
Russian Chemical Reviews, 43 (7), 1974

Translated from Uspekhi Khimii, 43,1207 -1240 (1974)

Metallocarboranes

L.l.Zakharkin and V.N.Kalinin

551

U.D.C. 547.401 ;547.401

A systematic account is given of the literature data on metallocarboranes. Particular attention is devoted to methods of their
synthesis and their structures. The characteristic differences between metallocarboranes with π-linked carboranyl ligands and
their ir-cyclopentadienyl analogues are considered.
The bibliography includes 134 references.
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I. INTRODUCTION

A new field in the chemistry of organic derivatives of
the elements arose recently and has been developing
vigorously—the chemistry of polyhedral carboranes.
One of the most interesting properties of compounds of
this class is the ability of carboranes or products of their
partial degradation to react with derivatives of transition
or non-transition metals to form metallocarboranes con-
taining metal atoms at one or several vertices of the
molecule. As a rule, transition metals combine with the
carborane fragment in ir -type complexes, as happens in
their classical cyclopentadienyl derivatives. The bond
between non-transition metals and the carbon and boron
atoms of the polyhedron is described in terms of many-
centre bonds, the main principles of which have been
described in Lipscomb's monograph1 on boron hydrides.
The vigorous development of the chemistry of metallo-
carboranes, particularly in recent years, led us to write
the present review, since the reviews in the literature
are obsolete2"4 or deal with selected studies by individual
groups of workers 5~8.

In the present review the data have been arranged
systematically in terms of types of metallocarboranes.
The dicarbollyl complexes of transition metals, the
largest class of metallocarboranes, are discussed first.
Problems associated with metallocarboranes based on
TT-mono- andir-hetero-carbollyl ligands isoelectronic with
the % -dicarbollyl ligand are considered next. This is
followed by an examination of metallocarboranes con-
taining a transition metal (in the vast majority of cases
cobalt) and π-linked ligands comprising lower carboranes.
The next section deals with metallocarboranes obtained
by the polyhedral expansion reaction. Metallocarboranes
containing a non-transition metal in the polyhedral mole-
cule are considered in the last section.

Particular attention has been devoted in this review
to the methods of synthesis and the structures of metallo-
carboranes and their most interesting physicochemical
characteristics are described. The review embraces
all studies in 1965-1972 (and partly in 1973).

II. NOMENCLATURE

The nomenclature in the field of metallocarboranes
constitutes a fairly complex problem in view of the wide

variety of carborane systems behaving as ligands and the
continuous appearance of new derivatives the names of
which do not fit within the framework of the IUPAC rules 9 .
Therefore, together with the adopted nomenclature, we
shall employ the trivial nomenclature widely used in the
literature, which greatly simplifies the discussion of the
problem and is to a large extent consistent with the litera-
ture data. The advantage of this approach to the problem
consists also in a considerable abbreviation of the names
of the compounds under consideration. For example,
instead of the IUPAC name "caesium 3,3' -commo-bis(nona-
hydro-l,2-dicarba-3-chroma-cZoso-dodecaborate) we shall
call the compound [(BsAHu^CrJ'Cs*, the "caesium salt
of bis(dicarbollyl)chromium". We may note that in the
IUPAC nomenclature the terms "commo" and "doso"
denote a closed polyhedral system and the term "nido"
denotes structures containing open planes or B-H-B
bridging linkages. The presence of carbon atoms in the
polyhedron is designated by the term "caroa" and their
number is given by the prefixes mono-, di-, etc. The
number of boron atoms is designated respectively by mono-
bora, dibora, etc. One of the most widely investigated
ions employed as air-ligand, Β^2Ηη"", has been called
"dicarbollide" and the isoelectronic ions B1(£Hif, C ,
and BgCAsH ô have been called "carbollide", "phospha-
carbollide", and "arsacarbollide" respectively. The
numerals before the π-ligand formula denote the position
of the carbon atoms or those of carbon and an element
(phosphorus, arsenic) in the carborane moiety. For
example, the carbon atoms in l,2-BflC2H?f are in the 1-
and 2-positions of the dicarbollyl ligand and in 1,7-
BgCPffio the carbon atom is in the 1-position and the phos-
phorus atom in the 7-position of the phosphacarbollyl
ligand. The number in brackets before the name of the
ligand denotes the position occupied by the metal in the
polyhedron.

ΠΙ. π-COMPLEXES BASED ON PRODUCTS OF PARTIAL
DEGRADATION OF CARBORANES

1. Dicarbollyl Complexes of Transition Metals

Icosahedral carboranes BioHioC2Ha interact with nucleo-
philic agents such as alkali metal alkoxides10"12 and amines13»1^
This results in the removal of the boron atom from the 3-
position in o- and m -carborane rings and in the formation
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of dicarbaundecaborate anions BaC2Hî . As shown for the
first time by Hawthorne and coworkers15'18, dicarbaundeca-
borate anions are acids which split off a proton on treat-
ment with sodium hydride and give rise to the dicarbollide
ion Β^Ηη". The $ΚΆ of the dicarbaundecaborate anion
has been determined17'18 and amounts to 21.3. Butyl-
lithium has been used in some cases to generate the dicar-
bollide ion19. It has been shown that in a strongly alka-
line medium there is an equilibrium between the
dicarbaundecaborate and dicarbollide ions1 6; this has been
used to obtain transition metal complexes in an aqueous
medium. The (3)-l,2-B9C2H!f and (3)-l,7-B9C2HTf ions
are isoelectronic with the hypothetical ion BnHu. A
structural scheme for the synthesis of dicarbollide ions is
presented below (Fig. 1). Fig. 1 shows that the dicarbol-
lide ion is a fragment of an icosahedron and consists of
nine BH and two CH units. In the (3)-l,2-B9C2H?1" ion the
carbon atoms adjoin one another and in the (3)-l,7-B9C2Hn~
ion they are separated by a boron atom. According to the
quantum-mechanical description of the dicarbollide ion16,
five atomic orbitals, largely spa-hybridised, are directed
from the five atoms in the pentagonal Β<£2 plane to the
vacant position at the apex; six electrons are distributed
in these orbitals. The combination of these atomic orbi-
tals leads to one strongly bonding fli -orbital, two degen-
erate bonding ex-orbitals, and two strongly anti-bonding
e2-orbitals. Six electrons occupy the ax- and both ei-
orbitals. In the reaction of the dicarbollide ion with
transition metal salts dicarbollide complexes of the
general type (ff-BgC^Hiî M are formed. On the other
hand, when the reaction is carried out in the presence of
the cyclopentadienide ion, complexes of the type
[(ir-CsHsjM (ff-BgC2Hn)] in some cases are formed. We
shall examine the dicarbollyl complexes in terms of
groups of transition metals.

A detailed method for their synthesis in an aqueous
medium has been published21. Iron(n) complexes are
mainly obtained by the reduction of the corresponding
iron(ni) complexes with sodium amalgam:

1.2-B.QHi, + FeCla -» [(π-1, 2-B e C 2 Hn) 2 Fe"] 2 - tL Z=Z± [(π-l, 2-B,C2H1 1)1 !FeH I]-
Na/Hg

z-

Figure 2.

A. The Iron Group

In the iron group (Fe, Ru, Os) the dicarbonyl com-
plexes have been obtained for iron only. They were the
first examples of metallocarboranes in which the transi-
tion metal is linked by a TT -bond to the carborane
moiety15'20. Hawthorn and coworkers15'16 found that the
1,2-dicarbollide ion reacts with iron(E) chloride in tetra-
hydrofuran (THF) to form the bis(dicarbollyl)iron dianion
[(π-l, 2-BBC,H l l)aFeII]a" in which the iron atom is in the
+2 formal oxidation state (FOS). This ion is readily
oxidised by atmospheric oxygen to [(7r-l,2-B9C2H1i)2FeIII]~
an analogue of the ferrocinium ion. The structures of
the dicarbollyliron complexes are presented in Fig. 2.

Complexes based on CC ' -dimethyl- and C-phenyl-1,2-
dicarbollide ions have been obtained16. A method for the
synthesis of dicarbollyliron complexes via the dithallium
derivative of 1,2-dicarbollide was proposed recently22.
The bis(dicarbollyl)iron(m) ion is resistant to the reaction
of strong acids and alkalies and is thermally stable up to
300°C, but the corresponding CC ' -dimethyl- and C-
phenyl derivatives decompose in an aqueous alkaline solu-
tion on boiling via the mechanism

[[(π-1, 2-Β,Ο,Η,Μβ,),Ρβ]- + ΟΗ~ + 2H2O - , 2 [1, 2-B,C1H1 0Me l]- + Fe (OH),.
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Like ferrocene, the iron(II) complexes have the d6 CCHIF
figuration and are diamagnetic, while the iron(III) com-
plexes are paramagnetic. When a mixture of C5H5 and
l,2-B9C2Hn" ions was treated with iron(II) chloride in THF,
low yields of π-cyclopentadienyl-π-dicarbollyliron com-
plexes with the iron atom in the +2 or +3 formal oxidation
state were obtained:

CHJ" + 1,2-B,C2H«- + FeCl2 -^ [(n-C sH6) Fe (1,2-B,C 2 H u )]-

Figure 3.

A convenient method for the synthesis Qi the neutral
complex (ir-C5H5)Fe(l,2-B9C2Hu) in methanol with a yield
in excess of 50% was proposed recently23. The structure
of the ν -cyclopentadienyl-ττ -dicarbollyliron(ΠΙ) was deter-
mined24 and the sandwich type of binding in this complex
was confirmed (Fig. 3). It is interesting that the dis->
tances from the iron atom to the carbon atoms of the cyclo-
pentadienyl ring and to the carbon and boron atoms in the
pentagonal plane of the dicarbollyl ligand are the same,
amounting to approximately 2.07 A. The ESR spectra of
all the dicarbollyliron(ITI) complexes showed the presence
of an unpaired electron25. The experimental effective
magnetic moments of the iron(in) complexes26 were found
to agree well with the values calculated theoretically27.
Studies on the Mossbauer spectra of the complexes

]-, (n-C,H5) F e U I n - l , 2-B,C,Hu]

[(π-1,2-B,C,H 1 I ) 2 Fe I I r and [(πΟ,Η.) F e " (n-1, 2-B,C,Hu)]-

showed28'29 that their quadrupole splitting parameters are
analogous to the values for the corresponding biscyclo-
pentadienyl derivatives, although they are somewhat
higher. The reason for this is the higher s-electron
density at the iron atom in the dicarbollyl complexes than
in the cyclopentadienyl complexes, which suggests a more
effective withdrawal of a electrons through τι -bonding from
the metal in the former case.

In C-substituted derivatives the bis-(l,2-dicarbollyl)-
ironin)2" residue exhibits powerful electron-donating
properties both via the inductive mechanism (crj = -0.27 -
-0.43) and via the conjugative mechanism (OR — -0.15-
-0.22), the properties being more pronounced than those

of the ferrocenyl group30. The lE and U B NMR spectra
and the oxidation-reduction potentials of dicarbollyliron
complexes have been published16. The latter are pre-
sented in Table 1.

The reduction potentials of ir-(3)-l,2-dicarbollyliron(III)
complexes in 50% aqueous acetone.

Compound

Me«N[(l,2-B,C sHn)2Fe]
M N K l , 2-BeC2H9Me»)2Fe]

Μ11, mV
Compound

—0.424
—0.538

Me«N [(1, 2-BAH, 0Ph) 2Fe]
(CHdPtLaBAH)

E,A for M U I +

e"->M n,inV

- 0 . 4 6 4
—0.080

One should note the higher thermal stability and the
higher resistance to the action of acids and bases of the
dicarbollyliron complexes compared with their cyclopenta-
dienyl analogues—ferrocene and the ferrocenium ion.
In contrast to ferrocene, the dicarbollyliron(II) complexes
are rapidly oxidised to iron(m) complexes, which are
more stable in this case.

When the 1,2-dicarbollide ion was treated with an
excess of iron pentacarbonyl, a dimeric carbonyl product
with π -dicarbollyl ligands was obtained31:

1, 2-B,C,H^ + Fe (CO), J M _ {[π-(3)-1, 2-B,C 2Hn] 2Fe 2 (CO),}»" .

In the solid state the complex in the form of the tetra-
methylammonium salt decomposes slowly in air, while in
solution in acetone or acetonitrile the decomposition is
rapid. The trans -structure proposed initially for the
dimer3 1 was not confirmed and it was shown that, like
[jr-C5H5Fe(CO)2]2, the ^-cartonylbis-[ir(3)-l,2-dicarbolly\r«
iron] dianion has the as-configuration32. "->

The chemistry of dicarbollyliron complexes has been
little investigated. It has been established that in a
strongly acid medium (concentrated HC1, HC1O4-CH3OH),
the complex [(ir-l^-BsAiHii^Fen]2", which is an analogue
of ferrocene, is protonated33, but the XH NMR spectrum of
[(ir-l,2-B9C2Hii)2FenH]2- in a high field does not show the
hydrogen signal characteristic of the protonated form of
ferrocene (CsHs^FeH*. The appearance in the infrared
spectrum of [(l,2-B9C2Hu)2FeH]' of a band at 1835 cm"1

can equally indicate both the presence of an Fe-H bond and
of B-H-B bridging linkages. For this reason, the
available data do not allow a choice between these two
alternative schemes33. It has been shown that the pro-
tonated form of bis-(l,2-dicarbollyl)iron(n) reacts
smoothly with dialkyl sulphides, the reaction being accom-
panied by the evolution of hydrogen and the formation of
h-substituted products3 3:

R2S + [HFe" (1,2-B,C 2 H u ) 2 ]- -» H, + [ F e " (1,2-B,C,Hu) (1, 2-B,CsH10SR,,)]- .

The latter are readily oxidised with formation of neutral
stable paramagnetic iron(EQ) complexes. The reverse
reduction process is also possible:

[ F e " (1, 2-B,C2Hn) (1, 2-B,AH1 0SR2)]- ; £ [ F e 1 " (1, 2-B,C2Hu) (1,2-BeC2HI0SR2)]« .

When hydrogen chloride was passed into a suspension of
[(l^-BgCaHaJaFeinj-Cs* in diethyl sulphide, a very low
yield of the disubstituted complex FeII(l,2-B9C2H10SEt2)2

was isolated together with the monosubstituted product.
Chemical oxidation of the disubstituted complex led to the
first example of cationic bis(dicarbollyl)metal complexes,
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namely [(l,2-BeC2H1oSEt2)2Feni]\33 The substitution
mechanism at the boron atom of the dicarbollyl ligand is
regarded as acid-catalysed nucleophilic substitution in
which the proton removes the most hydridic hydrogen atom
of the ligand with subsequent attack by the nucleophile at
this position. The structure of the boron-substituted
complexes, an example of which is presented in Fig. 4, was
established on the basis of lR and n B NMR data.

-GH2CH3

CH2CH3

en
Β

Figure 4.

When hydrogen chloride is passed into suspension of
[(l,2-B9C2Hu)2Fein]-K1' in C& in the presence of AICI3,
a bridge-type dicarbollyl complex with an electron-defi-
cient carbon atpm is formed :

[(1, 2-B,C,Hxl),Fer + CS» + H+
. j

1, 2-B.QHioS/
+CH

B. The Cobalt Group

In the cobalt group (Co, RhJ, Ir) dicarbollyl complexes
are known for cobalt only. The reaction of the 1,2-dicar-
bollide ion with cobalt chloride gives a high yield of the
bis-(l,2-dicarbollyl)cobalt anion with the cobalt atom in the
+3 formal oxidation state 1 8 ' 3 5, the anion being an analogue
of the cobalticinium ion:

, 2-B,CiHu],Co}-+ 3C1--f 0.5Co» .2(3)-i,2-B,CiH?- +

A complex with the ion (3)-1,7-Β^!ΒΗ?Γ - {[π-(3)-1,7-
^ O } " was obtained analogously. When CoCla

interacts with a mixture of CBH5~ and 1,2- or l,7-BeC2Hif
ions, neutral η -cyclopentadienyl-π -(3)^dicarbollylcobalt
complexes are formed18'35.

Improved methods for the synthesis of (ir-C5H5)Co(ir-
l^-BgCaHn) complexes were proposed recently2 3 '3 6.
Dicarbollylcobalt complexes can be obtained via the
dithallium dicarbollide22. X-Ray diffraction analysis of
the caesium salt of bis-[(3)-l,7-dicarbollyl]cobalt(m)37

confirmed that the structure presented in Fig. 2 is general.
A series of ir-cyclopentadienyl-ir-C-substituted 1,2-dicar-
bollylcobalt complexes have been obtained l e'38, among

which the greatest, interest attaches to (C5He)CoIn[B6C,H1

.(CHaOH)}. When CrOa was allowed to react with this
complex, the C-formyl and C-carboxy-derivatives were
synthesised The greater ease of the oxidation of the
CH2OH group to CHO compared with the oxidation of the
latter to COOH is unusual in this case. The acid chloride
was obtained from the acid; it enters into the Friedel-
Crafts reaction with benzene in the presence of AICI3,
giving a ketone:

A1P1

l0(COCl)] + C,H, '-

The ptfa for the acid (CsHsJCo^CalWCOOH)] in 50%
ethanolis 3.54.38

It is impossible to isolate dicarbollylcobalt(n) com-
plexes. This suggests that the cobalt(n) complexes
formed initially are rapidly oxidised by cobalt chloride
with formation of very stable bis(dicarbollyl)cobalt(m)
salts with the d6 configuration. However, the existence
of cobalt(II) complexes is supported by the oxidation-
reduction potentials obtained by polarographic and cyclic
volt-amperometric methods, which indicate the occur-
rence of one-electron reduction of bis(dicarbollyl)co-
balt(m) and its C-substituted derivatives, i.e. the transi-
tion d6 — d7 or ΜΠΙ + e~ -» ΜΠ.

Figure 5.

In the case of an unsubstituted complex, the reversible
one-electron ΜΠΙ oxidation wave is observed at +1.57 mV,
which led to the hypothesis that a dicarbollyl complex with
a cobalt atom in the +4 formal oxidation state exists1 6.
A careful electrochemical study of dicarbollylcobalt com-
plexes led to the conclusion that the dicarbollyl ligand
stabilises the metal in both the highest and the lowest
oxidation states and for the complexes (jr-CsH5)Co(7r-l,2-
B9C2H11) and [(ff.-l,2-BdCaHiikCo]' the ΜΠΙ + e~ -* Ml
transition is observed at -2J.1 and -2.24 mV respectively
together with ΜΠΙ + e " -»• ΜΠ. 39

Bromination of the rubidium salt of [{1,2-B9C2HH)BCO]~
in acetic acid gave the hexabromo-derivative16, where
there are three halogen atoms in each it -ligand according
to X-ray diffraction data4 0 (Fig. 5). This compound is
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interesting in the sense that its two one-electron reduction
waves corresponding to the processes

CoU I+<T Co" and Co" 4- e~ - u s mV Co1,

are displaced to the region of highly positive potentials
and clearly confirm the possibility of the existence of
ν -bonded cobalt a8-complexes16.

The 1,2-dicarbollide ion reacts with dicobalt octa-
carbonyl to form π -dicarbollyldicarbonylcobalt, which is
readily oxidised30:

2(l,2-B9C2Hi7)+Coa(CO)8 _ 2{[n-(3)-l,2-B,C,Hu]Co(CO)1}-+4CO .

In the synthesis of dicarbollyl complexes in a highly
alkaline medium there is a possibility of further degrada-
tion of the dicarbollyl ligand in the complex with elimina-
tion of the BH unit. In this case the product is the biden-
tate π-bonding ligand BsCaHto, which has been called the
(3,6)-l,2-dicarbanastide ion, whose interaction with an
excess of the transition metal salt and the π -ligands leads
to two- and three-metal derivatives. Thus in a highly
alkaline medium [(l,2-B9C2Hn)2Co]~ is converted by CoCb
and l,2-B9C2Hif ions into

{[(3)-l, 2-B,C2Hu]Co[(3, 6)-l, 2-B8C2H10] Co[(3)-1(2-B9C2HU]}2- (Fig.6)
and [{[(3)-t>2-B,CaH11]Co[(3,6)-l,2-BeCIH10]}iCols- (Fig.7) ("-" 4 ).

Figure 6.

Figure 7.

(CsHB)Co(l,2-BgC2Hii) reacts with CoCk and C5H5 in the
presence of alcoholic alkali to form [(C5H5)Co]3 [(3,6)-
B8C2H10] (Fig. 8) and {(CBH5)Co[(3,6)-l, 2-BeC1Hip]}tCo
(Fig. 9).: The l l B NMR spectra of the η"[ιτ-(3)-1,2-
B9C2Hu]2Co}" ion and of its ϋ-deuteriated andu-haloge-
nated derivatives have been recorded45 at 70.6 MHz and

the signals in the spectrum have been assigned to the
corresponding boron atoms in the ligand. On the basis
of the i9Co NQR spectra of Cs(ir-l,2-B9C2Hu)aCo, Harris4 1

concluded that the π-dicarbollyl and π-cyclopentadienyl
groups are almost indistinguishable as regards binding to
Coin and Fell and the boron atoms in the dicarbollyl
ligand have an electron-donating capacity close to that of
carbon atoms. However, subsequently this view was
revised28.

10

Ο
Figure 8.

As a substituent linked via the carbon atoms of the
ligand, bis(dicarbollyl)cobalt is a weak electron acceptor
via the inductive mechanism (σ̂  = -0.01-0.06) and a
moderately strong donor via the conjugative mechanism
(°R — -0-07 0.12)30. The replacement of one dicar-
bollyl group by a cyclopentadienyl group increases the
inductive electron-accepting capacity of the complex
(σ̂  = 0.21) but hardly alters the resonance electron-
donating component (o& 0.10). The ability of the
bis (dicarbollyl) complex to enter into conjugation with IT-
substituents has been confirmed by the electronic spectra
of bis-(C -alkenyldicarbollyl)cobalt47.
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In their attempts to alky late bis(dicarbollyl)cobalt(in)
under the conditions of the Priedel-Crafts reaction,
Francis and Hawthorne41'48 observed an interesting reac-
tion involving the formation of a bridge-type derivative of
the dicarbollyl complex with an electron-deficient carbon
atom. When hydrogen chloride is passed into a suspen-
sion of bis(dicarbollyl)cobalt and A1C13 in CSfe, the
-S-CH-S- bridge linked to the boron atoms of the ligands
is formed between dicarbollyl ligands:

(Fig. 10)
HuSv +

Co- CH
1.&B.CHWS/

observedB0 instead of the expected formation of coupling
or arylation products. At room temperature the salt is
insoluble In benzene but on heating above 60°C it dissolves
completely with liberation of a gas and the formation of
biphenyl and a coupling product the structure of which is
illustrated in Fig. 11. Decomposition of the phenyldiazo-
nium salt in toluene and of the tolyldiazonium salt in ben-
zene yielded coupling products containing the tolyl and
phenyl groups respectively and methylbiphenyl, i.e. the
aryl group from the diazonium cation does not enter into
the composition of the complex. The reaction scheme in
Fig. 12 was put forward on the basis of these products.

Figure 10.

The complex (l,7-BgC2Hio)iCoS2CH was obtained simi-
larly from {[(3)-l,7-B9C2Hu>Co}". A bridge with an
electron-deficient carbon atom is formed also in an acetic
acid-acetic anhydride mixture in the presence of HCIO4
as a catalyst:

[(1,2.BlCiHu),Cor + MeCOOH - (1, 2-B,C,H11)Co (1,2-B,C,Hi0OOCMe) £ ·

-• (1, 2-B,ClH,0),CoO!CMe .

The carbonium ionic centres in (1,2-BBC2HIO)ZCOS2CH
and (l,2-B9C2Hio)2CoO*CMe are relatively inactive with
respect to protic solvents, probably owing to the proxi-
mity of the negative charges of the heteroatoms. A
solution of NaBEU in ethanol reduces (1,2-Βοε2Η10)Οο&ΟΗ
to [(1,2-Βθθ2Ηιο)2θο&€Ηβ]~ in quantitative yield. Aqueous
ethanol hydrolyses the bridge-type derivatives:

^ - * {[1,2-Β,0,Η1β(8Η)),Ο>}- ,

^ r - {[1,2-B,C,Hle (OH)],Co}~ .

Like bis(dicarbollyl)iron(n), bis(dicarbollyl)cobalt(m)
enters into an acid-catalysed nucleophilic substitution
reaction in diethyl sulphide, leading to a neutral product33:

[(1,2-B,CHu),Cor + HC1 + Et,S - Co (1,2-B.CiHu) [1. 2-B,C,Hi»SEt,] .

When an aqueous solution of K(l,2-BeC2H11)2Co is
treated with phenyldiazonium tetrafluoroborate, cation
exchange and the formation of the phenyl diazonium salt of
bis(dicarbollyl)cobalt(PhNa)*[(1,2-BgCaHu )Co]" are

The complexes (ir-CeHs)Co(ir-l,2-B9C2Hn) and [(ττ-1,2-
^Co]' served as the starting materials for the

synthesis of new metallocarboranes containing one and two
boron atoms less than in the initial metallocarboranes51'52.
The reaction has been called the "polyhedral contraction
reaction". In general its equation is

where ζ

[LCo(BnC,Hn+,)f

0 for L m C,HB" and ζ » - 1 for L (3)-l, 2-

The base-catalysed degradation of the complexes with
subsequent oxidation of the products by hydrogen peroxide
gives rise to a new metallocarborane containing the w-(l)-
2,4-BeC2H?o ion as one of the ligands (Fig. 13):

\ % (n-C,H,)Co [π-(l)-2,4.B,C,HW] ,

The last complex forms with pyridine an inner salt having
the composition [7T-(3)-l,2-B8CaHii]Co[ir-(l)-2,4-BeC2Hlo.
.OsHeN],81 in which the 'onium nitrogen atom is linked to
the boron atom of the w-(l)-2.4-BeC2Hio ligand according
to X-ray diffraction analysis i 3 ' M . Oxidation of com-
plexes containing the (l)-2,4-BeC2Hio ligand by iron(m)
chloride in boiling ethanol results in their further degra-
dation. In the case of the cyclopentadienyl-containing
complex, a nido -metallocarborane is formed as the main
product under these conditions. Like the neutral nido-
carboranes BaCaH^, β β"β 7 the nido -metallocarborane
(C5HB)Co(B7C2Hii) slowly splits off hydrogen on heating to
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Figure 12.

z-

Figure 13.

70eC and is converted into a closo-metallocarborane with
the ir-(2)-6,7-B7CaHe ligand. However, at 70°C the π -
(2)-6,7-B7CaHe ligand in the complex rearranges to π-(2)-
i,6-B?CaH9. Further rearrangement to the 1,10-isomer
requires a temperature of 150°C.

The above sequence of reactions is illustrated sche-
matically in Fig. 14. The complex {[ir-(3)-l,2-BeC2Hu]Co.
.[7r-(2)-l,6-B7C2H9]}' was obtained similarly from {[ff-(3)-
l,2-BoCaHnX:o[ff-(l)-2,4-BeC2Hio]}" (Fig. 15).

An interesting property of π-cyclopentadienyl-ir-(3)-
1,2-dicarbollylcobalt and its CC '-dimethyl derivative is
the ability to undergo a gas-phase rearrangement at 400-
700°C with formation of isomeric complexes differing in
the distribution of carbon atoms in the dicarbollyl ligandB8

(Fig. 16). In none of the isomers obtained do the carbon
atoms in the ligand retain adjacent positions. Therefore
the driving force of the rearrangement in the isomerisation
of metallocarboranes as well as carboranes4 is presum-
ably the mutual repulsion of the carbon atoms, which are
the most electropositive centres in the molecule.

C. The Nickel Group

In the nickel group (Ni, Pd, Pt) the dicarbollyl deriva-
tives of all the metals are known. The paramagnetic
complex [(1,2-ΒβΟ2Ηιι)2ΝΐΠ]2- with the rf6 configuration,
which is extremely readily oxidised to the nickel(III) com-
plex with the d1 configuration, was obtained by the reaction
of the (3)-l,2-dicarbollide ion with nickel(Π) salts in THF
or in a highly alkaline mediuml9>89. Oxidation of the
nickel(ΙΠ) complex by iron(in) chloride leads to the neutral
diamagnetic complex (l,2-BeCaHn)aNiIV with the d* con-
figuration. Nickel complexes with the (3)-l,7-BaCiH*f
ligand in which the nickel atom is in the +2, +3, and +4
formal oxidation states were obtained similarly18.
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Figure 15.

Figure 14.

Dicarbollylnickel complexes have characteristic struc-
tural features which depend on the formal oxidation state
of the metal. The nickel(n) complexes have a distorted
sandwich structure with the ligands displaced relative to
one another in opposite directions (Fig. 17).60 The
nickel(III) complexes have the normal sandwich structure
(Fig. 2), while a cisoid sandwich configuration, in which
both carbon atoms of each ligand are located on the same
side of the molecule, is characteristic of nickel(IV)
(Fig. 18).61 This gives rise to an appreciable dipole

moment in (l,2-B9C2Hu)2NiIVj amounting, for example, to
6.16 D in cyclohexane. Owing to the high positive charge
on the metal atom (+4), bis(dicarbollyl)nickel(IV) is a
powerful-electron accepting substituent (σ̂  = 0.50-0.65).30

Complexes with C-methyl- and C-phenyl-l,2-dicarbollyl
ligands have been obtained62. In this case enantiomers
exist, so that three isomers are possible: the meso-iso-
mer and the (±)-recemate. This was confirmed by the
1 9 F NMR spectra of P- and w-fluorophenyl-substituted
nickel(IV) complexes, which contain two fluorine signals
corresponding to the me so-form and the (±)-racemate.30

The complex (l,2-B9C2Hii)2NiIV is readily reduced to
[(Ι^-ΒίΑΗιι^ΝίΠΙ]- by "hard" Lewis bases with some
degradation of the complex61. An interesting property of

Figure 16.
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(l,2-B9C2Hii)2NiIV is the considerable acidity of the C-H
bond in the dicarbollyl ligand, which was shown by the
ease of deuterium exchange with D2O in an alkaline medi-
um, while in acid solutions (D2SO4 in DOAc) the deuterium
exchange is slow and involves only the B-H bonds of the
ligand. "Soft" Lewis bases, for example Cl", Br", and
SCN", react with ( l^-B^Hu^NilV to give 1 :1 adducts,
which can be isolated in a crystalline form. Similar
adducts have been obtained with condensed aromatic hydro-
carbons—pyrene naphthalene, and phenanthrene—and aro-
matic η-bases such as dimethylaniline61.

n-9

ο H

Figure 17.

Molecular rearrangements characteristic of metallp-
carboranes can be observed in CC ' -disubstituted dicar-
bollylnickel complexes. There is a possibility of three
isomeric series of compounds62"64: series A—compounds
with adjacent carbon atoms on the binding surfaces of both
ligands; series Β—compounds with adjacent carbon atoms
in both ligands but in one of the ligands one carbon atom
is displaced to the interior of the ligand so that its binding
plane contains four boron atoms and one carbon atom;
series C—compounds with adjacent carbon atoms in both
ligands and with (B4C) binding surfaces. The conversions
of series A compounds into series Β and C compounds are
irreversible. The reaction sequences and the electro-
chemical characteristics of the reactions of the bis-(CC ' -
dimethyldicarbollyl)nickel system are presented below:

Ni (acac)2

[(Me2Cb)2Nin—A] a~ . [ (Me 2 Cb) 2 Ni l n -A]-
-o-5S.mV |2 0 0°

[O]

[(Me2Cb)2№»-Bp- ^ r = i [(MeaCb):.Ni1"-B]- ,— [(Me2Cb)2NiIV-B]«
- ι 02 m v +0.15 mV \ 1 0 0»

Series C

[(Me2Cb)2Nin — C ] 2 " , I [(Me,Cb)2Ni I U—C]" τ=Ζ
-l.i» mV -o.io

t Me2Cb = [(3)-l,2-B9C2H9Me2].

Fig. 19 illustrates the structure of bis-CC ' -dimethyl-
1,2-dicarbollylnickel(IV) with one isomerised ligand.

Unsubstituted bis-(l,2-dicarbollyl)nickel(IV) is con-
verted into the series Β and C compounds in gas-phase
isomerisation at 300-400°C.62

Figure 18.

Figure 19.

A neutral mixed nickel(m) complex was obtained in a
low yield by the reaction of NiBr2 with C5H5" and 1,2-
B9C2Hfr ions in THF 6 5 :

; -f 1, 2-B,C2H^7 + N i B r « i (n-1, 2-B,C 2H u)]-
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The cyclopentadienyl and dicarbollyl complexes of
nickel exhibit many characteristic differences. Whereas
the dicyclopentadienylnickel complex with the de configu-
ration, i.e. (CsHs^Ni2*, has sometimes not been isolated,
bis(dicarbollyl)nickel(IV) is an entirely stable crystalline
compound. From this standpoint, the electrochemical
reactions (the £1/2 values) of the nickel complexes are of
interest6 5:

-> M m and
(C,H»)2Ni -+- 0.77 mV — 0.09 m V

mV —0.52 mV
mV —0.56 mV

The wave corresponding to the oxidation of nickel to the
quadrivalent state in the dicyclopentadienylnickel complex
could be observed only at -40°C; above 0°C, this com-
plex decomposes rapidly. In the de state ττ -cyclopenta-
dienyl -π -dicarbollylnickel(VI) is more stable and decom-
poses much more slowly than ^Ηδ^Νί 2*, but it could not
be isolated. The higher stability of the dicarbollylnickel
complexes has been explained by the higher negative
charge of the dicarbollyl ligand (2- compared with 1- for
the cyclopentadienyl ligand), which leads to a less effec-
tive positive charge of the nickel atom in the d6 electronic
state 6 5.

When palladium acetylacetonate is added to an excess
of 1,2-dicarbollide ions, an unstable diamagnetic d8-
complex [(l,2-B9C2Hu)2Pdn]2+

> extremely sensitive to air,
is formed66. Its solutions decompose on standing in
several hours, but, on rapid oxidation of the palladium(II)
complex, an electrically neutral c?6-complex is formed in
high yield:

[(l^-B.CjHuJiPd]2- C H ' C I < - * (1,2-B,C2Hn)Pd .

When equimolar amounts of the palladium(Π) and palla-
dium(IV) complexes are mixed, [(l,2-B9C2Hn)2Pd]" is
formed quantitatively66. It has been shown that palladium
complexes have structures completely identical to those
of the corresponding nickel complexes discussed above62'66.
Chemically they also have much in common. For
example, the neutral complex (l,2-B9C2Hu)2PdIV is a
strong Lewis acid and forms crystalline adducts with π -
and η-bases ffi. Like the nickel complexes, the bis -(CC '-
dimethyl-1,2-dicarbollyl)palladium system undergoes
rearrangements leading to a change in the positions of the
carbon atoms in the ligands ffi:

Pd (acac)2 -f 2 [(3)-l, 2-B 9C 2H iMe 3] s- -*

Series A

•III A ,- 10].[(Me2Cb) aPd I I-A] a- ; > [(Me 2Cb) aPd l n-A]
-0.44 mV

Series C

- C ] 2 " ^ r z z ? [ ( M e C b ) 2 P d n l - C ] - ; > [(Me 2 Cb),Pd I V -C]° .
-o.ii mV -0.47 mV

Mixed neutral complexes have been synthesised (yield
10%) by the reaction of the π-tetraphenylcyclobutadienyl-
palladium(n) dichloride dimer with the (3)-1,2-dicarbollide
ion and its dimethyl derivative16:

2 ) a -f 2 [(3)-l,2-B,CiHnp- -> 2 (jt-C4Phi) Pd [n-l,2-B,C2Hu] .

A dicarbollide derivative of platinum was obtained by
the reaction of cyclo-octa-l,5-dieneplatinum dichloride
with the 1,2 -dicarbollide ion β :

(1,5-C.Hj,) PtCl2+(3)-l,2-B,C sHj7 - (1,5-C,HU) Pt[n-(3)-l,2-B,CaHu] .

A fundamentally new method of synthesising the dicar-
bollide complexes of nickel, palladium, and platinum was

proposed by Stone and coworkers22, who found that 1,8-
B9C2H11 (Tebbe et al.6 7) undergoes the polyhedral expan-
sion reaction on treatment with Ni(l,5-C8Hi2)2, (1,5-
CeH^NiiPEtak, Pdit-BuNCfe, Pt(PEt3)3, or Pt(PMe2Ph)3,
yielding respectively (l,5-C8Hi2)Ni(l,7-BgC2Hii),
(Et3P)2Ni(l,7-B9C2H11), (t-BuNOfePdd^-BgCaHn),
(EtaP^Pdil.T-BgCaHn), and (PhMe2P)2Pr(l,7-B9C2Hii).
The (3)-l,7-BgC2H?r ion then behaves as the dicarbollyl
ligand. The reaction of 1,8-dicarba-cZoso-undecabo-
rane(Il) with bis(cyclo-octa-l,5-diene)nickel is illustrated
schematically in Fig. 20.22

Figure 20.

D. The Copper Group

The dicarbollyl derivatives of all the metals of the
copper group (Cu, Ag, Au) are known.

The addition of CuSO4 in a highly alkaline medium to the
1,2-dicarbollide ion yields the paramagnetic <£9-complex
[(l,2-B9C2Hn)2Cun]2~) which is unstable in air and is
readily converted into the diamagnetic ^-complex (1,2-

) n i 1 6 6 6

• [(l,2-B eC2H u)2Cu1 1]2- — i t
Na/Hg

CuSO4

The reaction of AuCl3 with a large excess of 1,2-dicar-
bollide ions in dimethoxyethane with subsequent oxidation
by aqueous hydrogen peroxide yields the stable complex
(l,2-B9C2H9)2Auin~.6ff The salt is diamagnetic and can be
reduced to the paramagnetic complex [(l,2-B9C2H9)2Aun]2":

AuCl, + 1,2-Β,Ο,ΗΪ;;
o,

Na/Hg

The attempts to obtain analogous bis (dicarbollyl) sys-
tems for silver were unsuccessful66, but subsequently68

the possibility of the existence of such complexes was
briefly reported. It has been suggested that the (3)-l,2-
dicarbollide ion be used for the qualitative detection of
copper in aqueous solutions69'70.

According to data for the polarographic reduction of the
dicarbollyl complexes of copper and gold, the existence
of the d10-complexes is possible, since the polarograms
show, together with the process Μ̂ Π + e~ —* ΜΠ? one-
electron reduction waves corresponding to the process
ΜΠ + e ~ -* Ml (M = Cu or Au).

It is interesting that the most stable states of the copper
and gold complexes are those in which the metal atom is in
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the +3 formal oxidation state, i.e. the bivalent metal com-
plexes are very powerful reducing agents66.

An X-ray diffraction study of the bis(dicarbollyl) com-
plexes of copper(II) and copper(III) showed71'72 that they
have a distorted sandwich structure analogous to those of
the nickel(II) and palladium(n) complexes. Thus exami-
nation of the structures of complexes with electronic
configurations ranging from d5 to d9 has shown that the
d5-, de-, and d7-complexes have a symmetrical sandwich
structure, while the d8- and d9-complexes have a distorted
sandwich structure. Wing66'71'72 explains the presence of
such structures by τι -allyl bonding in which six boron atoms
enter into the first coordination sphere of the metal (three
atoms from each dicarbollyl ligand).

E. The Chromium Group

The dicarbollyl complexes of all the metals in the chro-
mium group (Cr, Mo, W) have been obtained. The reac-
tion of CrCl3 with the (3)-l,2- or (3)-l,7-B9C2lir ions in
THF leads to paramagnetic bis(dicarbollyl)chromium in
which the metal atom is in the +3 formal oxidation state.
In contrast to the isoelectronic chromocenium salts, which
are readily hydrolysed in aqueous solutions74,
[(ir-B9C2Hu)2Cr]~ salts are stable in air and are not decom-
posed by hot concentrated H2SO4. However, these com-
plexes decompose in a hot alkaline solution, regenerating
the dicarbollide ion in a quantitative yield73. Neutral
7r-cyclopentadienyl-u-l,2-dicarbollylchromium has been
obtained by the reaction of CrCl3 with the CsH^ and 1,2-
BgCaHn" ions. According to Clair et al.,7 5 bis-(l,2-dicar-
bollyl)chromium has a regular sandwich structure.

Chromium, molybdenum and tungsten hexacarbonyls
react with the 1,2-dicarbollide ion in THF on ultraviolet
irradiation with displacement of three carbon monoxide
molecules and the formation of ν -dicarbollylmetal tricar-
bonyl complexes16'31:

(3)-i,2-B,C,HE + Μ (CO), -£* ,χ] Μ (CO),}*" (Μ = Cr, Mo, W)

The complexes are isoelectronic with the complexes
(C5H5)M(CO)J and enter into protonation and alkylation
reactions1 6:

HCl
[(l,2-B,C2Hu)Mo (CO)3]

a [(l,2-B,C sHn) Mo (CO)3H]- ,

Mel
[(1,2-B,CHU)W (CO),]2 [(1,2-Β,ΑΉπ) W (CO)3 Me]- .

The reactions of the 1,2-dicarbollide ion with two moles
of M(CO)6 and the reactions of M(CO)6 with (1,2-
B9C2Hn)M(CO)|~ (M = W or Mo) lead to the same dinuclear
products with the empirical formula (BgC^iOMaiCO)^"
(x = 7 or 8). 1 6 Fig. 21 presents the structure of such a
dinuclear complex obtained by the reaction

{[ji-(3)-l,2-B,C,Hn] Mo (CO),}2" + W (CO), ^{[n(3)-l,2-B eCAi]Mo(CO)3W(CO)6}2- .

F. The Manganese Group

Bromomanganese pentacarbonyl and bromorhenium
pentacarbonyl react rapidly with the 1,2-dicarbollide ion
at room temperature with liberation of one mole of carbon
monoxide. On heating, a further two moles of carbon
monoxide are evolved and a π -dicarbollylmetal tricarbonyl
anion is formed1 6 '7 6:
1,2-B,C2H

27 -f BrM (CO), - ^ [ ( 0 - 1 , 2 - ^ , ^ ) M(CO)6]" - ^

-» [(π-Ι^-ΒΛΗπ) Μ (C0)a]- (M = Mn, Re) .

An X-ray diffraction analysis of the rhenium derivative
has been carried out7 7. The closeness of the C-Re and
B-Re distances (Fig. 22), which are 2.31 and 2.35 A
respectively, is noteworthy.

1-2

CH . O BH

Figure 21.

Ο S--H φ C-H

Figure 22.

When [(ir-(3)-l,2-B9C2Hii(Mn)(CO)3]- is acted upon by
triphenylphosphine under ultraviolet irradiation in THF
for 12 h at 60°C, one carbonyl group is substituted by the
triphenylphosphine group78:

[(ji-(3)-l,2-B8C2H a)Mn(CO)3]- [ ( J I - ( 3 ) - 1 , 2 - B , C 2 H U ) Mn (CO)2PPh3]-

2. Mono- and Hetero-Carbollyl Complexes of Transition
Metals

The mono car bo Hide ion Bl0CH3f is readily formed
in situ on deamination and deprotonation of the carborane
BioHi2CNMe3 by metallic sodium in THF 7 9. This reac-
tion proceeds more readily and with a higher yield in the
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presence of naphthalene80. Two general methods have
been proposed for the synthesis of n-complexes81"83.

1. By adding butyl-lithium or sodium hydride to a
mixture of B10H12CNH2R or a salt of BioH12CH' and the
metal halide in THF or by adding the metal halide to the
trisodium salt Na3BioCHn obtained directly.

2. By the interaction in a highly alkaline medium
between B10H12CNH2R or a salt of BioHl2CH~ and the metal
halide. This method gives high yields for nickel and
cobalt.

Both methods have been used to synthesise the bis-(ir-
carbollyl) complexes of iron, cobalt, nickel, chromium,
and manganese. Fig. 23 presents the general type of the
structure of the λ-complexes obtained from the
and B,nCH,nNH,Ra- ions.

The complexes obtained from B10H12CNH3 are of interest
from the standpoint of reactions involving the amino-
group. For example, (BioHioCNHŝ Ni reacts with nitric
acid and dimethyl sulphate to form JXBioHioCOH^Ni]2" and
(BioHioCNHMea^Ni respectively82'8 .

Muetterties and coworkers84 synthesised metallocar-
boranes with a monocarbollyl ligand starting with the
Β10ΗΓ3 ion and Group VI metal carbonyls (ultraviolet
irradiation). The [(BioH10COH)M(CO)4]" anions formed
initially react with sodium hydride to form the dianions
[(BioHioCOH)NCO(CO)3]

2", whose structure is illustrated
in Fig. 24 for the molybdenum derivative as an example.
Both types of compounds are decomposed quantitatively
by bases with the removal of a carbon atom from the
icosahedral skeleton and the formation of complexes
belonging to the class of mrfo-metalloboranes.

Figure 24.

Figure 23.

The π -monocarbollyl ligand stabilises a high oxidation
state of the metal to an even greater extent than the π -
dicarbollyl ligand. Whereas the synthesis of (1,2-
B9C2Hii)2NiIV requires the oxidation of the nickel(III) com-
plex by iodine or iron(III) chloride, [(BioCHn^NilV] " and
(BioCHioNIfcR^NilV are formed directly during isolation in
air. Moreover, the diamagnetic complex
[(BioCHu)2Co]3-, which contains cobalt in the +3 formal
oxidation state, is oxidised by cerium(IV) ions to the
paramagnetic complex [(BioCHn^Co]2" in which the cobalt
atom is in the +4 formal oxidation state.

In the monocarbollyl complexes isolated directly from
the reaction mixture, manganese is in the +4 formal
oxidation state and iron, cobalt, and chromium are in the
+3 formal oxidation state. All the complexes obtained,
with the exception of that of manganese, are stable in air
and do not decompose in acid media.

Like carboranes(lO) (Bi0H10C2H2), when acted upon by
piperidine, 1,2- and 1,7-phosphacarboranes and 1,2- and
1,7-arsacarboranes give rise to the phospha- and arsa-
carbaundecaborate anions, whose deprotonation generates
heterocarbollide ions8 5 isoelectronic with the dicarbollide
ion and capable of behaving as π -ligands in transition
metal complexes:

C,H 1 0NH NaH Ί

B l 0H l oCHE * B,H l0CHE B 9H 9CHE 2" (E = P, As) .

A characteristic feature of the heterocarbaundecaborate
anions is the presence of phosphorus or arsenic atoms
which can be alkylated; the compounds then become
neutral. Their deprotonation leads to heterocarbollide
ions with a single negative charge8 5 '8 6:

NaH
B9HIOCHE" -f Mel - . B9Hl0CHEMe — · B,H,CHEMe" (E = P, As) .

When the 1,2- and l^-BgHgCHP2" ions are acted upon
by iron(n) chloride in THF solution, salts of [(1,2-

H C J l l ] 2 " and [(l,7-B9H9CHP)2Fen]2- are formed
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respectively85'86. Treatment of [(l,7-B9H9CHP)2Fe]2~
with methyl iodide leads to the neutral compound (1,7-
BgHgCHPMe^Fe, which is identical with the complex
obtained from l,7-B9H9CHPMe" and FeCk (Little et al. 8 6):

[(l,7-B9H9CHP)2Fe]2- -f- Mel -* (l^-BeHsCHPMe^Fe <- l,7-BeH9CHPMe- + FeCl2 .

This complex exists as a mixture of isomers (the shaded
circles in Fig. 25 indicate the possible positions of the
carbon atoms).

Figure 25.

In contrast to the bis(dicarbollyl) and bis(monocarbollyl)
complexes of iron, bis(phosphacarbollyl)iron(n) is not
oxidised by air in aqueous solution, although oxidation with
cerium(IV) ions gives a small yield of the paramagnetic
complex [(lJ-BgHgCHP^FelH]-.86

The neutral complex (T7-C5H5)Fe(ir-l,7-B9H9CHPMe) has
been obtained by the interaction of the CsHs" and 1,7-
B9H9CHPMe~ ions and FeCk. The reactions of 1,2- and
l,7-B9H9CHPMe" ions with CoClg give rise to bis(phospha-
carbollyl) complexes in which the metal atom is in the +2
formal oxidation state and does not exhibit a tendency
towards oxidation. In contrast, the reactions of the 1,2-
and 1,7-BgHgCHP2" ions with CoCk lead to complexes in
which the cobalt atom is in the +3 formal oxidation state.

The dianion 1,7-BgHgCHP2" reacts with NiCk to form
bis-(l,7-phosphacarbollyl)nickel in which the nickel is in
the +2 formal oxidation state.8 5 The mixed complexes
(l,7-BgH9CHPMe)Mn(SO)3 and [(l,7-BgH9CHP)Mn(CO)3]~
have been obtained86. The substitution of one carbonyl
group by a triphenylphosphine group in [(l,7-BgH9CHP)Mn.
.(00)3]" takes place readily on ultraviolet irradiation78.

The reaction of triphenylcyclopropenylnickel carbonyl
bromide with l,7-B9H9CHPMe" in THF gave a mixed
nickel complex in 40% yield87:

[C3Ph3NiBr (CO)]2 -φ. l,7-B9H,,CHPMe- -» C3Ph3Ni (l,7-B,HeCHPMe) .

The interaction of allylmagnesium chloride and 1,7-
BgHgCHPMe" with N1CI2 results in the formation of a ir-
allyl complex 8 7 :

CH2-CHCH2MgCl + l,7-BeH8CHPMe- + NiCl2 -»(C3H6) Ni (l,7-B,H,CHPMe) .

ΤΓ -Methylallyl-ir -phosphacarbollylnickel has been
obtained similarly. When nitric oxide was passed through
a solution of l,7-B9H9CHPMe" and NiCb in THF, a nitro-
syl complex was isolated in a low yield:

NO -f 1,7-BeHDCHPMe- -f NiCla — (NO) Ni (l,7-B9H,,CHPMe) .

The arsacarbollide ion reacts with transition metals
like the phosphacarbollide ion. This is illustrated by the
synthesis of Tr-cyclopentadienyl-tf-l,2-arsacarbollylcobalt
with the metal atom in the +3 formal oxidation state 8 8:

CSH" + l,2-BeH9CHAs2- -ψ- CoCI2 ->(C5H5)CoM,2-BeH9CHAs) .

Arsacarbollyl complexes of manganese and iron have
been obtained88. Under the conditions of the photochemi-
cal reaction, bis-(l,7-heterocarbollyl)iron(n) reacts with
Group VI metal hexacarbonyls to form complicated com-
plexes8 9:

[(l,7-B9H,CHE)2Fe]2- + Μ (CO)e "^ {H,7-BeH9CHEM (CO)6]2 Fe} 2~ (M = Cr, Mo, W) .

DC DO

DC

2-

Figure 26.

In these complexes the heterocarbollyl ligand is π-bonded
to the iron atom and σ-bonded via the phosphorus or arse-
nic atom to the Group VI metal atom. The structure of
the {[l^-BgHgCHP.CriCOalaFe}8- ion is illustrated in Fig.
26.

3. Complexes Based on the ir- Ligands

The axial hydrogen atoms of the methine groups in 1,3-
dicarba-mdo-nonaborane(13) (1,3-Β·£2Η13) are acidic and
when the carborane is treated with sodium hydride one
mole of H2 is evolved with formation of the dianion
B7C2Hu~. 9 0 ' 9 1 The reaction of anhydrous CoCk with
BTC2H?I" leads to additional liberation of H2 and the forma-
tion of a complex with the metal atom in the +3 formal
oxidation state. It is suggested that five atomic orbitals,
in which six electrons are located, originate from the five
atoms of the ligand (they are predominantly s£3-hybri-
dised). The ligand is illustrated schematically in Fig. 27.
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The name dicarbazapide given to the B7C2HI" ligand
originates from the Greek work "zapato" (nine)$. In the
synthesis of bis(dicarbazapyl)cobalt products with different
positions of the carbon atoms in the ligand are obtained
depending on the reaction conditions91:

2 (1,3-BAHu)·- -f 1,5 Co2+ -^-* {[π-(2)-1,6-Β7θ2Η,]2 Co}" 4- 0.5 Co0 φ 2Hj ,

2 (1,3-BAHn)1- Ψ 1.5Co»+ ^ {[n-(2)-6,7-B7C,H,],Co}- -φ· 0.5Co« ψ 2Η, .

The reaction of the BTC2HII~ and C5H5" ions with C0CI2
leads to (π -C5H5)Cο(π -1,6-B7C2H9). No data have been
obtained concerning the formation of the 6,7-isomer.
Like the symmetrical complex, 7r-cyclopentadienyl-vr-
1,6-dicarbazapylcobalt isomerises on prolonged heating at
315°C with formation of the 1,10-isomer (Fig. 30).

-Z

Figure 29.
Figure 27.

Figure 28.

Figure 30.

At 70°C the product is a complex in which the carbon
atoms are located in the 1- and 6- or 7-positions
according to X-ray diffraction92. There is a possibility
of the existence of syn- and onfo-isomers (Fig. 28), but
there is no information about the formation of more than
one isomer. An isomer with the carbon atoms in the 6-
and 7-positions is formed at room temperature (Fig. 29).
A third isomer in which the carbon atoms are in the 1-
and 10-positions has been obtained by heating Cs(l,6-
BTC2H9)2CO at 315°C for 24 h. 9 1 ' 9 3

% "Zapato" is a Spanish noun describing a shoe which
resembles the shape of the BTC 2 H|" dianion91 (Ed. of
Translation).

Acetylation of π -cyclopentadienyl-π -1,6-dicarbazapyl-
cobalt under the conditions of the Friedel-Crafts reaction
yielded an acetyl derivative substituted at the boron atom94.
An attempt to rearrange the compound with the 1,6-car-
borane structure to the 1,10-structure was unsuccessful.
When the acetyl derivative is treated with L1AIH4, the
corresponding carbinol is not formed but the carbonyl
group disappears. When (C5H5)Co(l,6-B7C2H9) is bro-
minated in CCU at room temperature, the ii-dibromo-
derivative is formed together with an insignificant amount
of the ϊϊ-tribromo-product. The bromine atoms are
probably bonded to the boron atoms in the 8- and 10-posi-
tions in the ligand94.
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Another method of synthesising this complex uses the
reaction of sodium tricarbahexaborate with bromomanga-
nese pentacarbonyl98. A σ-derivative is then formed as
an intermediate and on heating is converted into a TT-com-
plex:

ΝβΜβΟ,Β,Η, 4> BrMn (CO), -^°-* (a-MeC,B,H,) Mn (CO), - — ^ ° 1 * (π-ΜβΟ,Β,Η,) Μη (CO),.
fast Slow

Ο CH

• m
Figure 31.

An attempt was made to synthesise carbonyl derivatives
of manganese with the π -B7C2H9 ligand by treating BTC2HU~
in boiling THF with bromomanganese pentacarbonyl95'96.
However, the product was a complex with the π-Ββ€2Η8

ligand for which the structure presented in Fig. 31 was
proposed.

4. π -Complexes Based on the Lowest Carboranes Figure 33.

Certain nido-carboranes or their deprotonation prod-
ucts react with transition metal derivatives to form π -
complexes in which the 7r-carborane ligand is regarded as
isoelectronic with the 7r-cyclopentadienyl ligand.

2-Methyltr icarbahexaborane(7) r e a c t s with manganese
carbonyl at 175-200°C in a sealed tube and gives r i s e to
a quantitative yield of the i soelectronic analogue (ττ-2-
MeC3B3H5)Mn(CO)3 (whose s t r u c t u r e i s i l lustrated in
Fig. 32) of the known metal locene (ir -C 5 H 5 )Mn(CO) 3 : 9 7

MeC,B,H« ·+• — Mn, (CO), -> (n-MeC,BjH,) Mn (CO), 4 4~ Ha ·

cti

F i g u r e 34.

The interaction of 2,3-dicarbahexaborane(8) (C2B4H8)
with iron pentacarbonyl at 240°C results in the formation
of two π -complexes99: (ττ -B4C2H6)Fe(CO)3 (Fig. 33) and
(Tr-B3C2H7)Fe(CO)3 (Fig. 34). The second complex is also
formed in the reaction between dicarba-nido -pentaborane(7)
with iron pentacarbonyl under ultraviolet irradiation100.
The iron complexes obtained are isoelectronic with the
(7r-C5H5)Fe(CO)3 cation and the ir-B4C2H6 and ir-B3C2H7

ligands have two negative charges.
Another pathway to the synthesis of ττ -carborane com-

plexes of iron consists of the reaction of sodium dicarba-
hexaborate with cyclopentadienyliron dicarbonyl iodide and
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subsequent photochemical decomposition of the μ-iron
complex101:

NaCsBiH, 4- (π-C.H,) Fe (CO)2I ^* μ-[(π-ΟΗ,) Fe (COfcfcCBiH, ^* (JI-C,H,) F e "

(n-B4C2H7) + (JI-CJH,) Fe" 1 ( J I - B 4 Q H , ) .

FeCk or C0CI2 to form π-cyclopentadienyl-Tr-dodecahydro-
carba-m'rfo-dodecaboratoiron(ni) or the corresponding
cobalt(ΙΠ) complex respectively104'105:

4- MCI2 - [(n-C,H.) M11 (n-Bi0C sH l a)]- ^

(M = Fe, Co).

The iron(in) complex is paramagnetic (the effective
magnetic moment is 2.12 Bohr magnetons) and is readily
reduced by NaBH} to the iron(n) complex105.

The red cobalt(ni) complex, obtained directly from the
reaction mixture, rearranges on boiling in hexane into an
orange cobalt(in) complex, which is in turn converted on
boiling in benzene into a red-orange cobalt(m) complex.
X-Ray diffraction analysis106 of the red complex (π-
CsHsJCoin (Tr-BioHioCaHk) showed that it exists in the form
of a pair of enantiomers with the carbon atoms in the 7-
and 9-positions or 7- and 11-positions (Fig. 36).

Figure 35.

The structures of both complexes have been deduced
on the basis of U B NMR spectra and are presented in
Fig. 35.

IV. METALLOCARBORANES OBTAINED BY THE POLY-
HEDRAL EXPANSION REACTION

The method of synthesis of metallocarboranes by the
reduction of do so- car boranes has been called the poly-
hedral expansion reaction, since the resulting metallocar-
boranes have the structure of a polyhedron in which the
number of vertices is greater by unity than in the initial
carborane. The polyhedral expansion reaction has been
largely applied to car boranes of the general type

Figure 37.

In the orange isomer the carbon atoms occupy the 6-
and 7-positions and in the red-orange isomer the 5- and
7-positions107. Alkaline degradation of the orange com-
plex (tf-C5H5)Coni (jr-BiuC2Hi2) leads to a new metallocar-
borane—ir-cyclopentadienyl-7r-octahydro-2-carba-mdo-
octaboratocobalt [(7r-C5H5jConi (7r-2-B7CH8)]~,107'108 for
which the structure illustrated in Fig. 37 was proposed.

The reaction of the dianion BioC2Hi2~ with cobalt(II),
ironQl), and nickel(II) salts proceeds in accordance with
the equation

2 B 1 0 C 2 H ^ + M n + - ^ [ ( n - B ] 0 C . , H 1 2 ) 2 M ] n - 4 (η = 2,3) .

and leads to bis-^-dodecahydrodicarba-m'rfb-dodecaborate)
complexes (Fig. 38)1 0 5 '1 0 9.

The reaction of the dianion BioC2Hi£ with molybdenum
and tungsten hexacarbonyls under ultraviolet irradiation
leads to carboranylmetal tricarbonyl units 1 0 5:

The carborane 1,2-BIOHIOC2H2 is reduced by two moles
of naphthalenesodium in THF to the dianion BioHicC2Hi~, 102"
1 0 3 which reacts with sodium cyclopentadienide and with

+ Μ (CO), - ~ £ [(rt-B^CHu) Μ (CO)3]
2- (M = Mo, W)

Zakharkin and Kalinin109'110 found that the iron(in),
cobalt (ΠΙ) and nickel(n) complexes obtained from the
dianions of carborane(lO) and its C-substituted derivatives
are readily oxidised by CuClg with formation of carbo-
ranes. A characteristic feature of these complexes is the
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ease of their rearrangements associated with a change in
the relative positions of the carbon atoms in the ir-car-
borane ligand. While oxidation of the complexes obtained
directly by the reaction leads to the initial carborane 1,2-
B10C2H12 and its derivatives, oxidation of the rearranged
complexes yields the 1,7- and l,12-BioC2Hi2 carboranes
and their derivatives. This method has been recommended
by the authors for the low-temperature isomerisation of
l,2-BioC2Hi2 carboranes to l,7-BioC2Hi2 carboranes. In
the (BioC2Hi2)2Mn~4 complexes reversible transitions from
the closo- to the nido-structure are observed in the lig-
ands:

Treatment of the carborane l ^ - B ^ H o with two equiva-
lents of naphthalenesodium in THF and subsequent addition
of sodium cyclopentadienide and CoCla lead to the forma-
tion, together with the normal product ( j r - C s J i n ^
B6C2H8) (Fig. 41), of the two-metal complex 1 1 4

( C 5 H 5 ) 2 C o 2 B e C 2 H 8

1 1 4 .

cfoso-Bl0C2H1 niao-(B1 0C2H,,)2 M"

—in-'/

Figure 39.

Figure 40.

The oxidation of the complexes (BioC2Hi2)2Mn~4 has also
been investigated by Brattsev and Stanko111, but their
results require additional confirmation.

The polyhedral expansion reaction applied to the car-
borane 1,8-B9C2HU leads to a metallocarborane containing
the 7r-(3)-l,7-dicarbollyl ligand (see Section ΠΙ, 1).

Polyhedral expansion of the carborane l,6-B8C2Hio
using naphthalenesodium, sodium cyclopentadienide and
CoCk leads to two main products1 1 2: (7r-B8C2Hio)Coin.
.(TT-CSHS) (Fig. 39) and [(π-Β802Η10)2θοΙΠ]-. Next, on
treatment of ir-cyclopentadienyl-7r-decahydrodicarba-rado-
decaboratocobalt with naphthalenesodium and subsequent
addition of sodium cyclopentadienide and C0CI2, a two-
metal carborane complex was obtained113:

C 6 H 5 C o B 8 C 2 H 1 0 -

THF, 50°
2. Na+C6H~

3. CoCU 5

A structure with a bidentate it -linked B8C2H10 ligand
(dicarbacanastide), which, in contrast to the ligand con-
sidered previously (Fig. 7), contains carbon atoms in the
8- and 10-positions (Fig. 40), was proposed for the com-
plex113.

Figure 41.

The complex was shown to have an unusual structure with
the two cobalt atoms occupying adjoining vertices of the
polyhedron (Fig. 42).7 '8 The structure quoted by Dunks
and Hawthorne 14 is incorrect.
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Interesting results were obtained by Miller and Grimes
when they applied the polyhedral expansion reaction to the
carborane 2,4-6502117. Its treatment with two moles
of naphthalenesodium gave the dianion B5C2H7" whose
interaction with sodium cyclopentadienide and CoCh and
subsequent oxidation by atmospheric oxygen leads to the
formation of more than twenty neutral metallocarboranes,
eight of which have been isolated and characterised.
The structures proposed for these complexes are illus-
trated in Fig. 43. All the complexes are formally deriva-
tives of the Ugands B4C3HI", B^He", B5C2H7", B5C2H7",
BeC2Hl", and g

The authors considered the possible mechanism of the
formation of the metallocarboranes and proposed the
following reaction sequence118: (1) the formation of the
B5C2H7" dianion from B5C2H7 and naphthalenesodium; (2)
the formation of the (π -B5C2H7)Con(7r -CeHs)~ anion from
CoCh, NaC5H5f and B5C2H7"; (3) the reaction of the
(ff-BiCtHT)Con(C,He)* ion with B,CjH|- via electron
transfer (a) and alkaline degradation (b) mechanisms
leading to the formation of the open-chain metallocarbo-
rane anions (w-BsPz^7)c6^(ii-CsHs)

3- and (ττ-Β^Ηβ^οΠ^
C5H5)3" respectively; (4) the insertion of the Co2* ion in

10

Figure 42.

Ο BH · CH

Figure 44.

l· ff

Figure 43.
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certain open-chain metallocarborane ions with formation
of two-metal units; (5) oxidation by air of the cobaltfll)
ions formed in stages (2), (3), and (4) to the neutral
cobalt(IH) metallocarboranes (ir-Bn-2C2Hn)CoIII(7r-C5HB)
and (7r-Bn-aC2Hn)C02(Tr-CaH8); (6) side reactions associated
with the deprotonation of the carborane units and the for-
mation of their σ-bonded derivatives.

Nor can one rule out the possibility of the disproportion -
ation of the B5C2H7" anion to B4CaHe", BeC2Ht~, and other
units before the stage in which the metal is inserted into
the nido-carborane system115. All the π-carborane lig-
ands discussed above had a three-dimensional structure.
Grimes and coworkers116 were the first to obtain π-com-
plexes with planar κ -ligands. By treating the carborane
l,6-B4C2He with naphthalenesodium and the subsequent
reaction of the dianion B^Ht" with C8H5"Na+ and CoCla, the
dinuclear complex [(ir-l,7)-2,4-B3C2HB]Coa(ir-C5H5)2 was
obtained; its structure is shown in Fig. 44.

The isomeric complex [(π-1,7-)-2,3-Β3θ2ΗΒ]Οο2(ιτ-θ5Η5)2
was synthesised by the reaction of sodium dicarba-nido -
hexaborate NaB4C2H7 with C8H5Na and CoCk (Fig. 44) . u e

Both complexes obtained are formally derivatives of the
B3C2H5" ligand. The π-carborane complexes are struc-
turally similar to the complex [Ν1(Ο5Η5)3Γ· U 7 However,
in contrast to the [NI^CSHB^]4" system, which is readily
converted into nickelocene under the influence of moisture,
the (B3C2H5)Co2(C5H5)2 systems are resistant to the action
of water, atmospheric oxygen, and solvents.

V. CARBORANE DERIVATIVES OF NON-TRANSITION
METALS

The possibility of the formal substitution of the BH
vertices in the polyhedral carborane structures by iso-
electronic units is clearly illustrated, for example, by the
isoelectronic series of compounds B12H12", BnCHS, and
B10C2H12, from which it follows that the BH unit is iso-
electronic with the CH* unit.4 By analogy, Be is isoelec-
tronic with the BH unit and therefore one might expect the
existence of the neutral compound BeBgC^Hn.

Using the familiar reaction whereby the dicarbollide
ion is built up with the aid of phenylboron dichloride to the
icosahedral carborane structure118, Popp and Haw-
thorne119'120 attempted to build up the dicarbollide ion with
beryllium chloride:

(3)-l,2-B,C,Hii * BeCl, - (3)-BeCl - l,2-B,C,Hu .

but they were unable to obtain a berylcarborane by this
reaction.

The B9C2H13 carborane, which may be regarded as a
diprotonated dicarbollide ion, was used to synthesise a
berylcarborane. Its reaction with metal alkyls should
result in the formation of an alkane on protolysis of the
metal-carbon bond and the metal should be inserted in the
open face of the icosahedral fragment. For dialkylberyl-
lium, the presence of electron-donating solvents is neces-
sary to stabilise the product. Accordingly, dimethyl-
berylliumdiether and diethylberyIlium-diether were used
for the synthesis119'120:

benzene/ether
(3).l,2-BtC,H18 + BeR, · 2 (OEt.) • 2RH -f (3)-Be-l,2-B,C,Hu · OEf, .

The product is very sensitive to moisture and on hydroly-
sis yields the (3)-l,2-BeC2Hf2 ion.

When the reaction was carried out with diethylberyllium
containing only one-third of the required amount of ether,

an insoluble polymeric product consisting of [(3)-Be-l,2-
BeC2Hii]n units with icosahedral geometry, linked by
Be-H-B bridges, was obtained. When the ether adduct
of the berylcarborane is treated with trimethylamine, the
complex (3)-[BeNMes]-l,2-BgCaHii, whose structure is
illustrated in Fig. 45, is formed.

Ο

Figure 45.

Mikhailov and Fotapova obtained an aluminacarborane
in the form of an adduct with two THF molecules by the
reaction of the 1,2-dicarbollide ion with ethylaluminium
dichloride in THF121:

l,2-B,CaH£ φ EtAlCI,™ (3)-EtAl - l,2-B£aHn · 2THF.

This compound was the first example of metallocarboranes
containing anon-transition metal in the polyhedron. Subse-
quently the ability of the carborane BeC2H18 to undergo protoly-
sis at the metal-carbon bond was used to synthesise alumina-
and galla-carboranes122'123. When equimolar amounts of tri-
alkylaluminium and B ^ H ^ were mixed and heated at 50°C
for 1 h, 7, β-μ-dialkylalumina-l, 2-dicarba-«tdo-undecabo-
rane(13) was formed:

(3)-l,2-B,CjH18 -f R,A1 -f RH .

According to X-ray diffraction124'125, the aluminium
atom in B8C2Hi2AlR2 deviates from the open face of the
icosahedral fragment and the angle between the B(7>-A1-B<8>
and B(7)-B<e)-B(4)-C(i)-C(2) planes is 130° (Fig. 46). It is
suggested that the aluminium atom is linked to the B<7) and
B(8> atoms by two bridging hydrogen bonds. A low-tem-
perature study of the Β NMR spectra established123 the
occurrence of a tautomeric process involving the exchange
of the bridge positions between the dialkylaluminium frag-
ment and the proton Hb, as shown in Fig. 46. At low tem-
peratures the XH NMR spectra reveal the splitting of the
signal corresponding to the Me^l group, which indicates
the endo- and exo -locations of the methyl groups relative
to the open face123. The gallium derivative was obtained
similarly:

(3)-1,2·Β,Ο,Ηι, + Et,Qa - . (3)-QaEt,-l,2-B,C,Hi, 4- C,,H, .



570 Russian Chemical Reviews, 43 (7), 1974

When 7,8 -μ -dialkylalumina-1,2 -dicarba-nido -undeca-
borane(13) is heated in benzene, 3-alkyl-3-alumina-l,2-
dicarba-c/oso-dodecaborane(12) is formed:

-1,2-BSC2H1 2 -ly°-*(3)-RA\ - l,2-B eC 2H u
25 η

+ RH .

It has been established that the monoethylaluminium
derivative has the closed icosahedral structure with an
EtAl unit 1 2 2 ' 1 2 6. This compound forms with THF the
adduct obtained previously by Mikhailov and Potapova.

Heating the diethylgallium derivative also leads to the
formation of a closed structure:

(3)-l,2-BiC2Hi2GaEt2 *̂ (3)-GaEt — l,2-B,C2Hn ·+• C2He .

At 410°C 3-ethyl-3-alumina-l,2-carborane undergoes
thermal isomerisation in the gas phase forming 3-ethyl-
3-alumina-l,7-carborane123:

(3)-AlEt - (3)-AlEt _ l,7-B,C2Hn

The selective formation of the 1,7-isomer in the iso-
merisation process resembles the behaviour of the carbo-
rane l,2-BioC2Hi2, which rearranges to l,7-BioC2Hi2 at
400-500°C, 4 but its behaviour differs from that of other
metallocarboranes, particularly Ni[(3)-l,2-B9C2H9Me2]2

and Pd[(3)-l,2-B9C2H9Me2]2, 6 2 ' for which rearrange-
ments leading to a 1,6- disposition of the carbon atoms
are characterist ic.

Alumina- and galla-carboranes are sensitive to the
action of moisture and a r e readily hydrolysed with forma-
tion of the (3)-l,2-B9C2Hi2 ion. Their reaction in benzene
with anhydrous HC1 gives a quantitative yield of (3)-l,2-
B9C2Hi3. An interesting property of the compounds
B9C2Hi2AlEt2 and B 9C 2HuAlEt 2 is their ability to form with
T1CI4 complexes whose solutions polymerise ethylene like
the Ziegler-Nata catalysts 1 2 3 .

The dicarbollide ion interacts with bivalent Group IVB
metal salts, forming a product resulting from the inser-
tion of the metal in the open face of the dicarbol l ide 1 2 7 ' 1 8 2 :

(3)-l,2-B,C,Hj7 + M X 2 -> (3)-M-l,2-BeC2Hu (Me=Ge, Sn, Pb) .

The metallocarboranes obtained are stable in air, but
are hydrolysed in acid and alkaline media to the anions
B9C2Hi2.

A similar reaction involving the building up of 1,2- and
1,7-phosphacarbollide and 1,2- and 1,7-arsacarbollide ions
with the aid of Gel2 leads to phospha- and arsa-germacar-
boranes containing three heteroatoms in the icosahedral
structure1 2 9:

(E = P, As)
-f Gel2 —

4- Gel2 -> l,2,7-GeBeH,,CHE.

When the mono carbollide ion was built up with trichlo
romethylgermane, a germacarborane was obtained130:

Na,B l 0H I 0CH + MeGeCl3 -» B10H l0CHGeMe — 1.2 .

The gas-phase reaction of trimethylgallium or trimethyl
indium with 1, 3-dicarba-nirfo-hexaborane(8) yields 1-
methyl-1-galla- or 1 -methyl-l-inda-2,4-dicarba-c/oso -
heptaborane(7):131'132

B4C2H8 + GaMe3 - * MeGaB4C2H6; B4C2H8
InMe3 * MeInB4C2He

The structure of the gallacarborane is illustrated in Fig.
47. The indacarborane probably has a similar structure.

CH3 QBH | | C H

Figure 47.

After the manuscript had been sent to the editors, a
number of papers on metallocarboranes were published.
Certain early investigations have been summarised in
Snaith and Wade's review133. The polyhedral expansion
reaction has been developed further. Hawthorne and
coworkers134 described in detail the application of this
reaction to the 1,7-C2B6H8, 4,5-C2B7H9, 1,6-C2B8H1O, 1,10-
C2B8H10, and l,8-C2B9Hu systems. Using CoCla and
NaCsH5, metallocarboranes of the following types were
obtained: C5H5CoC2BnHn+2, (C5H5Co)2C2BnHn+2, and
C5H5CoC2BnHn+ i(C2BnHn+i). The formation of the mixed
ferracarboranes from the 1,7-C2B6H|" and 1,6-C2B8H!O
dianions, NaC5H5, and FeCla has been described134.

The application of the polyhedral expansion reaction to
metallocarboranes yielded interesting results. The
reduction of the complex (7r-C5H5)Coni(ir-l,6-C6B7H9) by
naphthalenesodium in THF and its subsequent reaction
with NaC5H5 and FeCl2 led to the formation of the bimetal-
locarborane (ir-C5H5)Co(ir-C2B7H9)Fe(tf-C5H5) in which
there is one paramagnetic and one diamagnetic centre1 3 5.
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The cobaltaferracarborane (/r-C5H5)CoIII(7r-
C2B9Hu)Feni(ir-C5H5) was obtained ΐ>γ the alkaline degra-
dation of the complex (τι -C 5^5)0 6Πί(ν -CzByoH^) in the
presence of FeCk and C5H6.

1 3 5

The reaction of the reduced form of (ττ-Ο5Η5)ΟοΠΙ(π-
1,6-C2B7H9) with NaC5H5 and CoCla leads to the formation
of (C5H5Co)2C2B7H9 and (C5H5CO)3C2B7H9.

136 It is sug-
gested that the last complex has an icosahedral structure
with the cobalt atoms at three vertices. The reaction of
the reduced complex [Me4N](7r-C5H5)CoIII(7r-CB7H8) with
NaCsH5 and NiBr2 yielded the two-metal monocarbon
metallocarborane (π -C5H5)CoIIIfa -CB7H8)NiIV(7r -C5H5). I 3 7

Salentine and Hawthorne137 quote tentative structures
for metallocarboranes. The study of the chemical proper-
ties of certain metallocarboranes has been continued138.
Hawthorne and coworkers139 attempted to classify metallo-
carboranes in terms of the total number of electrons
involved in the formation of the polyhedra. The 2n + 14,
In + 16, and In + 26 electron rules are valid for closo-
polyhedral heteroboranes containing one transition metal
at the vertex, for niao-polyhedra of this type, and for
closo -polyhedra with two transition metals at the
vertices respectively. A series of X-ray diffraction
studies have been made on metallocarboranes, confirming
the structures proposed previously: (B6C2H8)Mn(CO)3,140

(B3C2H7)Fe(CO)3, and (B9C2Hu)2Ni.142
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