(1,0)

106.3(1.0)

115.3(0.4)
112.7(0.2)

105.2(0.4)

Method

X-ray

ditto

eL dif.

X-ray

ditto

Refs.

44

45

46

47

48

49

The distribution of torsion angles is as follows (in
degrees):

in (XV)
in (XVI)

in (XV)
in (XVI)

P C(2)C(3) (

—49.8
—58.0

C(4)C(5)C(6)P

+56.3
+56.1

C(2)C(3)C(4)C(5)
+53.0
+ 62.4

C(5)C(6)PC(2)
—47,6
—44.7

C(3)C(4)C(5)C(6)
—56.1
—60.5

C(6)PC(2)C(3)
+ 44.3
+45.5

According to the NMR spectrum, in a solution of com-
pound (XVI), one conformation also predominates, as has
been suggested for the solid phase41.

In saturated four-, five-, and six-membered rings
with tetracoordinate phosphorus, the length of the

I I
=PC—Cc— bonds does not differ, within the limits of

I I
experimental error, from the values found for open-chain
compounds. At the same time, the endocyclic CPC angles
are determined by the ring size and increase from 82—86°
in compounds (XVII)-(XXI) to 94.5-96.5° in compounds
(XXH) and (XXIII) and to 102° in compound (XXIV). How-
ever, the last value is still less than the analogous angle
in open-chain compounds (104-109°). n The ring con-
formations in these compounds are also non-planar. The

displacement of the atoms from the optimal mean-square
plane in the four-membered rings of (XVII)—(XXI) is
0.10—0.15 A. The dihedral angles and other characteris-
tics of the conformations of the rings§ are given in Table 5.

In compounds (XVIII)—(XX), the single methyl group at
the Co) atom is fixed in the equatorial position. Thus in
these structures there is geometrical isomerism deter-
mined by the position of the exocyclic substituent at the P
atom.

In the five-membered ring of (XXII), the P, C<2), C(4>,
and C(5) atoms are approximately in the same plane (the
angle between the normals to the PC<2)C(5) and PC(5)Cu>

§ In the cyclic cation

< \ /Ph

the C(2)PC(4)/C(2)C(3)C(4) dihedral angle i s 24°. The
remaining structural parameters have the following
values: r (PC) c = 1.93(0.02) A, Z(CPC)C = 82.6°, and
Z(PCC)C = 84.7°. The methyl group at the C (3)atom is
in the cis -position relative to the phenyl group.
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planes is only 5°), from which only the Co) atom deviates
significantly. The torsion angles relative to the bonds in
the ring have the following values starting from PC<2>:
5°, 24°, 36°, 30°, and 14°T.

dicoordinate phosphorus atom. The exocyclic PCI bonds
in (XXVII), (XXIX), and (XXX) occupy axial positions.
Their lengths (2.17-2.19 A) are unusual for covalent bonds
of tricoordinate phosphorus. They are significantly longer
than in all the cases known previously (2.04 — 2.08 A). u

Table 5.

Compound

(XVII)
(XVIII)
(XIX)
(XX)
(XXI)

Dihedral angles,deg

C(2)PC(4)/

C(2)C(3)C(4)

19.6
21.6
23.8
26.4

10and35

PC(2)C(3)/

PC(4)C(3)

20.6
22.3

C(2) r c(4)/

XP=O

91.6
91.1

Position of P=O bond

ax.
ad-
mixture of isomers
with ax. and eq.
P=O bonds in pro-
portions of 4 : 1

Position of
CHj group
a t C(3) atom
relative to
P=O bond

CIS-

trans-
cis-

VI. PHOSPHADIAZOLES [(XXV)-(XXVm)], PHOSPHA-
OXADIAZOLES (XXIX), AND PHOSPHAOXAZOLES (XXX)

After phosphabenzenes, phosphadiazoles are the second
class of compounds in which the existence of dicoordinate
phosphorus was demonstrated (Table 6). The planarity of
the five-membered ring system with dicoordinate phos-
phorus was studied by electron diffraction. The experi-
mental geometrical parameters and the vibration, ultra-
violet, and NMR spectroscopic data for compounds of this
class *z>53>5a suggest that electrons are delocalised in the
phosphadiazole rings of (XXV) and (XXVI) as in phospha-
benzene derivatives.

The conformation of the five-membered rings with tri-
coordinate phosphorus in compounds (XXVII), (XXIX), and
(XXX) is non-planar: the phosphorus atom is markedly
displaced from the plane of the remaining four atoms
(envelope conformation). According to electron diffrac-
tion data, the dihedral angles characterising the displace-
ment of the phosphorus atom from the plane are respec -
tively 28.8°, 20.0°, and 23.0°. The lengths of the
endocyclic PO and PN bonds are normal for tricoordinate
phosphorus u t . At the same time, it is striking that the
endocyclic valence angle at the tricoordinate phosphorus
atom is appreciably greater (by about 5°) than that at the

11 A fundamentally identical ring conformation was
5:found in the cation

- C H 2

where the torsion angles have the following values (also
starting from PC(2>): 5°, 26°, 40°, 36°, and 17°. The
remaining parameters of this structure are as follows:
r(PC)c = 1.765(0.02) A, r(PCMe) = 1.80(0.02) A,
r(PCph) = 1.76(0.02) A, Z(CPC)C = 94.8(1.1)°, Z(PCC)c =
101.1(1.7)°.

t Anomalous PN bond lengths were found by X-ray
diffraction in the structure of the cation C14P(NCH3)2C

+C1-
a planar four-m ember ed ring system with hexacoordinate
phosphorus59. The lengths of both PN bonds—axial
(1.91 ± 0.04 A) and equatorial (1.85 ± 0.06 A)—are sig-
nificantly greater than the sum of the covalent radii
after correction for heteropolarity (1.75 A). This can
also be said^of the exocyclic PCI bonds (2.15 ± 0.02 A and
2.09 ± 0.02 A) found in this structure.

VII. PHOSPHONITRILES [(XXXI) - (LXI) ]

Phosphonitriles are cyclic structures comprising a
I

variable number of formally unsaturated -P=N— units
I

formed by tetracoordinate quinquevalent phosphorus and
dicoordinate tervalent nitrogen. Nevertheless there is no
alternation of single and multiple bonds in phosphonitriles
(Table 7).

1. Phosphonitriles with Identical Substituents at the
Phosphorus Atoms [(XXXD-(L)]t

When the substituents at all the phosphorus atoms are
the same, the PN bonds in the ring have the same length,
which however is much smaller, particularly in more
complex rings, when the number of ring units n > 4, than

I / I
the = P - N ( (1.60-1.71 A) and even -P=N- (up to 1.64 A)

I X I
bond lengths in acyclic structures u . The length of the
PN endocyclic bonds is significantly influenced by the
substituents at the phosphorus atom. Whereas in the
trimers this effect is relatively smalljthe average r(PN)
remains within the limits 1.58 ± 0.02 A], in the octafluoro-
tetramer (XLIII) r(PN) = 1.507 A and in the decachloro-
pentamer (XLVII) r(PN) = 1.521 A, which is far outside the
range of the other values. Although the endocyclic valence
angles of the phosphorus atom vary in these structures
comparatively little (117-123°), these changes are also
related to the properties of the substituents. A large
NPN angle is obtained when the substituents are halogen
atoms. The range of variation of the PNP angles is much
greater (120-149°). A gradual increase in the PNP
angles takes place with increase of ring size up to
hexamers, but subsequently the angles appear to decrease.
A systematic effect of the properties of exocyclic substi-
tuents on the PNP angles could not be discovered.

It is interesting that the ratio of the ranges of variation
of the NPN and PNP angles in phosphonitriles is the
reverse of the ratio of the ranges of variation of the BPB
and PBP angles in phosphinoborines (see above).

The conformations of the phosphonitrile ring systems
bear a definite relation to the number of PN units. The
trimers (XXXI)-(XXXVIII) have planar or almost planar
ring conformations, the average endocyclic angle being
always close to 120°. As a rule, the deviations from the
ideal symmetry Z>3h are minimal: the displacement of the
ring atoms from the plane usually does not exceed 0.07 A.
More pronounced distortions were found in only two cases.
In compound (XXXII), five ring atoms lie in one plane,o
while one of the N atoms is displaced from it by 0.15 A.
In (XXXIII), two nitrogen atoms are displaced from the
plane of the remaining ring atoms in opposite directions

% Symmetrical phosphonitriles with non-geminal
substituents [compounds (XLI), (XLV), and (XLVI)]
are also included here.
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Table 6. Phosphadiazoles, phosphaoxadiazoles, and phosphaoxazoles.

Compound

Me—c

H—C

Me—

H2C

H,C

V-c. (xxvj
^ p / %

•C=N
N—Ph CXXVI)

C=P

^P—Cl (XXVII)

N

\l«

V ^ V 1 (xxvn.)

Me-/ V*k.
\ — / \MC

Ms—

H2C

C—0

/ p - c i (xxix)

N—N
XMe

X P _ C I (xxx)

Ring
conformation

planar

ditto

envelope

non-planar

envelope

ditto

Endocyclic bonds

bond type

=Po-Nc/

- P C = C C <

-Pc=Cc<(

>Pc-Nc<

>PC-NC<

>P C - ° c -

> P c - N c <

> P c - O C -

bond
length^.

1,68
(0.01)
1.75

(0.01)
1.65

(0.03)
1.75

(0.03)

1.68
(assumed)

1.644
(0.006)

1.70
(0.015)

1.60
(0.015)

1,692
(0,013)
1.622

(0.013)

Exocyclic bonds

bond type

—

>c-Cl

=PC—CI

>Pc~ci

>c-CI

bond
length, A

2.19
(0.02)

2.069
(0.003)

1.492
(0.005)

2.170
(0,005)

2.174
(0.009)

Endocyclic valence angles

angle

NPC

PNN

NPC

PNN

NPN
PNC

CCN

NPN

PNC

NPO

PNN
POC

NPO
POC

CCO=CCN

PNC

magnitude
deg

89.0
(1.5)

115.0
(2.5)

92

110
(assumed)

89.3
113.7

(1.0)
106.2

(1.5)

108.3
(0.3)

120.1
(mean)

95

108
105.5

93,9
115.6
107.8

(1.0)
112.7

(1.0)

Exocyclic valence angles

angle

—

NPCI

NPC1

NP=O

CIP=O

NPC1=
=OPC1

NPCI

OPC1

magnitude,
deg

102 (2)

103,0
(mean)

115.8
(mean)

109.2
(0.2)

101 (1)

101.2
(1.5)

98.1
(1.5)

Method

el. dif.

ditto

»

X-ray

el. dif.

ditto

Refs.

52

53

54

55

56

57

Table 7.

Compound Ring
conformation

Endocyclic bonds

bond type
[en^f)A

Exocyclic bonds

bond type

Endocyclic valence angles

magnitude,

Exocyclic valence angles

angle magnitude,.

(NPPh2)3 (XXXI)

[NP(—N=C=S)jj3(XXXH)

[NP(OPh)2]3 (XXXIII)

[NP(OCH|)g]3 (XXXIV)

(NPO2C6H4)3 (XXXV)

(NPF2)3 (XXXVIa)

(NPF2)3 (XXXVlb)

(NPC12)3 (XXXVIIa)

chair
'weak)

non-planar
(weak)

non-planar
(weak)

boat
(weak)

planar

ditto

•

chair
(weak)

A. Phosphonj

ditto

»

•

triles with all s

1,597(0.006)

1.58(0.05)

1.575(0.002)

1.572(0.006)

1.576(0.002)

1.586(0.013)

1.560(0.012)

1.582(0.005)

jbsti

-

tuents of tl

-fc-O-

ditto

_ |

ditto

-jjc-C

le same type at

1,804(0.007)

1.63(0.01)

1.582(0.002)

1.584(0.005)

1.598

1.548(0.013)

1,521(0.012)

2,006(0.003)

the phosphoru

NPN
PNP

NPN
PNP

NPN
PNP

NPN
PNP

NPN
PNP

NPN=PNP

NPN
PNP

NPN=PNP

s atoms
117.8(0.4)
122.1(0.3)

119(3)
121 (4)

117.3(0.2)
121.9(0.3)

118.4(0.25)
121.0(0,25)

119
122

120.0
(assume)

119,4(0.9)
120.3(0.9)

119.7(0.2)
(mean)

CPC
NPC

NPN
NCPN
PNC
N = C = S

OPO
NPO
POC

(OPO)
NPO
(POQC

(OPO)C

NPO

F P F

FPF
NPF

C1PC1

103.8(0.3)
108.6(0.3)

100 (1)
109 (2)
152 (10)
175 (2)

98.1
110.0
123.2

102.7(0.25)
108-6(0.25)
120.0(0.4)

97
107.0

98.8(3.0)

99.1(0.7)
109.0(0.6)

101.5(1.5)

X-ray

ditto

»

»

el. dif

X-ray

el. dif

72

73

74

75

76

77

78

79
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Table 7 (continued).

Compound

(NPC12)3 (XXXVIIb)

(NPBr2)3 (XXXIII)

(NPMe2)4 (XXXIX)

[NP(NMe2)2]4 (XL)

N4P4Ph4(NHMe)*(XLl)

[NP(OMe)2l4 (XLII)

(NPF2)4 (XLIII)

(NPCI2)4 (XLIVa)
(K-ioim)

(NPC12)4 (XLIVb)
(f-form) )

N4P4Ph4Cl4(XLV)
trans-isomei

N4P4Ph4Cl* (XLVI)
cis- isomer

(NPClj), (XLVII)

[NP(NMe2)2]a (XLVIII)

[NP(OMe)2]8 (XLIX)

( N C P l ^ L )

Ring
conformation

chair
(weak)

ditto

saddle

ditto

chair

saddle

planar

boat

chair

chair

crown

nearly
planar

boat

consists of
two plane and
parallel
segments

plane
fibres

Endocyclic bonds

. , I bond
bond type j iengtH>A

ditto

»

»

»

»

ditto

>

>

»

»

1.581(0.003

1.576(0,008

1.596(0.005)

1.578(0,01)

1.59(0.01)

.570(0.01)

1.507(0.017)

.570(0.01)

.559(0.012)

. 57 (mean)

,573(0.008)

.521(0.02)

.563(0.01)

1.561(0.005)

1,60

Endocyclic bonds

bond type

—PC--C1

il
—&—Br

-U-
f 1

-jjc-<

-K
-he
-h-
- |jc-P

— PC—CI

ditto

-

—

H

3
'c—ci

ditto

il /

-U-
•i

bond
length, A

1.993(0,002

2.162(0.004

1.805(0.008

1-679(0.01)

1.81(0.01)

1:68(0.01)

1.581(0.01)

1.514(0.015

1,989(0.004)

1.992(0.004)

1.79 (mean).

2.03 (mean)

1.783(0.010)

2.042(0.004)

1.961(0.01)

1.669(0.01)

1.576(0.005)

Endocyclic valence angles

angle

NPN
PNP

NPN
PNP

NPN
PNP

NPN
PNP

NPN
PNP

NPN
PNP

NPN
PNP

NPN
PNP

NPN
PNP

NPN
PNP

NPN
PNP

NPN
PNP

NPN
PNP

NPN
PNP

NPN
PNP

magnitude,
deg

118.4(0.2)
121.4(0.3)

118.5(0.6)
121.4(0,6)

119,8 (0.3)
131.9(0.3)

120.1(0.5)
133.0(0.6)

120 (mean)
128 (mean)

121.0(0.6)
132.2(0,7)

122.7(1.0)
147,2(1.4)

121,2(0,5)
131.3(0.6)

120.5(0,7)
35.6 (mean)

20 (mean)
35.5 Kmean)

121.2(0.5)
137.4(0.5)

118.3(1.0)
148.6(1,5)

120.0(0.5)
147.5(0.7)

116.7(mean)
136.7 (mean)

119
127

Endocyclic valence angles

angle

C1PC1
NPC1

BrPBr
NPBr

CPC
NPC

NPN
PNC
CNC
N t PN

CPN
PNC

OPO
POC
NPO

FPF
NPF

C1PC1
C1PN

C1PCI
C1PN

CIPC

C1PC

C1PC1
C1PN

NPN
PNC
CNC

NcPN

OPO
POC

NCPO

magnitude,
deg

101.4(0.1)
108.9(0.3)

102.1(0.1)
108,8(0.5)

104.1(0.3)
108.0 (mean)

103-8(0.5)
119.1 (mean)

116.0(1.0)
108 (mean))

106.0(0.5)
120(0,5)

105.5(0.5)
121.0(0.9)
107.4(0.5)

99.9(1.0)
108.0(1.0)

102.8 (0.2)
108 (mean).)

103.1(0.2)
108 (mean) i

104 (mean)*

103.0(0.5)

102.2(0.5)
108.7 (mean))

102.9(0.5)
120.1(0,8)
113.0(1.0)

108.2.(mean)

101.3 (mean)
120.6(0.4)

109.4 (mean)

M
et

ho
d

X-ray

ditto

*

»

*

»

>

»

»

• as

80

81

82

83

84

85

86

87

88

84

89

90

91

92

93

B. Phosphonitriles with substituents of different types at the phosphorus atoms

N3P3Ph2F4(LI)

N3P3Ph2Cl4 (LII)

boat
(weak)

chair
(weak)

*

rl.539 (0.005)
1.558 (0.004)

U.618 (0.005)

,•1,555 (0.005)
{1.578 (0.005)
11.615 (0,005)

_il_c/

—Re—F

il

c_c,

1.79(0.01)

1.526(0,005)

1.788(0.006)

1.998(0.002)

NPN

PNP

NPN

PNP

/115.5(0.3)
\120.6(0.3)
120.5(0.2)

/115.2(0.3)
1119.7(0.3)
/119.2(0,3)
\122.0(0.3)

CPC
NPC
FPF
NPF

CPC
C1PCI

107.9(0.3)
108.4(0.3)
96.9(0.2)

109.4(0.3)

104.4(0.3)
100.3(0.1)

94

95
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Compound

N3P3Ph4ClJ(LIII)

N,PSCI6F (LIV)

N4P4Me2F6 (LV)

N4P4Me4F4 (LVI)

Ring
conformation

boat
(weak!

planar

saddle

saddle

Table

Endocyclic bonds

bond type

ditto

»

bond
length,A

,"(.556(0.009)
1.578(0.008)

U.609 (0.008)

1,563(0.007)

1.487 (0.006)
1.532 (0.006)
1,470 (0.006)
1,584 (0.006)

f l .53 (0.01)
i l . 5 9 (0.01)

7 (continued).

Exocyclic bonds

1 bond
bond type [ length, A

ii y

•I
— P Q — Hal

—

il 1

TV

1,792(0.011)

2.017(0.005)

1.963(0.005)
(mean)

1.481 (0.009)

1,794(0.008)

1.52(0,01)

1.81(0,01)

Endocyclic valence angles

angle

NPN

PNP

NPN
PNP

NPN
PNP

NPN
PNP

magnitude,
de?T

JU5.5(0.4)
1l20.7(0.5)
/121.1(0.5)
1124,9(0.5)

118.5(0.5)
121.9(0.4)

f 125.4 (0.5)
1116.9(0.5)
145,0(0.5)

/125.9(0.9)
1117.5(0.5)
134,6(0.7)

Exocyclic valence angles

. 1 magnitude,angle j 5
deg

CPC
CIPCI

HalPHal
NPHal

FPF
CPC
FPN
CPN

FPF
CPC
FPN
CPN

104.4(0.5)
98.5(0.2)

100.5(0.2)
108.9(0.4)

93.7(0.5)
105.7(0,6)
107.9(0.5)
108.4 (0.4)

96,7(1.2)
106.9(0.7)
108 (mean)
108 (mean)

•a
o

S

X-ray

ditto

>

3.

96

97

98

99

C. Diphosphatriazines and phosphatriazines

NPC12(NSOC1)2 (LVII)

(NPPh2)2NCMe (LVIII)

NPPh2)2NCNMe2 (LlX)

chair

twisted
boat

ditto

» 1.585(0.013)

/1.597 (0.003)
il.620 (0.003)

/1.597 (0.002)
11.608(0.002)

il S

ditto

1,957(0.006)

1.801(0.002)

1.802(0.002)

NPN
PNS

PNP
PNP
PNC

NPN
PNP
PNC

115.3(0.7)
122.5(0.8)

116.5(0.2)
115.4(0.2)
119.9(0.2)

117.1(0,1)
115.4(0.1)
120.9(0.1)

CIPCI
NPCl

CPC
NPC

CPC
NPC

104,4(0.3)
109,2(0.5)

105.4(0.2)
108.5 (mean)

104.1(0.1)
108,1 i(mean)

100

101

102

D. Structures complicated by additional covalent bonds at the nitrogen atom

[(NPMe2)4H]CuCI3 (LX)

N7P,C19 (LXI)

boat

condensed
non-planar
structure

»

il /
—?r~Ncr \

-|c-<

f1.56(0.02)
11.60(0.02)
fl. 63 (0,02)
11,67(0.02)

fl.572 (0,007)
11.559(0.007)

1-723 (0.006)

P - C

1.78(0.03)

/1.980 (0.004)
12.004 (0.004)

NPN
PNP

N—P=^N

PNP

(115(1.5)
1113(1.5)
129 (mean)

116.9

110.7

125.5

CNC

CIPCI
NPCI
NPN

106.6 {mean)

101.6(0-1)
109.3 (0.3)
113.1(0.4)

»

103

104

*Each ring phosphorus atom has two different substituents.

by 0.13 and 0.17 A. Since most of the investigations were
made by X-ray diffraction on crystalline materials, the
deviations from the planar conformation are frequently
accounted for by intermolecular interactions. This view
appears to be confirmed by the vibration spectra of solu-
tions of (XXXII) 60 and also the spectra of the tetrafluoro-
and hexachloro-compounds in solutions and in liquid and
gaseous phases61'62, which agree with theZ^h symmetry.
When the substituents at the phosphorus atoms are very
bulky, the distortion of the planar conformation can also
be a consequence of intramolecular steric interactions.
The almost planar ring conformation in trimers and also
the equivalence of the endocyclic PN bonds are sometimes
quoted as evidence in support of the aromaticity of the
(R2PN)3 system63.

In the crystalline phase, the tetrameric phosphonitriles
(XXXIX)—(XLVI) have significantly non-planar rings with
the exception of the octafluoro-compound (XLIII), the con-
formation of which in the crystalline phase shows only a

slight deviation from theZ>4h symmetry. The displace-
ment of the phosphorus atoms from the mean plane83

varies as a function of substituents up to 0.35 A and that of
the nitrogen atom is almost constant (0.47-0.54 A) in such
structures, with the exception of (XLIII).

One should note that the vibration spectra of the octa-
fluoro-compound in the gaseous and liquid phases62 were
interpreted on the basis of a lower symmetry (probably
C2h) than those of the crystalline phase (~Z>4h). The
authors62 believe that this is an indication of a high
flexibility of the phosphonitrile ring.

The importance of the role of steric interactions in the
determination of the conformations of the tetrameric rings
is confirmed by the existence of configurational isomers in
the crystalline phase. The first known example (the
octachloro-compound) has two polymorphic forms (XLIVa)
and (XLIVb) with similar bond lengths and valence angles:
the K-form (boat, symmetry close to S4) and the T-form
(chair, symmetry close to C2h). The conformation of the



Russian Chemical Reviews, 41 (12), 1972

ring of (XLIV) is evidently different in the liquid and
gaseous phases. The vibration spectra of the octachloro-
compound in the vapour and liquid phases and in two solid
modifications are interpreted according to latest data on
the basis of the molecular symmetries D4h, D2h, S4, and
C2I1 respectively64, although previously the spectra of the
gaseous phase were interpreted on the basis of a lower
symmetry62.

Yet another example of configurational isomerism is
provided by a structure with symmetrical non-geminal
substituents at the phosphorus atoms: ^P^CeHs^CL..
Two crystalline modifications, (XLV) and (XLVI), are
known; their molecules differ not only by the ring from
(chair, close to C2I1 symmetry, and crown with distortions
resulting in a lowering to C2v symmetry instead of C4V
symmetry) but also by the mutual orientation of the sub-
stituents at the phosphorus atoms. Whereas in (XLV) the
chlorine atoms as well as the C6H5 groups are located
alternately above and below the ring (the trans -isomer),
in (XLVI) all the chlorine atoms lie on one side of the ring
(the cis -isomer). Since (XLV) and (XLVI) are geometrical
isomers, the differences between their ring forms are
most probably due to steric factors.

Despite the fact that the ring conformations of the
tetramers are mainly non-planar, a common feature of
phosphonitriles is believed to be a tendency to assume a
planar ring conformation. This tendency competes with
steric influences of different types.

Analysis of the vibration spectra of solutions and of the
liquid and gaseous phases 61'6 suggested a planar ring
conformation (symmetry close to Z?5h) of the decafluoro-
pentamer and a lower, probably Csv, symmetry (crown
conformation) for the decachloro-pentamer. X-Ray
diffraction showed that in the decachloro-pentamer
(XLVII) the ring conformation is also very nearly planar:
the displacement of the atoms from the plane are not more
than 0.2 A). In the case of D5h symmetry, a planar ten-
membered ring would require an increase of the nitrogen
valence angles to about 170° (since the endocyclic phos-
phorus angles usually differ little from 120°). The actual
planar conformation (symmetry C2v) is achieved owing to
the formation by two nitrogen atoms of angles directed
inwards into the ring ("re-entrant" angles). As a result,
the average angle of the nitrogen atom decreases to 148°.
The vibration spectra of the decabromo-pentamer65

indicate a distortion of the ring conformation with a con-
sequent change from D5h symmetry probably to a C2V
structure, of the type observed for the chloro-derivative.
The ring system of the octamer (XLIX) consists of two
symmetrical six-membered segments located in parallel
planes and joined to one another via PN units. The
planarity of each segment (the average deviation of the
atoms from the plane is about 0.12 A) is ensured, as in
compound (XLVII), by re-entrant nitrogen atoms. The
deviation of the ring atoms from the common plane is also
small (0.26 A).

A nearly planar distribution of PN bonds was found by
X-ray diffraction in the structure of the high-polymer (L).
This is not inconsistent with infrared spectroscopic data66.
According to X-ray diffraction, the [NPF2]oo fibres also
have a planar chain structure6 . In this case two molecu-
lar conformers were found.

However, the hexamer (XLVIII) has a highly puckered
ring. The displacement of the phosphorus atoms from
the average plane is 0.56 A and that of the nitrogen atoms
is 0.39 A. This is regarded as a consequence of the
steric interactions of the substituents at the phosphorus
atoms—N(CH3)2 groups.

1069

2. Phosphonitriles with Different Substituents at the
Nitrogen Atoms [(LI)-(LVI)]

The different exocyclic substituents at the phosphorus
atoms result in the inequality of the PN bond lengths and
the analogous angles in the ring. The length of the PN
bond in each PNP segment depends in general on substitu-
ents at the two extreme phosphorus atoms. For example,
r(PN) on the side of halogen atoms is somewhat shorter
than on the side of hydrocarbon groups. This is clearly
illustrated by the results of an X-ray diffraction study of
trimers (inA): (LI) (1.558 for —PF2—N—PF2; 1.539
and 1.618 for —PF2—N«*PPh2—); (LII) (1.578 for

PCl 2 ^ ; 1.555 and 1.615 for =-PCl2^N—
(LIII) (1.556 and 1.609 for —PPh2—N—PPh-r--;

1.578 for ^PCl2=^N= iPPh2—). Similar relations were
found also for the tetramers (LV) and (LVI).

An increase of the relative number of halogen substitu-
ents leads to a systematic decrease of the average PN
bond length in the ring, although in the chloro-derivatives
these changes are in general within the limits of experi-
mental error; we have (in A):

1.597
(XXXI)

1.581 in N3P3Cl2Ph4
(LIII)

1-583 in N3P3Cl4Ph, -» 1.581 in N3P3C16.
(LII) (XXXVII)

However, in the fluoro-derivatives the changes are fairly
explicit:

1.597 inN3P3Ph6 - . 1.572 in NjP3F4Pha -> 1,560 in N,P3F9;
(XXXI) (LI) (XXXVI)

1.596 inN4P4Me8 -* 1,560 inN4P4F4Me4 -* 1.518 in N4P4F6Me2 -* 1.507 in N4P4F8

(XXXIX) (LVI) (LV) (XLIII)

The conformations of the trimeric rings are nearly
planar, as in the case discussed above. In compound
(LII) the maximum deviation of the ring atoms from the
average plane does not exceed 0.078 A. In (LI) five P and
N atoms are located approximately in one plane and the
sixth atom (phosphorus), linked to two phenyl groups, is
displaced from this plane by 0.20 A. The opposite N atom
is displaced from the plane of the remaining four atoms by
0.06 A. This form of the ring may be regarded as a weak
boat type of conformation. A similar conformation was
found in compound (LIII).

The six-membered ring is closest to planarity in
compound (LIV), where the maximum deviation of the P
and N atoms from the plane is only 0.011 A.

In the tetramer (LVI), the N atoms deviate from the
plane of the phosphorus atoms by 0.48 A. In (LV) the
deviation is much less (0.15 A). In this case, there is a
correlation between the increase of the number of F atoms
and the tendency towards the formation of a planar ring.

3. Diphosphatriazines and Phosphatriazines [(LVII) —
(LK)]

The six-membered diphosphatriazine rings N3P2C are
intermediate between the planar triazine structures N3C3
and the trimeric phosphonitriles, which, apart from the
hexafluoro-compounds, have incompletely planar ring
conformations.

The replacement of one of the phosphorus atoms in the
trimer by a carbon atom = C v results, according to X-ray

diffraction data, in a lengthening of the PN(C) bonds in the
ring compared with the PN(P) bonds, to 1.620 A in (LVIII)
and to 1.608 A in (LK). Moreover, the endocyclic NPN
and PNP angles are smaller than the corresponding angles
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in the trimeric phosphonitriles. The ring conformations
in both molecules were found to be non-planar, although
X-ray diffraction study of the (NPMe2)2NCNMe2 structure
led to the opposite conclusion68. In the methyl derivative
(LVHI), the displacement of the ring atoms from the
average plane reaches 0.1 A. In the amino-derivative
(LD0, the degree of puckering of the ring is significantly
smaller (the displacement of the atoms from the average
plane is up to 0.024 A). However, this difference has
little influence on the geometrical ring parameters.

0.095 P ^ N 0,095

: W \ — X H ) . O O T ) C - ( L v m )

-0.074 P N -0,095 ^ 0 0 3 0

dihedral angle PNP/NCN = 8.5°
0.02I^Ps .N0.024

"N^ ) f -7C—N (UX)
-0,021 P %N-.O;.O24

dihedral angle PNP/NCN = 2.0°

The ring in compound (LVII) also has a non-planar
conformation of the chair type which is somewhat distorted
owing, it is believed, to intermolecular interactions in the
crystalline phase.

4. Structures Complicated by Additional Covalent Bonds
at the N Atoms [(LX) and (LXI)]

In compound (LX), the proton and the CuCl3 group are
linked covalently to the N atoms at the opposite ends of the
eight-membered ring which thus become tricoordinate§.
This causes a significant increase in the length of the
nearest PN endocyclic bonds. PN bonds of different
lengths are located in the ring symmetrically in pairs, the
effect of the proton on their length being more pronounced
than that of the CuCl3 groups the respective lengths are
1.67, 1.56, 1.60, and 1.63 A. The valence angles of the
P atoms differ significantly from those in the initial com-
pound (XXXIX): the average NPN angle is 114° against

119.8° in the initial compound and the exocyclic CPC angle.
is 106.6° against 104°. In the absence of factors distort-
ing their symmetry, the endocyclic NPN angles do not
differ significantly from 120° in any of the phosphonitrile
structures and the exocyclic XPX angles as a rule do not
exceed 104°.

The conformation of the ring in compound (LX) is non-
planar boat. As in other tetrameric structures (see
above), the displacement of the N atoms from the average
plane is somewhat greater than that of the P atoms (0.55
and 0.48 A).

In the condensed cyclic structure of (LXI), the geomet-
rical parameters of the central fragment with a tricoor-
dinate central N atom are of special interest. The
average length of the three PN bonds formed by this atom
is 1.723 A, i.e. greater than the average length of the
exocyclic PN bonds in phosphonitriles and also of the endo-
cyclic bonds in cyclophosphazanes with tetracoordinate
phosphorus (see below). The central N atom is almost
coplanar with the neighbouring P atoms (its deviation from
their plane amounts to only 0.04 A), while in the last two
cases the N atoms have less planar bond configurations.
The increase of the PN bond length with retention of a
nearly planar configuration of the N bonds was noted also
in the review of the molecular structures of acyclic phos-
phorus compounds".

The three penta-atomic segments in compound (LXI)
(without the N<7> atom) are almost planar (the average
deviation is 0.06 A) but on the whole the molecule is non-
planar; the average dihedral angle of the type
N(i)P(2)N(2)/P(2)P(4)P(6) i s 49°.

§ In contrast to compound (LX), the complex
[(NPMe2)4H

+]2CoCll~ has an ionic structure . In each
of the two cyclic cations, the only perturbing factor is
the proton linked to one of the N atoms. It is interest-
ing to note that the rings have different conformations.
One of them has the same boat conformation as (LX),
the displacement of the N atoms from the average plane
being greater than that of the P atoms (0.59 and 0.40 A).
The other has a conformation of the saddle type, where
the P atoms are in one plane to within 0.02 A and the N
atoms are located alternately above and below this plane
at a distance of about 0.61 A. Despite this, the variation
of the PN bond length in the two rings is the same: the
average length of each pair of bonds is independent of
the conformation. Starting with the protonated N atom,
the longest of the PN bonds is followed by the shortest
bond, after which a long bond is followed by a shorter
bond: 1.695, 1.538, 1.614, and 1.582 (±0.015) A. The
remaining parameters are close to those found for com-
pound (LX).

In the trimeric cation NaPsCUiso-CsHTNH^lT, T0 the
protonation of the ring also has an appreciable influence
on the endocyclic bonds and angles. The variation of

the PN bond in the ring, starting with the protonated N
atom, is as follows: 1.666, 1.583, and 1.558 (±0.005) A .
The shortest bond is near the PC12 group, i.e. the differ-
ences between the substituents at the P atoms also affect
the ring parameters. The lengths of the exocyclic bonds
are r(PN) = 1.609(5) and r(PCl) = 2.000(3) A. The ring
has a distorted boat conformation with deviations of the
N and P atoms from the average plane up to 0.09 A.

In the hexameric cyclic cation [N6P6(NMe)2]i2CuCl+,71

the copper atom is linked covalently to four ring N atoms
as well as to the Cl atom (overall symmetry ~C2). As
a result there are two types of PN bonds in the ring system

<„>

with di- and tri-coordinate N atoms: bond lengths of
1.55 and 1.62 (±0.02) A. The average endocyclic N and
P angles are reduced, compared with those found in the
initial structure of (XLVIII), to 133.6(1.3)° and
107.5(1.1)° against 147.5° and 120.0°.
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Compound

[ClP( = S)NMe]2(LXIi)

[MeOP(=O)NMe]3 (LXIII)

(F3PNMe)2 (LXIV)

(PhF2PNMe)2 (LXV)

(Cl3PNMe)2 (LXVIa)

(CI3PNMe)3 (LXVIb)

P4Cr8(NMe)9 (LXVII)

Ring
conformation

planar

twisted
boat

planar

ditto

»

*

Table 8.
Endocyclic bonds

bond type

= P c - N c <

ditto

(PcNc)a

(PcNc)e

(PcNc)a

(PcN
c)e

(PCNc/e

(PcNc)a
(PCNc)e

(Pc^c)a
(PcNc.)e

bond
length, A

1.67

1.664(0.011)

1.735

1.595

1.78(0.02)

1.64(0.02)

1.769(0.007)
1.635(0.007)

1.776(0.01)
1.629(0.01)

1.74 (mean)
1.66 (mean)

Cyclophosphazanes
Exocyclic bonds

bond type

=PC—Cl

FP
-R^O

(PCF)a

(p
CF)e

(pcph

(PCF)e

(PcOe

(PCCl)a

(Pcc ' )a
(PcCl)e

( P C C 1 )a

(Pcd)e

bond
length, A

1.93

1.93

1,564(0.011)

1.453(0,012)

1.605 '

1.570

1.62(0.02)

1.57(0.02)
1.79(0.02)

2.133(0.003)
2.026(0.004)

2.152(0.005)
2.020(0.005)

2.16
/ 2.05
I 2.10

Endocyclic valence
angles

angle

NPN

PNP

NPN

PNP

NPN

PNP

NPN

PNP

NPN
PNP

NPN
PNP

NPN

PNP

magnitude,
deg

84.0

96.0

105.2(0.6)

121.7(0.6)

77.9

102,1

80.6

99.4

80,5(0.4)
99.5(0.4)

81.7(0.5)
98.3(0,5)

80.6

99.4

Exocyclic valence
angles

angle

NPC1=NP=
C

C1P=S

NP=O
OP=O

OPN
POC

FaPNe
FaPFe
NaPNe
FoPFe
NePFe
F aP N

e
FaPPe
FaPCe
NaPFe
NaPCe
NePFe
NePCe
FePCe

ciepcie

ClcPNe

XaPXe

Cl.PN,
ClaPCle

NaPCIe

ClePCle

NePCIe

magnitude,
deg

114.7

111,5

113.5(0.7)
116.1(0.7)

103.7(0.7)
119.3(1.0)

99.1
88.5
92.0

103.9
127.5

92.5
87.0
91.8
91.7
97.9

128
122
109

110(0.2)
124.8(0.3)
90,2-^94.5

93.8(0.4)
90.5(0.3)
92.0(0.4)
109.8(0.3)
124.9(0.4)

Method

X-ray

ditto

el. dif.

X-ray

ditto

»

Refs.

118

119

120

121

122

123

124

*The subscripts a and e correspond to the axial and equatorial bonds in the trigonal bipyramidal
structure.

VIII. CYCLOPHOSPHAZANES [(LXII) -(LXVH) ]

In contrast to phosphonitriles, the phosphazane ring
systems contain tricoordinate nitrogen and are saturated.
Among compounds of this class, the structures with tetra-
and penta-coordinate phosphorus have been investigated
(Table 8).

In the first case, there are X-ray diffraction data for
the dimer (LXII) and the trimer (LXIII)f. The endocyclic
PN bonds in each molecule are equivalent. Their average

length (1.67 A) is greater by about 0.1 A than in phospho-
nitriles, where the terminal PN bonds have the same
length only in structures complicated by additional bonds .
formed by the N atoms (see above). This length is com-
parable to that of single PN bonds formed by tetracoordin-
ate phosphorus in acyclic structures (1.60-1.71 A). n The
configuration of the bonds involving the nitrogen atom is
planar.

It is also striking that the endocyclic angles of the phos-
phorus atom in compound (LXIII) (105.2°) are significantly

IT In addition there are data for the structures of the
cyclic phosphazane anions (HNPO2)n

n, where n = 3 or 4.
These structures differ from those of the non-ionised
phosphazanes by the fact that their exocyclic PO bonds
are equivalent. It has been shown by X-ray diffrac-
tion

105-107 that the endocylic PN bonds in phosphazane
anions are also equivalent (1.66-1.68 A). The endo-
cyclic angles NPN (104.5° in the trimer106 and 107-108°
in the tetramers106'107) are much smaller than in phos-
phonitriles.

The six-membered ring of the trimer has C3v sym-
metry (chair conformation), which is confirmed by the
vibration spectra of the crystalline structures and solu-
tions 108>109. The conformational isomerism of eight-

membered rings is extremely interesting. X-Ray
diffraction data 106»107 and the vibration spectra of the
crystalline structures 11O»U1 showed that the tetrameric
anions have conformations of the chair (C2h), boat (S<d,
and saddle (D2d) types, the difference between the con-
formations not affecting the geometrical parameters.
The non-planarity of the ring in the tetrameric phos-
phazane anions is probably greater than in the tetrameric
phosphonitriles. In one of the structures with the boat
conformation106, the displacement of the phosphorus
atoms from the mean plane83 is AP = 0.42 A and that of
nitrogen atoms AN = 0.71 A, which is greater than in the
tetrameric phosphonitriles (see above).
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smaller than the exocyclic OP=O angles (116.1°), while in
phosphonitriles the opposite relation obtains between the
endocyclic NPN angles (115 — 122°) and the exocyclic XPX
angles (97-108°). • The ring system of the dimer (LXII) is
planar. However, in the molecule of the trimer (LXIII)
the ring has a non-planar boat conformation with a sym-
metry approaching CQ. The N and P atoms located at the
opposite ends of the molecule are displaced from the plane
of the remaining four ring atoms by about 0.54 A. Two of
the exocyclic MeO groups are located on one side of the
ring and the third is on the other. The study of the dipole
moments of the dimers with tetracoordinate phosphorus
showed that there is a possibility of geometrical (cis —
trans) isomerism, depending on the relative positions of
the exocyclic substituents at the P atom112.

In dimeric cyclophosphazanes with pentacoordinate
phosphorus [compound (LXIV-(LXVII)], the immediate
environment of each phosphorus atom gives rise to a dis-
torted trigonal bipyramid. According to X-ray diffraction
and electron diffraction data, the endocyclic PN bonds are
not equivalent: one of the N atoms is axial and the other
is equatorial. The equatorial PN bonds (~1.63 A) are
shorter than the PN bonds in phosphazanes with tetra-
coordinate phosphorus. The average length of the axial
PN bonds (1.74-1.78 A) is somewhat greater than the sum
of the covalent radii corrected for heteropolarity by the
Shoemaker-Stevenson method (1.75 A). The configuration
of the bonds involving the N atoms is planar. It is inter-
esting to note that the empirical rule according to which
the axial positions in the trigonal bipyramidal structure of
substituted fluorophosphoranes should contain F atoms does
not hold for the fluoro-derivatives (LXIV) and (LXV).113'114

The conformation of the four-membered ring in the
dimers with pentacoordinate phosphorus is planar. This
is confirmed for (LXIV) by the vibration spectra of solu-
tions U5»U6 and also of the liquid and vapour phases117. It
is striking that the endocyclic NPN angle is smaller than
the PNP angle. The condensed structure of (LXVII) con-
tains three planar four-membered rings. The interatomic
distances and the angles around P(u are largely consistent
with those found in (LXVI). The trigonal bipyramid
around P<2> is distorted much more, since the P<2> atom is
involved simultaneously in two rings.

IX. CYCLIC PHOSPHITES [(LXVIII) -(LXXI)] AND
PHOSPHATES [(LXXII) -(LXXXIV)]

In cyclic phosphites, the PO bond length is greater and
the OPO bond angles are smaller than the corresponding
ring parameters of cyclic phosphates (Table 9), as in the
open-chain compounds11.

However, in the cyclic structures, the geometrical
parameters depend on the dimensions of the ring system.
In the five-membered rings of (LXVIII) -(LXX) and
(LXXII) -(LXXIV), the endocyclic OPO and POC angles

Table 9. Cyclic phosphites and phosphates.

Compound

Endocyclic bonds

bond type
bond

length, A

Exocyclic bonds Endocyclic valence
angles

bond type bond
length, A

magnitude,
deg

Exocyclic valence
angles

angle magnitude
Refs.

- Cl (LXVIII) envelope
.631(0.007) 2.105

(0.007)
OPO
POC

95.7
110.6

OPCI 99.6(0.5)

C,—O

IP—Cl (LXIX)
half-
chair

1.630(0.01) 2.093
(0.009)

OPO
POC

95.9(2.0)
112.0

ditto 103.2
(0.6)

1.65(0.03)

envelope

2.106
(0.008)

OPO
POC

99.0(1.0)
104.6(1.0)

101.6(2.0)

L n 2 *-»

H,C 5 " "P—Cl (LXXI)
1.63

(assumed)
2.128

(0.008)
OPO
POC

102.6(3.0)
120.1(1.0)

100.8(1.8)

1.585(0.01)

(LXXII)
envelope
(distorted) r iP ,=O

1.54(0.01)

1,45(0.01)

OPO
POC

98.1(0,5) POC
113.4(0.8) OCP=O

OP=O
O^PO

119.7(1.1)
116.5(0.8)
108.6(0.9)
108; a
((mean)

X-ray

1.58(0.01)

(LXX1II)
=P:c-°

1.56(0.01)

1.44(0.01)

OPO
POC

98.4(0\5) POC
112.1(0.8) OCP=O

OP=O
OPPO

123.4(0.9)
116.6(0.6)
112.6(0.6)
105,6(0.7)

Jitto
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Table 9 (continued).

Compound

R
in

co
n

Endocyclic bonds

. , bond
bond type l e n g t h > A

Exocyclic bonds

bond type bond
length,A

Endocyclic valenc
angles

angle magnitude
deg

Exocyclic valence
angles

angle magnitude
deg

planar 1.58(0,02)
=PC - O —

1 I
—PC=O

1.53(0.02

1.38(0.03

OPO
POC

98.5(0.6)
108.0(1.5

POC
O c P = 0
OP=O
OCPO

122.9(0.9
116.2(0.7
109.5(0.8
107.9(0.7

X-ray

1.57(0.01)
1 1
PC-C

4=

1.81(0,03

1.48(0.01

OPO
POC

104.4(0.4
120.0(0.8 CP=O

OCPC

113.1(0.5)
108.7(0.5)
108.7(0,5)

1.579(0.015)
- P - C

1.860
(0.025)

1.469
(0.021)

OPO
POC

104.6(0.8

127.7(1.2

OeP=O
CP=O
OCPC

113,2(1.1)
113.1(1.1)
106.0(0,9)

1.55(0.02)

Me2C< IP. (LXXVII)

P = 0

1.82(0.02

1.47(0.02

OPO
POC

106.2(0.8
119.9(1.5

OCP=.O
P=O

OCPC

112,5(0,9)
111.7(0.9)
107.2(0.9)

1.57(0,03)
P C - O

PC=O

1.55(0.03

1,51(0.03

OPO
POC

104.6(0,5
118.9(1.1

OCP=O
OP=O
OCPO

110.2(0.6)
116.6(0.7)
107.3(0.7)

P

1.581(0,012)
= P C - O -

1.542
(0.011)

1.457
(0.014)

OPO

POC

106.1(0.8

116.0(1.2

OCP=O

OP=O
OCPO

111.3(0.8)

117.8(0,8)
104.7
(mean)

H2C« I P ' (LXXX)
1.565(0.01) - P c - O - 1,59(0.01

1.48(0.01

OPO
POC

106.6(0.6
117.6(0.9

POC

ocp=o
OP=O

PO

121,3(0.9)
114
114
104.5

C H , - ^

MtC—CHj—0-9-0 (LXXX1)

\ ) H 0

icyclic
boat

1.57(0,02) -h 1.46(0.02 OPO
POC

103.7(0.6
115.2(1,t

OCP=O 115.0(1.1)

? H ^ \ /Br

IP (LXXXII)

I
1.555(0.013) =P C —Br 2.171

(0.06)

1.443
(0.016)

OPO

POC

104.9(0.7

120.5(1,2)

OCP=O
BrP=O
OcPBr

115,0(1.0)
111.5(0.7)
104.8(0.5)

H,C< ip (LXXXIII)

1.562(0.01)
1

- P c - O -

1 1

1.562
(0.01)
1.879
(0.017)

OPO

POC

105.1(0.6)

119.3(0.9)

OCPB

OPB
OCPO
POC

113.6(0.7)

115.5(0.7)
04
mean)
19.9(1.1)

1.550(0.005) 1.430
(0,006)

OPO
POC

07.5(0.2)
21.7(0.4)

14.5
0.3)

are significantly smaller (by 5 — 10°) than in the open-
chain analogues. Conversely, the magnitude of the exo-
cyclic OPO and POC angles in (LXXH)-(LXXIV) is char-
acteristic also of acyclic esters. The six-membered
rings of (LXXI) and (LXXV) -(LXXXIV) are very similar

to the acyclic structures as regards the parameters under
consideration. It is also noteworthy that the exocyclic
PCI bonds in cyclic phosphites are significantly longer^
than in the PC13 or MeOPCl2 molecules (by 0.05-0.08 A), u
but not to the same extent as in the oxaphosphadiazole,
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etc. structures discussed above. The length of the PBr
bond-in the six-membered cyclic phosphate is greater by
0.03 A than in POBr3. "

According to electron and X-ray diffraction data, cyclic
phosphites and phosphates have as a rule non-planar ring
conformations. The only exception is compound (LXXIV),
where the five-membered ring with tetracoordinate phos-
phorus and one multiple bond was found to be planar.
Five-membered cyclic phosphites have conformations of
the envelope (with an axial exocyclic PCI bond) or twisted
envelope (half-chair) types. The OPO/OCCO dihedral
angle, characterising in the case of envelope conformation
the displacement of the P atom from the plane of the
remaining ring atoms, is 26° in (LXVIII) and 24.3° in
(LXX). In non-planar five-membered cyclic phosphates,
the dihedral angles O(2)PO(5>/O(2)C(3)O(5) and
O(2)PO(5)/O(2)C(4)O(5) were found to be respectively 10.9°
and 1.8° in (LXXII) (distorted enveloped conformation) and
12.2° and 12.1° in (LXXIII) (half-chair conformation). The
only study so far of the six-membered cyclic phosphite
(LXXI) showed that in the gas phase its ring has a chair
conformation (with an axial exocyclic PCI bond). The
chair conformation (With an equatorial P=O phosphoryl
bond) is also most characteristic of six-membered cyclic
phosphates in the crystalline phase. The phosphorus end
of the ring in these compounds is more planar than the
carbon end (Table 10). •

Table 10.

Compound

(LXXV)

(LXXVI)

(LXXVII)

(LXXVIII)

Exocyclic
substituents
at P atom

Me
\D/

/ V)
/CPh3

\p/

\ / P h

/ p \ 0

>P<0

Dihedral angles,
deg

d"

33.5

3.7

32.6

40.4

54.9

53.3

51.2

54.2

Compound

(LXXIX)

(LXXX)

(LXXXII)

(LXXXIII)

Exocyclic
substituents
at P atom

\p/°H

\p/°Ph

/So
\ P / B r

/So
xOMe

)P<
/ ^BH3

Dihedral angles,
deg

41.8

36.5

36.7

38.3

~io q^

o

54.7

53.1

52.5

54.0

The degree of smoothing of the conformation on the side
of phosphate group is evidently determined by the nature
of the exocyclic substituents at the phosphorus atom, since
the C(3)C(4)C(5)/O(2)C(3)C(5)O(6) dihedral angle hardly
changes on passing from one structure to the other. Boat
conformations occur only in the bicyclic structures of
(LXXXI) and (LXXXIV). Numerous studies dealing with
the problems of conformational equilibrium and the geo-
metrical isomerism and stereochemistry of cyclic phos-
phites and phosphates have been carried out by
NMR, by determining the dipole moments, etc. However,
as pointed out, in particular, by White et al.166, the
interpretation of the results of these studies is frequently
ambiguous and contradictory. Further studies by struc-
tural methods are necessary for the solution of the above
problems.
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X. CYCLIC OXYPHOSPHORANES [(LXXXV) - (LXXXVII) ]

1. Characteristics of the Geometrical Structure

Cyclic oxyphosphoranes are a new class of compounds
in which a pentacoordinate phosphorus atom is located at
the centre of a distorted trigonal bipyramid. The distor-
tion may be due to the presence of a ring system and of
different substituents at the phosphorus atom.

In compound (LXXXV), which was investigated by X-ray
diffraction, two ester groups in the axial and equatorial
positions are linked to a five-membered ring. Two ten-
dencies (Table 11) may be noted: (1) the length of the
axial bonds is greater than that of the equatorial bonds, as
in other trigonal bipyramidal structures; (2) the PO bonds
in the five-membered ring are much longer than the cor-
responding exocyclic bonds (by 0.05 A for the equatorial
bonds and by 0.1 A for the axial bonds). The OPO angle
inthisring(89.3° ± 0.3°) is smaller than in five-membered
cyclic phosphates and phosphites and corresponds to the
angle between the axial and equatorial bonds. The POC
endocyclic bonds are smaller than the exocyclic bonds and
close to the analogous angles in the five-membered cyclic
phosphites and phosphates.

In contrast to compound (LXXXV), in compounds
(LXXXVI) and (LXXXVII) the phosphorus atom can be
regarded as the centre of a trigonal bipyramid only by
convention. The endocyclic axial PO bonds in the last two
compounds are significantly longer than in (LXXXV) (by
0.25 and 0.6 A respectively). On the other hand, the
endocyclic PC bonds, which are formally equatorial in the
trigonal bipyramid, are unusually short. In the four-
membered ring of (LXXXVI), this bond (1.76 ± 0.02 A) is
of the same length as the exocyclic P=C bond (1.75± 0.02
A) within the limits of experimental error. The inves-
tigators who studied the structure of (LXXXVI) suggest a
delocalisation of electrons in the p—C —P system and
explain thereby the stability of the ring. It is noteworthy
that the CPO angle in the ring is only 71.3° ± 1.0°, which
is smaller by 10° than in four-m ember ed phosphorus —
carbon heterocycles, while the POC angle is 94.1° ± 1.0°.
In the five-membered ring of (LXXXVII), the equatorial
PC bond is even shorter (1.70 A) than in (LXXXVI). The
ring conformations in the above structures are planar to
within 0.07-0.10A.

2. Pseudorotation

The study of the NMR spectra of oxyphosphoranes with
four-, five-, and six-membered rings showed that,
as in acyclic fluorophosphoranes " , they undergo an intra-
molecular rearrangement which is usually described as
"pseudorotation". This process involves a deformation of
the valence angles and as a result two axial groups of the
trigonal bipyramid move to the equatorial positions and
correspondingly two equatorial groups move to the axial
positions. This mechanism was proposed by Berry209.
However, it is noteworthy that Berry's mechanism does
not always provide a sufficiently complete explanation of
the characteristics of the spectra 202>io\ The possible
mechanisms of pseudorotation are also discussed in other
reports210"215.

It is assumed that in ring structures pseudorotation is
hindered by two principal factors characterised by the
polarity216 and strain rules217>218. According to the
former, alkyl groups occupy preferentially equatorial
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Table 11. Cyclo-oxyphosphoranes*.
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Compound

\ f f \ s \ yO ISO-pr
T if Pr°iso" P*

\ ^ (LXXXV)

PhjP O
I I (LXXXVl)

PhaP=C CfCFJj

CN

f T ")pPh, (LXXXVII)

R
in

g
co

nf
or

m
at

io
n

planar

ditto

Endocyclic bonds

bond type

( P c q j a

<Pc°c),

(Pc°c)a
(Pc.Oc)e

(P co c . ) a

( p c c c ) e

bond length,

A,

1.752(0.007)

1,633(0.007)

2.01(0.02)

1.76(0.02)

2.36

1.70

Exocyclic bonds

bond type

( p 0 ) a

(PoO)e

(PcQav
C c = P

(PcC)a

« * .

bond length,
A

1.638(0,006)

1.581(0.008)

1.848(0.02)

1.745(0.02)

1.83

1.775

Endocyclic valence
angles

angle

OaPOe

POaC

poec

oapce

POaC

PCC

magnitude,
deg

89.3(0.3)

111.9(0.6)

114.2(0.6)

71.3(1.0)

94,1(1.0)

98.5(1,0)

Exocyclic valence
angles

angle

POaC

POC

magnitude,
deg

121.8(0.6)

128.7 (mean)

M
et

ho
d

X-ray

distortion of trigonal bipyramid,
within the limits of experimental
error

CaPO

C P O

C a P C
e

C e P C e

CaPO

CaPC

CPCe e

172.4(0.8)

86.1 (mean)

99.3 (mean)

/106.8 (0.9)
\122.6 (mean)

177.8

102.ft(mean)
112

J 116
I 119

ditto

Refs.

194, 195

196

197

*The subscripts a and e correspond to axial and equatorial bonds in the trigonal-bipyramidal structure.

positions, while O atoms occupy preferentially axial posi-
tions. According to the second rule, the pentacoordinate
phosphorus atom is bound to the adjacent ring atoms
mainly via one axial and one equatorial bond. This reduces
ring strain to a minimum, as a result of which the angle
between the axial and the equatorial bonds involving the
phosphorus atom is smaller than, for example, that
between two equatorial bonds. Pseudorotation requires
an energy sufficient to overcome the barrier due to one of
these factors or to both at the same time. According to
the available data, the potential barrier caused by the
polarity rule in alkoxyphosphoranes containing at least one
PO bond in a five-membered ring is 10-17 kcal mole"1.203

The barrier due to the strain rule has been estimated as
higher—up to 22 kcal mole"1.203 In such structures at a
temperature «£14O°C, an axial — equatorial arrangement of
the ring is greatly preferred 202>2°3. in alkoxyphos-
phoranes with a four-membered phosphetane ring (i.e.
having only PC bonds in the ring), an axial-equatorial
arrangement of the ring is also preferred, at least at a
temperature «s30°C.207 The barrier to the transition of
the ring to a diequatorial arrangement is estimated in this
case as 20 kcal mole"1.204 Six-membered rings with two
oxygen atoms linked to a phosphorus atom can assume a
diequatorial arrangement208. It is interesting that in the
C5H10PF3 molecule, containing a six-membered phos-
phorus—carbon ring, there is no pseudorotation at room
temperature and the ring assumes a diequatorial arrange-
ment216.

XI. CYCLIC POLYPHOSPHATES [(LXXXVIII)-(LXXXIX)]
AND PHOSPHORUS OXIDES [(XC)-(XCVI)]

The cyclic skeletons of the molecules of these com-
pounds consist of alternating P and O atoms. Among the
unionised polyphosphates, only two geometrical isomers of
the trimeric diethylamide of metaphosphoric acid,
(LXXXVIII) and (LXXXIX), have been investigated. In the
first of these, the six-membered ring has the chair con-
formation, two atoms (phosphorus and oxygen) deviating o
from the plane of the remaining four by +0.61 and -0.53 A.

Overall, the molecule has the ~C3V symmetry: all three
endocyclic P=O bonds lie on one side of the ring (axial
bonds) and all three PN bonds are on the other side (equa-
torial bonds). In the second structure the ring has an
unusual conformation: three oxygen atoms and two phos-
phorus atoms lie approximately in one plane (to within 0.1 A)
and the third phosphorus atom deviates from this plane by
0.54 A. Two PN bonds are located on one side of the ring
and the third on the other. The PO bonds in the ring were
found to have the same length (Table 12)I, which however
is greater by about 0.05 A than the length of the analogous
bonds in six-membered cyclic phosphates and also in
acyclic structures11. On the other hand, the OPO endo-
cyclic angles were found to be somewhat smaller than in
cyclic phosphates. The configuration of the bonds involv-
ing the exocyclic N atoms is almost planar in both struc-
tures.

Phosphorus oxides form three-dimensional polycyclic
structures. In the simplest of these (the trioxide P-tOe),
tervalent phosphorus atoms are located at the vertices of
a tetrahedron and O atoms form bridging bonds along the
edges of the tetrahedron. The pentoxide molecules P4O10
consist, as it were, of a P4O6 nucleus and four terminal
oxygen atoms completing the tetrahedron around each

t Until recently, X-ray diffraction data could not
yield an unambiguous answer concerning the identity or
non-identity of the PO endocyclic bond lengths in t r i -
meric and tetrameric cyclic polyphosphate anions4'219.
The identity of the bond lengths has now been demon-
strated. In the Na3P3O9 crystal structure, the P3O|"
anions (the chair conformation) have the following geo-
metrical parameters 22°: r (P c-Oc) = 1.615(0.004)1,

I
r ( -P c =O) = 1.484(0.004) A, ZPOP = 126.9(0.2)°, and

ZOPO= 101.1(0.3)°.
In the (NH.i)4P4Oi2 structure, these parameters for

the P4Of̂  anion (the chair conformation) have the follow-
ing values221: 1.607(0.004)1, 1.479(0.004)1,
131.2(0.0)°, and two different OPO angles—98.7(0.02)°
and 104.5(0.2)°.
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Table 12. Cyclic polyphosphates and phosphorus oxides*.

Compound

r ° i
ii

—P—0—
- NEts -
(isomer A) f JCXXVIII)

r-,L0J
L NEt2 J 3

(isomer B> (LXXXIX)

(PA)«, (XQ

P4O10 (XCIa)*

P A S i (XCHa)

P4O«S4 (XCIIb)

Ring
conformation

chair

non-planar

three dimensional
network of rings

formed by six PO4
tetrahedra

tricyclic
structure

ditto

»

Endocyclic bonds

bond type

= P - O -
, c 0

ditto

»

»

bond length,
A :

1.62(0,03)

1,62(0.02)

1.56(0.015)

1.58 (mean)

1.61 (0.02)

[1,85(0.02)]

Exocyclic bonds

bond type

-f.-x
—p - 0

lc

Jp-N<
1 c X

—P = O
Ic

ditto

—P = S
| C

ditto

bond length,
A

1,44(0,03)

1,67(0,04)

1.49(0.02)

1,62(0.02)

1,49(0.015)

1.43 (mean)

1,862 (0.02)

1.85 (0.02)

Endocyclic valence
angles

angle

OPO

POP

OPO

POP

OPO
POP

OPO
POP

OPO
POP

OPO
POP

magnitude,
deg

104 (2)

124 (2)

102 (0,5)

132 (1)

103
145

101
124

100,8 (0.9)
124,5 (0.6)

101.5 (1,0)
123,5 (1.0)

Exocyclic valence
angles

angle

OP=O
NP=O
NPO
PNC
CNC

OP=O
NP=O
NPO
PNC
CNC

OP=O

ditto

OP-S

ditto

magnitude,
deg

115 (2)
116 (2)
102 (2)
121 (3)
117 (3)

112 (1)
117 (1)
104 (1)
121 (3)
115 (3)

116

117

117.2(0.8)

116.5(1.0)

Method

X-ray

ditto

»

el.dif.

Refs.

222

223

224

225

226

227

*See also Table 13.

Table 13. Bond lengths and valence angles in phosphorus oxides.

Compound

P A (XCII1)

P A (XCTV)

P A (XCV)

P A (XCVI)

P A o (XCIb)

Weighted mean
values

Bond lengths, A*

O

"ft

1.638
(0,003)

1,637

1.633
(0.014)

—

1,637
(0,004)

a
O

"ft

~

1.67

1.668
(0.014)

1,661
(0.014)

"—

1.666
(0,008)

"a
O
>
0.

-

1.59

(1.556**
{ 1.596
( (0.014)

1.605
(0.014)

—

1.586
(0.010)

>

1.596(0.014)

1.590
(0.014)

1.604
(0.004)

1.598
(0.004)

o
>»
a,

-

1.424

1.414(0.014)

1.418
(0.014)
1.429

(0.004)

1.424
(0.004)

"o.

126.4
(0.7)
128

130.1
(0.9)

-

—

128.0
(0,6)

a.
_O

-

125

124/4
(0.9)

126.8
(0.7).

—

125.3
(0,5)

>

s
p.

-

-

121,2
(0.9)

122.8
(0.7)
123.5
(0.7)

122.6
(0.5)

Valence an?

O

o

99.8
(0.8)
99.5

98.0
(mean)

96.7
(0.7)

—

98.4
(0.8)

les, deg*

O
0.
O

105

104
(mean)

102
(mean)

101.6
(0.8)

103.0
(0.8)

o
II

Q.

o

117

115.6
(1.0)

118.8
(0.7)

—

117.0
(0.5)

o
II

o
>"

-

113.6
(0.8)

114.6
(0.7)
116.5
(0.3)

115.3
(0.3)

Method

el. dif.

estimate

X-ray

X-ray

el. dif.

—

Refs.

228

228

228

229

229

*The symbols
**Beagley et al.228

diffraction data.

and PV denote tervalent andquinquevalent phosphorus respectively,
believe that the length 1.556 A is due to an unusual error in the X-ray

quinquevalent phosphorus atom. The remaining oxides
differ from these by the number of terminal oxygen atoms
(and correspondingly by the number of tervalent and
quinquevalent phosphorus atoms). The replacement of
P=O by P=S bonds in P4O8S4 leaves the overall structure
the same as before.

Table 13, which we took from Stosick227, lists the bond
lengths and the valence angles of all the phosphorus oxides.
The PUT—O bridging bonds are not the same for both types
of oxygen atoms (the difference is 0.029 ± 0.009 A). This
is evidence that the intermediate oxides P4O7, P-iOs, and
P4Og cannot be regarded as comprising simply fragments
of the terminal members of the series (P4Oe and P4O10).

The PHI-O bridging bonds are longer than the PV-O bonds
and the corresponding bonds in the acyclic structures
(1.60 A).11

XII. CYCLIC POLYPHOSPHINES AND ELEMENTAL
PHOSPHORUS

An interesting feature of the PP bond in acyclic struc-
tures is the low sensitivity of its length to changes in the
valence state of the phosphorus atom and in the nature of
the attached groups (2.18-2.22 A). " In the ring systems



Russian Chemical Reviews, 41 (12) , 1972

Table 14. Cyclic polyphosphines and elemental phosphorus.
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Compound

(PCF8)« (XCVII)

(PC,HU)< (XCVIII)

Ring
conformation

non-planar

ditto

(PC8F6), (XCIX) I ,
1

(PCF3)5 (C)

(PPh)6 (CI)

{. if /P—PS (cin

N>h

(PPh)8 (CII)

P 4 (vapouiXCIV)

Black orthorhombic
phosphorus (Pg). (CV)

Violet phosphorus
(eight-, nine-membered
groups) (CVI)

envelope.

ditto

planar bicyclic
ring system

chair

tricyclic structure
(tetrahedron)

chaii

non-planar

Endocycllc bonds

bond type

>P-P/

ditto

»

»

»

>

>

bond
length, A

2.213
(0.005)

2,224
(0.002)

2.236
(0.002)

2,223
(0.017)

2.217
(0.006)

2,209
(0.003)

2.235
(0.005)

2.21
(0.02)

2.234
(mean)

2.219
(0.01)

Exocyclic bonds

bond type

\p-C-

ditto

\ / '

ditto

»

-

-

-

bond
length, A

1.867
(0.014)

1.874
(0.002)

1.838
(0.003)

1.906
(0.020)

1.843
(0.01)

1.825
(0.01)

1-843
(0.01)

Endocyclic valence
angles

angle

PPP

ditto

»

PPC

PCC

PPP

ditto

>

magnitude,
deg

84.7

85.5
(0.06)

85.24
(0,04)

101.3
(mean)

100
(mean)

97.3
(0.1)

99.7
(0.2)

120,5
(mean)

95,0
(0.5)

60

100

101.0
(0.3)

Exocyclic valence
angles

angle

PPC

ditto

»

»

-

-

-

magnitude,
deg

97.8

102,7
(0.2)

101.05
(0.1)

97.6
(mean)

102

101.8
(mean)

98 5
(0.'5)

Method

X-ray

ditto

»

el. dif.

X-ray

ditto

Refs.

230,231

232

233

234,235

236

237

238,239

240

241

242

ISconsidered (Table 14), the length of the \ p - P v bond i*

apparently somewhat greater, although the range of its
variation remains fairly narrow (2.21-2.24 A)J. Within
the limits of each structure the PP bonds are almost equal.
The valence angles of the phosphorus atoms vary with the
complexity of the ring.

The conformation of the cyclic polyphosphines investiga-
ted in the crystal phase is as a rule non-planar. The only
exception is compound (CII), where the average torsion
angle is only 5° within the limits of the bicyclic ring sys-
tem. The tetramers (XCVII) -(XCIX) have the molecular
symmetry ~D2d with equatorial orientation of the exocyclic
substituents. Their PPPP torsion angles are respectively
34°, 31.4°, and 32.2°. The Raman spectra of liquid cyclic
polyphosphines (PR)4 have also been interpreted in terms
of D2d symmetry243. In the pentamers (C) and (CI), the
PPPP torsion angles vary in the ranges 18—58° and 2 — 61°
(the envelope conformation), the average in both structures
being 38°. In these molecules, the exocyclic substituents
at the two adjacent phosphorus atoms lie on one side of the
ring, since, in contrast to the tetramers, a regular alter-
nation of the directions in which the substituents are
oriented relative to the average plane is in this case
impossible. The ring system of the hexamer (CHI) has a
chair conformation characterised by an average torsion

t Anomalous^P-PM2.26-2.33 A) bond lengths

were found in the crystal structures of phosphorus
sulphides and selenides (see below).

angle of 84° with equatorial orientation of the exocyclic
phenyl groups.

The possibility that the cyclicpolyphosphine ring systems
(PR)n {n = 4. 5, or 6) are aromatic was discussed
recently7'29' . This hypothesis arose in connection with
certain characteristics of the ultraviolet spectra of these
compounds245'246. One must emphasise that there are no
grounds for such a conclusion from the standpointof the
structure of cyclic polyphosphines. In particular the
absence of electron delocalisation is indicated by the
invariance of the PP bond lengths.

The tetrahedral molecules of elemental phosphorus
(CIV) in the vapour phase may be regarded as a tricyclic
phosphine. The valence angles of the phosphorus atoms
are in this case only 60°. It has been suggested that
white (crystalline) phosphorus has a similar structure247'248.
Red phosphorus is formed from white phosphorus when one
of the bonds in the tetrahedra is cleaved and the tetrahedra
are joined together to form chains or rings249. This
hypothesis is consistent with the variation spectra of
amorphous red phosphorus250, which agrees best with a
polymeric structure consisting of puckered four-membered
rings with the D2d (or C2v) symmetry which is the same as
(or similar to) the symmetry of the molecules of tetrameric
cyclicpolyphosphines (XCVII) -(XCIX). None of the crys-
talline modifications of red phosphorus, the existence of
which has been demonstrated by X-ray diffraction251, has
been subjected to a detailed structural analysis. The
different modifications of black phosphorus (CV) and (CVI)
contain more complex rings as repeating structural units.
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Table 15. Cyclic phosphonothioates, phosphorohalidothioates, polyphosphonothioates, and
polyphosphor ohalidothioates.

Compound

H,C;—S r-<

i p ' (CVIII)

.XX «-

Ring
conformation

envelopes

half-chair

Planar

boat

Endocyclic bonds

bond type

ditto

>

bond;
length,

A

2.087
(0.002)

2.051
(0.005)

2,141
(0.006)

2.10
(0.02)

Exocyclic bonds

bond type

\ /'

-i-S
Ic

-P=S
! c

i c i

i
= P —Br

bond
length,

A

1.801
(0.006)

1.936

(0.002)

2.059
(0.004)

1.910
(0.005)

1.830
(0.015)

1.945
(0.005)

2.07
(0.02)

1.98
(0.02)

Endocyclic valence
angles

angle

SPS

PSC

SPS

PSC

SPS

PSP

SPS

PSS

magnitude,
deg

98.5
(0.1)

99.4

(0.4)

100.5
(0.2)

96.1
(0.5)

94.54
(0.22)

85.46
(0.23)

106

100

Exocyclic valence
angles

angle

S c P = S

CP=S

SCPC

S P=S
c

CIP=S

SCPCI

S c P = = S

CP=S

SCPC

magnitude,
deg

115,1
(0.1)

113.9
(0.2)

106.4
(0.2)

117.3
(0-2)

111.4
(0.2)

104.5

116.56
(0.18)

113.54
(0.51)
106.81
(0.18)

Method

X-ray

ditto

*

»

Refs.

252

253

254, 255

256

XIII. CYCLIC PHOSPHONOTHIOATES (CVII),
PHOSPHOROHALIDOTHIOATES (CVIII), POLYPHOSPHO-
NOTHIOATES (CIX), AND POLYPHOSPHOROHALIDO-
THIOATES (CX)

The length of the =P—S— endocyclic bonds in five-

membered phosphonothioates and phosphorohalidothioates
(Table 15) has been shown by the first studies of these
structures in the crystalline phase not to differ from that
in the acyclic structures (2.07-2.09 A) within the limits of
error " . The SPS endocyclic angles are similar to the
OPO angles in five-membered cyclic phosphates (98-99°)
(see above), but the PSC angles are significantly smaller
than the POC angles. The conformations of five-mem-
bered rings in phosphonothioates and phosphorohalido-
thioates are non-planar, as for cyclic phosphates. In
structure (CVH), the phosphorus and sulphury atoms
deviate from the mean-square plane by 0.15 A in the
opposite directions (the envelope conformation); in struc-
ture (CVIII) the deviations of the ring atoms from the best
plane are -0.194 A for P, 0.299 A for S(2), -0.336 A for
Co), 0.161 A for C(4), and 0.071 A for S(5) (the conforma-
tion is close to that of the half-chair form). The confor-
mation of the four-member ed ring of the polyphosphono-
thioate (CDI) is planar (C2h symmetry), like that found for
the diphosphazane molecule with tetracoordinate phos-
phorus [compound (LXII)]. The six -m ember ed ring in
compound (CX) has a boat conformation with a PSSP tor-
sion angle of 86°.

XIV. PHOSPHORUS SULPHIDES [(CXI) -(CXVII)] AND
SELENIDES [(CXVIII)-(CXX)]

Phosphorus sulphides and selenides (Table 16) consist
of large polycyclic molecules P4Sn or P4Sen (n = 3, 5, 7,
9, or 10):

(CXI.CXVIII)

In contrast to phosphorus oxides, among phosphorus sul-
phides and selenides there are structures without sym-
metry elements. The isomeric di-iodo-derivatives
resemble closely this series of compounds:

si
ei

The polycyclic systems contain three-, four-, five-,
and six-membered rings. The conformation of the four-
membered rings in (CXIV) and (CXX) is close to that of the
rings of tetrameric cyclic polyphosphines (see above).
The five-membered rings in each of the sulphides [except
(CXVI) and (CXVII)] and selenides show a considerable
geometrical similarity to the rings of the five-membered
polyphosphines (C) and (CI) (the envelope conformation).

mi
ph
su
ca
bo;
th<
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Table 16. Phosphorus sulphides and selenides.
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Compound

P4S3 (CXI a)

P4S3 (CXI b)

a-PAlj
(CXII)

P^SsIg
(CXIII)

P A (CXIV)

a-P4S,
(CXVa)

f3-P4S,
(CXVb)

P4S9 (CXVI)

P«S,,
(CXVII)

P4Se3
(CXVIII)

j3-P4Se3I2
(CXIX)

P4Se6 (CXX)

Endocyclic PE bonds (E = S, Se)

"a,

2,090
(0.005)

2.17
(0,02)

2.10
(0.04)

2.095
(0.016)
2.13
(0.01)

2.11
(mean)

-

2.24
(0.03)

2.25
(0,04)

2,25
(mean)

K
w

—

•—

—

2.14
(mean)

2.108
(0.007)

2.11
(0.045)

2.11
(0.01)

-

-

2.285
(mean)

1
a.

2.085
(0.01)

2.079
(0.007)

2,07
(0.04)

2.12
(0-.01)

-

-

2,245
(0.015)

>*

—

—

2.114
(0.007)

2.12
(0.04)

2.12
(0.01)

2.097
(0.015)

—

-

-

" 0 .

2.235
(0.005)

2.21
(0.02)

2.20
(0.04)

2.21
(0.01)

f 2.26
(0.01)

I 2.24
(pV_pIII)

2,326
(0,007)

2.26
(0.02)

-

-

2.25
(0.03)

2,22
(0.03)

2.294
(0.019)
2.237
,0.016)

( P V - P U I )

Exocyclic
bonds, A

—

2,48(0,03)

(>Pc-D
2.471(0,008)

(> P c- l )

1.94(0,01)

(-H
1.918(0.007)

(-H
1.89(0.045)

(-H
1.93(0.01)

(-H
1.908(0.015)

tt-)
2.47(0.02)
( > P C - D

2.123(0.013)

(-H

Endocyclic valence angles (E = S, Se, or P)

EP"%

1 eo'*
99.4

I 103,1

-

102—105

101,6
(0,3)

(85«
102.5

( (mean)

103.5
(mean)

103
(mean)

108.4

-

(60**
100

llO5

102.7
(1.2)

186.5(0.5)"*
103.2

I (mean)

EPVE

-

-

-

/89.6**«
\108.4

107
(mean)

107
(mean)

109.6

109.3
(0.7)

-

/89.6(0,6)""
\109.3

(mean)

pIIIEPIII

103,0

105(3)

104

99.6(0,3)
106(0.3)

103.8
(mean) >

-

-

-

-

100

f 97.1(1.5)
1103.6(1.1)

102
(mean)

pIIlEpV

-

/88.7***
U03.4

102,4

102.5

110.8

-

-

/85.4(0,4)"'
199.7(0.4)

PVEPV

—

—

110.1

110

108.7

109.8
(0.7)

-

Exocyclic bonds

angle

PPI
SPI

PPI
SPI

PP=S
SP=S

SP=S

SP=S

SP=S

SP=S

-

PPI
SePI

PP=Se
SeP=Se

magnitude,
deg

-

<—

98
104

94.5(0.2)
103.0(0.4)

125.5
112

(mean)

112
(mean)

112

109.3

109.6(0.7)

94.6(1,0)
101,4(0.8)

121.9(0.6)
112

(mean)

M
et

ho
d

X-ray

el. dif.

X-ray

ditto

»

>

>

»

R
ef

s.

257

258

259

260

261, 262

262, 26 3

264

265

262, 263

266

267

268

•The symbols p in and PV denote tervalent and quinquevalent phosphorus respectively.
•*In a tervalent (three-membered?) ring.

•••In a quadrivalent (four-membered ?) ring.

The six-membered rings in compounds (CXVI) and
(CXVII), which include t r i - and tetra-coordinate phos-
phorus, have a chair conformation—the same as in (CHI)
and (CV). In the molecules of the di-iodides (CXII),
(CXIII), and (CXIX), two five-membered rings are joined
by a common PXP fragment.

In turn, the remaining endocyclic bonds form a common
six-membered ring in the boat form with the following
endocyclic angles:

(CXII) (cxiii)

PPS 91°
(mean)

PPP 96.5±0.5°
SPS 103.2 ±0.5°

PPP 97,8±1.5°
SePSe 103.6 ±1.3°

It is interesting that the PPP bonds considered are
much smaller than in the six-membered rings of black
phosphorus (102°). As already noted, the PP bonds in the
sulphides and selenides are significantly longer in many
cases than the usual bond. The lengths of the PS(PSe)
bonds are on average little different from those found in
the acyclic compounds n . The difference between the

bonds of tervalent and quinquevalent phosphorus are not as
pronounced as in the oxides. On the other hand, in cer-
tain structures [for example, in (CXIV) and (CXX)] the
lengths of the single PS and PSe bonds are different, the
differences reaching about 0.1 A.

- - - 0 O 0 - - -

The above discussion of the molecular structures of
cyclic organophosphorus compounds shows that their
geometrical structures have certain definitely unusual
features.

In small rings withn = 3-5 atoms, the valence angles
involving the phosphorus atom are apparently largely
determined by the dimensions, of the ring system. The
smallest of the known valence angles of the phosphorus

atom—the CPC angle in the HP
,

P molecule—is only

H2
47.4°. In four- and five-membered rings, the valence
angles of the phosphorus atoms are still significantly
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smaller than the analogous angles In the acyclic struc -
tures. In small rings, the single phosphorus-element
bonds are as a rule longer than the bonds in the acyclic
structures.

In the case of six-membered rings (excluding, of course,
phosphonitriles and similar formally unsaturated struc -
tures), there is usually considerable similarity with
acyclic structures as regards the above parameters. The
main reason for such differences is frequently believed to
be the existence of ring strain in small ring systems.
However, an appreciable increase in the length of PO
bridge bonds occurs also in six-membered rings in the
structure of phosphorus oxides.

The effect of exocyclic substituents on the geometrical
parameters of the ring system is shown, in particular, in
phosphonitriles, where the inhomogeneity of these substi-
tuents leads to different lengths of endocyclic bonds and a
decrease of the symmetry of the ring system.

It is as a rule impossible to establish significant differ-
ences between the parameters of endocyclic bonds and
those of acyclic compounds. However, the length of the
PCI bonds in phosphadiazoles (2.17 —2.19 A for tricoordi-
nate phosphorus and 2.07 A for^tetracoordinate phosphorus)
is much greater (by up to 0.20 A) than in other phosphorus
compounds. In most of the structures investigated, the
PCI bonds are shorter than the sum of the covalent radii
(2.09 A). This factor was interpreted as an increase in
the multiplicity of the PCI bonds. The greater length of
the PCI bond found in phosphadiazoles compared with the
sum of the covalent radii gives rise to new theoretical
problems.

Ring structures with pentacoordinate phosphorus (cyclo-
phosphazanes) constitute the first case to which the
empirical rule of the preferential axial location of fluorine
atoms in the trigonal -bipyramidal environment of the
phosphorus atom is inapplicable.

The simplest cyclic systems (three-membered sys-
tems) do not present any conformational problems, since
in such cases only planar structures are possible.
Examination of the complete set of the available data shows
that in more complex rings the conformation is non-planar
when tricoordinate phosphorus is present. The only
exception is the five-membered ring in compound (CII),
where the average torsion angle is only 5°. Planar
conformations are apparently characteristic of ring sys-
tems containing di- and penta-coordinate phosphorus.
Structures containing tetracoordinate phosphorus can have
both planar and non-planar conformations. The non-
planarity of the phosphole ring merits particular attention.
It implies the non -planarity of ethylene systems, which is
difficult to expect in view of the high barrier to rotation
about the C=C bond.

It is believed that the ring conformations are due to the
operation of forces associated with angular deformations
and torsional interactions in relation to bonds. Thus the
replacement of hydrogen atoms linked to terminal carbon
atoms in five-membered cyclic phosphites and phosphates
by methyl groups leads to an increase of torsional inter-
actions and a change in conformation from envelope to
half-chair. On the other hand, the envelope conformation
is difficult to expect for a ring of this type on the basis of
the hypothesis concerning the twisting moments about
different bonds, since in this case there is an eclipsed
configuration relative to the C—C bond, although it is
known that the barrier to rotation relative to this bond is
greater than that relative to the C—O and P—O bonds.

The axial disposition of the P—Cl bonds in the mole-
cules of five- and six-membered ring phosphites and

phosphates may be regarded as analogous to the gauche -
conformation of such bonds about the P - 0 bonds in the
acyclic derivatives.

The valence angles involving the exocyclic N and O
atoms are appreciably greater, as in the acyclic com-
pounds, than the values found in trimethylamine and in
methyl ether: the nitrogen atom has a planar bond con-
figuration and the POC valence angles are about 120°,
exceeding the COC valence angle by 10°.

On the whole, analysis of the structures investigated
makes it possible so far to elucidate only the general
trends, which require further confirmation and refinement.
The inadequacy of the available data is caused not only by
the small number of studies but to a greater extent by the
insufficient accuracy of their results.

ADDENDUM

The s t r u c t u r e of the d imer i c molecule of
a cyclophosphazane (CXXI) with t r i c o o r d i n a t e
phosphorus was investigated for the first time by
Muir and Nixon269. It was shown by X-ray diffraction
that the four-membered ring of this molecule is slightly
non-planar: the P and N atoms are alternately 0.045 A
above and below the average plane (a dihedral angle of 6°).
Both Cl atoms linked to the P atoms occupy equatorial
positions, i.e. they are located on the same side of the
ring as the N atoms. However, the substituents at the N
atoms are not equivalent in this respect: one of them is
in the cis -position relative to the Cl atoms and the other
in the trans -position:

(CXXI)

The molecule of compound (CXXI) has the following

geometrical parameters: r ( / P c - C l ) = 2.105(0.009) A;

r(Np c-Nc(1 = 1.689(0.005) A; Z NPN = 82.5(0.3)°;

ZPNP = 97.3(0.4)°; ZNPC1 = 103.3(0.4)°; Z PNC =
129.5° (on average). Evidently the bond lengths and
valence angles in the ring are very close to the values of
the corresponding parameters for the dimeric molecule of
a cyclophosphazane with tetracoordinate phosphorus
(LXII). However, the PCI bond length in (CXXI) is much
greater. A correction for thermal motion increases the
length of this bond to 2.149(0.009)1 .

According to an X-ray diffraction study270, the funda-
mental geometrical parameters of the bicyclic molecule

of (CXXII) have the following values: r O P c - N c ^ =

1.68(0.03) A; ZNPN = 100(3) °; ZPNN = 117(4)
sum of the valence angles of the nitrogen atom otN =
345(2) °. The PNNP chain in (CXXH) was found to be
planar to within 0.06(0.02) A.

the

I
(CXXII) .

s Me
N N

Two X-ray diffraction studies of cyclic s t r u c -
tu res with te t racoordinate phosphorus,
carried out at the beginning of the 1960's but not men-
tioned in earlier reviews, are of interest. In one of



Russian Chemical Reviews, 41 (12), 1972 1081

these investigations271, it was found that in the molecule
of compound (CXXIII) the P atom and the C atom of the
methylene group are located in the planes of the closest
benzene rings, the angle between these planes being 22°.

{.-GXXII1}

The geometrical parameters of the phosphorus fragment
I /,

in (CXXIII) are are follows: r ( = P c - C c A) = 1.80 A;

r ( = P c - C c - ) = 1.79 A; r(-P c=O)1= 1.47 A;

r(-P c=O) 2 = 1.57 A; ZOP=O = 115°; ZCPO = 107°;

ZCP=O=114°; Z(CPC)c = 101°.
In the second of the above two investigations272, the

following parameters were found for the (CXXIV) mole-
I I

cule: r(-P c=S) = 1.90(0.01) A; r ( = P c - O c - ) =

1.58(0.002) A; ZOP=S = 113.7(0.9)°; ZOPO = 104.7(1.1)°;
POC = 113.3(1.7)°. All three oxygen atoms in the

(CXXIV) molecule occupy axial positions in relation to the
cyclohexane ring.

A further two X-ray diffraction studies have been made
on the s t r u c t u r e of the c y c l i c o x y p h o s p h o r -
a n e s (CXXV) and(CXXVI):

(CXXV)

In both molecules the oxygen atoms occupy axial positions.
In (CXXV),237 the P atom is in the centre of a distorted
trigonal bipyramid with a four-membered ring in the
axial-equatorial plane. The ring is non-planar but has a
relatively small C<2)PO<4)/C(2)C<3)O<4) = 11° dihedral
angle, which corresponds to a displacement of the atoms
from the average ring plane by not more than 0.06 A. The
(CXXV) molecule has the following fundamental geomet-
rical parameters: r(PcOc)a = 1.79(0.01) A; r(PcO)a =
1.71(0.01) A; r(PcCc)e = 1.83(0.02) A; r(P cC) e = 1.79 A
(mean); C<2)PO(4) = 75.5(0.6)°; ZPO(4)C(3> = 94.8(1.0)°;
ZPC(2)C(3) = 94.8(1.0)°.

In the (CXXVI) molecule274, the P atom is in the centre
of an almost regular trigonal bipyramid. Both rings
occupy axial-equatorial positions. The five-membered
ring is planar, with the parameters r(PcOc)a =
1.786(0.006) A; r (P cC c ) e = 1.815(0.006) A; ZOPC =
87.3(0.2)°; Z POC = 113.8(0.2)°.

The non-planar six-member ed ring has the following
parameters: r(PcOc)a = 1,737(0.006) A; ZOPC =
92.7(0.2)°; ZPOC = 113.3(0.2) °.
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