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The Strain Energy, Geometrical Structure, and Spin-Spin Coupling
Constants of Cyclic Hydrocarbons

M.P.Kozina, V.S.Mastryukov, and E.M.Mil'vitskaya

The thermochemical data and spin-spin coupling constants (SSCC) are compared with the geometrical parameters of
molecules investigated in the gas phase by electron diffraction and microwave spectroscopy. Cycloalkanes CnHy,, cyclo-
alkenes Ο,,Η^,^, cyclo-1,3-dienes, bicyclo[«. 1.0]alkanes, and bicyclo[n.ra. 1]alkanes have been chosen as objects of
investigation. Using the method of least squares, 13 empirical equations, relating the strain energy and the SSCC, on
the one hand, to the internuclear distances and the valence and dihedral angles, on the other, have been fitted. The
equations can be used to estimate the characteristics of compounds which have not been investigated.
The bibliography includes 170 references.
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I. INTRODUCTION

Two features are characteristic of the concept of strain,
which is widely used in organic chemistry. On the one
hand, the fundamental postulates of the concept are
intuitively understood and permit easy qualitative predic-
tions ; on the other hand, quantitative estimates are difficult
and are of a conventional kind, because the concept of
"strain" has no rigorous definition1.

It has come to be assumed that the molecule has a certain
excess energy if its geometrical parameters differ from those
characteristic of the "unstrained" system, adopted by
convention as the starting point for calculations, the
reference system, or standard. In order to discover
individual types of strain in the molecule, it is sometimes
sufficient to inspect its structural formula. In other cases
it is necessary to construct three-dimensional models or to
carry out special calculations. We shall describe as an
example several molecules whose geometry is known.

For example, angular strain can be specially readily
deduced in the spiropentane ( I ) . 2 The deformations of the
internuclear distances are less evident, but it can be assumed
that the common bond in bicyclo[2. 2.0]hexane (II) 3 must be
extended if it is supposed that the molecule is formed from
cyclohexane by the insertion of a bond between the 1- and
4-positions. Bicyclo[2. 2. 2]octane (III) may serve as an
example of a molecule with a dominant torsional strain (the
presence of eclipsed conformations).1* Finally, repulsive van
der Waals interactions between non-bonded hydrogen atoms
have an appreciable influence on the conformation of a mole-
cule such as that of bicyclo[3. 3. l]nonane (IV). 5

1X1
(I) (II)

Thermochemical data constitute the experimental basis for
the quantitative estimation of the strain energy E s . Informa-
tion about the geometrical structure of the molecules has
been most frequently resorted to for their interpretation,
although quantitative correlations have not been analysed6"10.
On the other hand, an appreciable parallelism between the
changes in Es

 a n <3 molecular characteristics such as, for
example, spectroscopic properties1 1 and Compton profiles12

has also been noted.
Comparison with the geometry is widely used also in the

analysis of the spin—spin coupling constants (SSCC); the
correspondence between the structure factors, the strain
in the molecules, and the SSCC has been frequently pointed
out in NMR studies.

For a number of reasons, cyclic hydrocarbons constitute
the most promising objects for the search for a correlation
between the above parameters:

Zss-molecular geometry-SSCC. (1)

(III)

Firstly, cyclisation of a hydrocarbon is as a rule accompanied
by considerable changes in its geometry, which lead some-
times to the appearance of strain amounting to several tens
of kcal mol"1. Secondly, cyclic hydrocarbons are the most
important structural units in organic chemistry, forming
sequences of molecules with similar structures gradually
increasing in complexity, which are being actively investi-
gated by thermochemical and NMR methods. Accurate
geometrical data obtained in the gas phase are available for
many compounds. This is very important because only in
the gas phase is the molecular geometry closest to the
equilibrium geometry as a consequence of the absence of
inter molecular interactions1 3.

In the present review an attempt is made to compile and
survey the experimental data published up to 1979 and
characterising the strain energy, the geometrical structure,
and the SSCC of cyclic hydrocarbons and to analyse the
relation between these parameters using a minimum number of
assumptions. It was found that the relations between the
parameters can be analysed only in relation to cycloalkanes,
cycloalkenes, cyclo-1, 3-dienes, bicyclo[n. 1. 0]alkanes, and
bicyclo[n.m. l]alkanes, which have been most thoroughly
investigated on the lines indicated. We confined ourselves
to the consideration of only unsubstituted hydrocarbons,
since little information is available about substituted cyclo-
alkanes and it is non-systematic. An exception has been
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made for hydrocarbons of the cyclopropane series in order to
survey the numerous thermochemical data which have been
published in the last decade.

Table 2 presents only those group contributions which we
used to calculate the AH^Gy for hypothetical unstrained mole-
cules corresponding to the hydrocarbon considered.

1. Calculation of the Strain Energies

The strain energy E s of a cyclic compound is understood
as the energy of the molecule in excess of that of the
corresponding acyclic chain. The quantitative estimation
of E s presents considerable difficulties and is of a conven-
tional kind1'10'11*. The energies Es can be estimated from
the experimental enthalpies of combustion (ΔΗ°) or formation
(AHf) and the enthalpies of hydrogenation (ΔΗ^) with the aid
of additive computational schemes and by methods of calcula-
tion based on a mechanical model of the molecule and
approximate quantum-chemical calculations.

Approximate quantum-chemical calculations of E s are
performed comparatively rarely and are of interest for an
approximate estimation of Δ/ί?.15 In calculations on complex
molecules by this method, it is necessary to introduce many
approximations, which leads to a considerable freedom in the
selection of parameters and discrepancies between the results
obtained by different workers1 6.

Within the framework of the mechanical model of the mole-
cule9 (the term "molecular mechanics" is used in the foreign
literature 1 7 ' 1 8 ), the energies E s are calculated as sums of the
individual contributions of the energies associated with the
deformations of the bond lengths and angles (compared with
ideal molecules), the torsional strain, and the interaction of
atoms not linked by valence bonds. The method of mole-
cular mechanics has been examined critically by Engler et
al . 1 8 (see also other communications19"21).

The values of E s obtained by comparing the experimental
AHf with quantities calculated assuming additivity for
hypothetical unstrained molecules with the same number and
types of bonds are used in the present study. Hence it
follows that the values of E s depend both on the reliability
of the experimental thermochemical data and on the selected
method for their calculation for the chosen unstrained
reference molecules, which are usually open-chain analogues
(as in structural studies).

Not all compounds with an open chain of carbon atoms are
free from strain. In branched acyclic molecules repulsive
interactions inevitably arise between non-bonded atoms
(mainly gauche -interactions). In estimating E s one must
therefore employ only computational schemes (based on the
additivity of the bond energies or group contributions) in
which the contribution of the gauche -interactions is isolated
and highly branched acyclic molecules (for which interactions
of another type are characteristic) are not considered.
Table 1 presents the values of Es for cyclo-alkanes obtained
by computational schemes of this type 1 0 ' 2 2" 2 1*.

It follows from Table 1 that there are discrepancies between
the values of E s even when isotypical computational schemes
are used. For a comparison of the E s , it is therefore
desirable to employ the same computational scheme for all the
compounds considered. In the present study the E s were
evaluated by an additive scheme22 in which the group
contributions were obtained not only for hydrocarbons but
also for their derivatives, which extends its applicability.
The strain energy is defined as the difference between the
experimental and calculated enthalpies of formation AHf.

£ s = AH,7"(G),e- AHn

Table 1. The strain energies of cycloalkanes ( E s , kcal
tnor 1) at 298 K.

»

3
4
5
6

1 1223

27.0
26.6

6.0
0.2

2 [10]

28.1
27.3

6.9
1.3

3 [231

28.0
27.1

6.7
1.0

27.
26.

5.
0.

1]

5
5
9
1

7

8
9

10

1

1
1

im

6.4
9.9
2.8
2.6

-

11
14
14

.οι

.7

.3
4

Λ

3 ! 23J

7 1
10.9
14.1)
13.0

4 [ 2 i j

6.3
9.7

12.6
12./,

Notation: η is the number of carbon atoms in the ring and
the numerals 1, 2, 3, and 4 denote computational schemes.
Note. The numbers in square brackets in this and other
Tables as well as in the formulae in the text denote
references (Ed.of Translation).

Table 2.
298 K*.

Group

C—(C)2(H)2

C-(C)3(H)
C-(C)(Cd)(H)2

The group contributions to AHf(c

Contribution

—4.95
— 1.90
—4.76

Group

C-(Cd)2(H)2

Cd-(C)(H)
Cd-(Cd)(H)

) (kcal

c

mol"1) at

ontribution

—4.29
8.59
6.78

*The designations of the groups are the same as in the
review of Benson et al . 2 2 For example, C—(C)(C^)(.¥L)2

means that the group contains a saturated carbon atom C
linked to one similar carbon atom (C), to one carbon atom
involved in a double bond (C^), and to two hydrogen atoms
(H)2, i .e. it represents the group

where
tions .

c is equal to the sum of the group contribu-

The extent to which E s is arbitrary depends on the
possibility of selecting an unstrained system (computational
scheme), as mentioned above, and on the different influences
(not taken into account when any computational scheme is
employed) of (a) temperature, (b) zero-point energy ( i .e.
the energy of nuclear movement), and (c) the energy pAV on
the AHf,Qs for the real cyclic molecule and the hypothetical
molecule assumed to be unstrained.

It is necessary to estimate the limits within which the
values of Es can vary as a result of the influences of the
three factors.

(a) The heat capacities of acyclic hydrocarbons can be
assumed to be additive. For example, the contribution of
the group [C-(C) 2 (H 2 ) 2 ] , i .e. of - C H 2 - , to C p is 5.5 cal
mol"1 K" 1. 1 1 The contribution of the —CH2- group obtained
from the experimental Cp (25.40 cal moP1 K"1) for cyclo-
hexane2 2 is 4.2 cal mol"1 K"1. Owing to the difference
between the values of C p per -CH 2 - group in the ring and
in the hypothetical unstrained molecule, the value of Es for
a six-membered ring is too low by more than 2 kcal mol"1 at
298.15 K.
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(b) The vibrational energy in n-alkanes can also be
regarded as additive (on average, 17.50 kcal mol"1

corresponds to the -CH 2 - group 2 5 " 2 7 ) . A specific vibra-
tional energy different from that of a hypothetical unstrained
molecule is characteristic of each cyclic compound, but the
difference should not be large, because the main contribution
to the zero-point energy comes from the vibration
frequencies of the C—Η bonds, which are comparatively
insensitive to molecular structure. For the majority of
hydrocarbons considered, the zero-point energy cannot be
calculated because the complete set of vibration frequencies
is unknown. Quantitatively this can be illustrated in only a
few examples: the vibrational energy for cyclohexane,
calculated as NE^hVj (where Ν is the Avogadro number,

ii
h the Planck constant, and Vj the frequencies of the
fundamental vibrations) is 104.5 kcal mol"1,2 6 while the value
estimated from the group contributions (6 χ 17.50) is
105.0 kcal mol"1; the corresponding values for cyclopentane
are 86.0 and 87.5 kcal mol"1 and those for cyclobutane are
67.3 and 70.0 kcal mol"1. Consequently, according to these
data, the value of Es may be too high owing to failure to take
into account the difference between the zero-point energies,
for example, by 3 kcal mol"1 for cyclobutane. According to
the results of another study1"*, the energy E s for cyclobutane
is too high by 4.6 kcal mol"1 and the corresponding errors
for three-, five-, and six-membered rings are 4.2, 3.7, and
3.4 kcal mol"1.

Table 3. Changes in the strain energy (ΔΕ8, kcal mol 1) on
passing from a three-membered to a six-membered ring
obtained from different thermodynamic quantities*.

»

3 - 4
4—5
5—0

ΔΕ

1.0
20.8

6.4

A *

0.9
19.8
5.7

ΔΕ,,,

1.4
19.9
6.1

AES

1.4
19.9
6.1

*Notation: ΔΕ are the differences between the strain
energies obtained from the internal atomisation energies in
the hypothetical equilibrium state at 0 Κ and 298 Κ; the
AES were obtained from the enthalpies of atomisation at
298 Κ; η is the number of carbon atoms in the ring.

The mutually compensating influences of the thermal (a)
and zero-point (b) energies result in the approximate
constancy of the differences in the Es on passing from one
ring to another regardless of whether the thermal and
zero-point energies are excluded or taken into account in
the calculations. Table 3 presents the differences between
the E s for several cycloalkanes according to Nelander and
Sunner11*. Consequently, in order to compare the E s for a
specific series of compounds, one can also employ other
available quantities, such as ΔΗ̂ · (298 Κ); here the error
of the E s compared is 1—2 kcal mol"1 (provided that the same
additive scheme is used to calculate the hHf of the unstrained
molecules).

(c) The difference between the contributions of the
energies pAV to ΔΗ* for the cyclic compound and for the
corresponding unstrained compound can be readily found

compounds having the general formula CnHm· The
difference between the pAV is incorporated in the E s , where
it is not constant (0.6 kcal mol"1 for cycloalkanes and
1.2 kcal mol"1 for bicycloalkanes) and will be eliminated in
comparing the Es in a given series of compounds.

Next, a comparison will be made of the conventional
values of E s , obtained as differences between the experi-
mental and calculated ΔΗ^(ο [see Eqn.(2)] or calculated
with the aid of a mechanical model1 7 '1 8 in the few instances
when no experimental ΔΗ? are available.

The experimental values of ΔΗ^ and the strain energies E s

presented below are expressed in kcal πιοΓ1 and refer to
298.15 K. The errors in ΔΗ? are expressed in terms of a
95% confidence interval and are given in round brackets.
For example ΔΗ^(£) for cyclopropane is 12.74(12) kcal mol"1,
i .e. in this case the error of the determination is 0.12 kcal
mol"1. In those cases where there are no experimental
enthalpies of evaporation ΔΗ^, they were estimated from
the Klages relation28 in order to obtain hH* for the gaseous
state (the latter quantities are listed in the Table without
an indication of the error).

2. Geometrical Parameters of the Molecules

The steric disposition of the atoms in the molecules can be
described unambiguously by specifying the internuclear
distances r (the less rigorous term "bond length" is
frequently used), the valence angles a, and the dihedral
angles τ. The most accurate measurements of these mole-
cular parameters are made in the gas phase by electron
diffraction13»29 and microwave spectroscopy1 3 '3 0. The two
methods yield geometrical parameters having a different
physical significance and different indices and differing by
an amount greatly exceeding the experimental e r r o r 3 1 " 3 3 .
X-Ray diffraction analysis yields a third variety of geometri-
cal parameters; therefore, in comparing data obtained by
different methods, account must be taken of these differ-
ences .

However, even within the limits of each of the first two
methods—electron diffraction and microwave spectroscopy—
there exist a wide variety of parameters having a different
significance. Readers wishing to make independently
accurate comparisons of the internuclear distances should
refer to the literature indicated above on the stereo-

chemistry and to the original studies. A rigorous

from the relation ΔΗf(G) = Δ17f(G) + (1 - l/2m)RT for

comparison implies the employment of geometrical parameters
of only one type within the limits of a given physical method.

In electron diffraction studies the final data are not
presented in a unique manner and the authors quote
distances designated by the symbol rq or rQ. They are
related by the equation

rg=ra+u2/ra ,

where u is the amplitude of the vibrations of pairs of atoms.
The correction term uz/ra can be usually readily calculated
and it amounts to 0.002 and 0.006 A for the C-C and C-H
bonds respectively. Tables 4—9 (see below) present data
taken directly from original communications without indication
of the type of distance. The only exception has been made
for cycloalkanes, in which all the distances have been
recalculated on the rg basis to ensure a consistent compari-
son.

The distances designated by the symbols r 0 and rs can be
obtained from microwave data. They are not simply related
and there are no simple relations between them and the
electron diffraction parameters rg and ra.
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The valence angles quoted in electron diffraction studies
are believed to be the most reliable if they have been
calculated taking into account the correction for the
contraction effect31. Neglect of this correction can distort
the valence angles by several degrees. The corrections
are calculated on the basis of the theory of vibrations,
provided that the force field of the molecule is known (for
references to the last studies in this field, see Mastryukov
and Dorofeeva31*). The valence angles corrected for the
contraction effect are designated by the symbol Φ α in order
to show that they refer to a geometrically self-consistent r a

structure, in contrast to the rg and rQ structures.
We shall now proceed to the description of the comparison

of the geometrical parameters carried out to find correlations
with Es. For this purpose, it is desirable to employ a
simplified equation for the calculation of the strain energy
Es within the framework of the mechanical model (for more
complex versions of the equation, see the relevant communica-
t ions 1 8 - 2 1 ) :

COS3T) + Em ( 3 )

Here each term refers to individual components of the strain
mentioned previously: the deformation of the distances ( r ) ,
the valence angles (a), and the dihedral angles (τ) and also
the energies of non-valence interactions E n v · The
reference values are designated by the subscript 0.

It follows from Eqn.(3) that the strain energy is a complex
function of many variables and by an empirical comparison
one can only hope to find a parameter (or parameters) on
which the Es for a series of molecules with similar structures
depend preferentially. For this purpose, it is necessary to
analyse three pair combinations: Es—r, Es—a, and ΕΒ—τ.
We shall not consider the non-valence interactions in
quantitative terms and shall confine ourselves to referring
to the system of van der Waals radii3 5, which are usually
resorted to for comparisons of this kind.

Inspection of Eqn.(3) shows that, for example, in the case
of internuclear distances a linear correlation is to be
expected in terms of the variables Es and n{r - r 0 ) 2 , where
η is the number of deformed bonds. This is also true of
the valence angles. However, tests have shown that the
simplest relations of the type Es~(r - r 0 ) and Es-(a - a0)
are much more convenient and we shall henceforth employ
these.

The second general observation about Eqn.(3) concerns
the choice of the reference values of r 0 and a0. In the
mechanical model these quantities are empirical parameters
without physical significance and are selected to ensure the
best agreement between the calculation and experiment.
We prefer to employ geometrical data for the reference
molecules investigated. Admittedly in most instances such
choice is not of fundamental importance, since the relative
changes in r - r 0 and α - α0 are necessary only for a
qualitative derivation of a correlation with Es, and the final
quantitative characteristics, i.e. the correlation equations,
have been usually derived not for the relative but for the
absolute values of the geometrical parameters. The
correlation equations make it possible in their turn to
estimate independently certain values of r 0 and a0 (see
Section III).

The selection of the reference values for the dihedral
angle τ, which should be 60° for the gauche-orientation
and 180° for the trans-orientation in acyclic systems,
presents a special difficulty36. However, cyclisation
distorts these values so much that they become of little
practical use for a comparison. Furthermore, in the

majority of structural studies there is simply no explicit
information about the dihedral angles. For these reasons,
we confined ourselves to comparing certain dihedral angles
in repeating fragments of similar molecules.

As already mentioned, the most suitable standard for
saturated hydrocarbons is a normal chain with the trans-
disposition of all the C—C bonds, although at the usual
temperatures there is also a considerable amount of other
conformers. Electron diffraction studies on alkanes
ranging from ethane to η-heptane established that the
average parameters of these molecules are appreciably
constant and we shall use them henceforth for the compari-
son: the average distance rg(C-C) = 1.533(1) At and
the average valence angle / C - C - C = 112.6(0.1)°. v />3 8

More detailed information about the structures of different
hydrocarbons can be found in the book of Volkov et a l . 1 3

A recent investigation39 showed that the above constancy
of the C—C bond lengths breaks down on passing to higher
alkanes. Thus the distance for n-C16H31f is 1.542(4) A,
which has been attributed to the influence of non-valence
interactions. A reinvestigation of n-Ci»H10

 1*° taking into
account the contraction effect led to a more accurate C—C—C
valence angle, equal to 113.8(0.4)°. We shall use the
previous average value if only because in the majority of
studies on cyclic hydrocarbons quoted here such corrections
were not introduced.

Since the entire subsequent data refer to cyclic hydro-
carbons , in conclusion of this section we shall present
examples of strained acyclic molecules as an illustration.
In such systems the strain increases with increasing
branching of the chain, which is particularly notable for the
t-butyl group. When two such groups are linked together,
the distance between them is significantly increased and
reaches 1.582(10) A.1*1 The greatest C-C distance
(1.611 A) has been recorded in the (t-C4H9)3CH molecule1*2

and in the similar molecule of (t-C,H9)2CH2 "3 the C-C-C
angle is appreciably increased. The structural data for
these two unusual molecules are presented below (the methyl
group is illustrated by a circle).

116.0(0.4)° ^~^O

0
T
Ο

A-548(2)A

tAs in the representation of the thermochemical data, here
and henceforth the experimental errors referring to the last
decimal places are given in round brackets, i .e. in this
instance r~ = 1.533 ± 0.001. A more detailed form of
notation is usually employed for angles, i.e. 112.6(0.1)°,
although a formulation of the type 112.6(1)° can also be
encountered in the literature.
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The strain has also distorted the Conformational charac-
teristics of the butyl and methyl groups for which the
deviations of the dihedral angles Δ τ from the staggered
orientation, which serves as the starting point of the
calculation (τ = 0°), are presented:

Molecule
Δ τ (C4H9)
Δτ (CH3)

(t-C4H9)3CH
10.8(0.5)°
18.0 (6.0)°

(t-C4H9)2CH2
15.1 (6.0)°

13.2(7.0)°

3. The Spin—Spin Coupling Constants

In the literature on the NMR spectroscopy of organic
compounds a considerable number of publications (including
review publications) are devoted to the discussion of the
question of the correspondence between the spin—spin
coupling constant (SSCC) and the structural, Conformational
parameters of the molecule 1*'*~7\ The influence of molecular
structure on the SSCC between the nuclei of like and unlike
atoms, both linked directly and separated from one
another, has been investigated. In connection with the
development of 13C NMR spectroscopy, there has been a
growth of interest in recent years in the study of the SSCC
between the carbon nuclei constituting the skeleton of an
organic molecule. These constants are significantly smaller
than the corresponding SSCC for protons, but this
deficiency is compensated by the simplicity of the observation
of the Jc _ c . 7 1 ' 7 5 - 7 7 .

At the same time one should note that few systematic
data, enabling one to trace the "geometry-SSCC" relation
for a series of structurally similar compounds, are
available. Among cyclic hydrocarbons, the SSCC for
vicinal protons 3JJJ _ n (the coupling constants of the
XH nuclei via three bonds) and the coupling constants for the
13C and ""Ή nuclei via one bond X JI3Q _ ^ (obtained either
from high-resolution 13C NMR spectra or by analysing the
1 3C satellites in proton spectra), for which definite correla-
tions with the structure have been established (see below),
constitute an exception in this respect.

In this review we shall not be concerned with the
theoretical aspects associated, in particular, with the
mechanism of the spin—spin coupling, to which due attention
has been devoted in the series of reviews quoted here. We
shall only note that the true cause of the changes in the
SSCC is still not altogether clear. They can be caused by
an alteration of the s character of the corresponding orbital
and hence can serve as a measure of the s character of the
bond. (Minimum values of the 1J13c _ Η constant are
characteristic of carbon atoms with sp3, sp2, and
sp-hybridisations, amounting to ~125, 156, and 250 Hz
respectively.) Formulae linearly relating the degree of s
character of the hybrid orbital of the carbon atom in the
C-H bond to the 1 J 1 3 c - Η constant have been proposed
and have been frequently revised 1*lt>78~°6. At the same
time there exists the view that it would be premature to
establish a quantitative correlation between the constant
X J I 3 Q _ JJ and the degree of s character and that it would
be more correct to regard lJ13c - Η s 125 Hz as a charac-
teristic of tetracoordinate carbon with a tetrahedral
environment8 6 '8 7.

The change in the SSCC may be a consequence of the
change in the length of the corresponding bond caused
by the deformation of the angles and the diminution of
repulsive interactions8 6; in particular, an increase of the
constant 1J13c - Η should then be expected. However,
certain experimental and calculated data have shown that
there is no direct relation between these quantities"*8>58>67>

6 8> 7 9. Despite the difficulty of interpretation, the correla-
tion between the SSCC and the deformation of the structure
is believed to have been reliably established7 0. However,
one must not forget the definite (known) inaccuracy of the
relations established is due to the fact that one of the
parameters compared (SSCC) characterises the substance
in the liquid state and the other (structural parameter)
characterises the substance in the gaseous (or crystalline)
state. One must also take into account the influence of the
steric interactions of the neighbouring groups on the SSCC
and hence the possibility of employing the observed
correlations only within the limits of a series of isotypical
compounds.

In this study we have analysed the "geometry-SSCC"
relation on the basis of new experimental results or results
which have been revised in recent years. We used mainly
the constants V 1 3 c - Η a n d 3 j H - H' w n o s e values for cyclic
hydrocarbons are most systematic, as mentioned above.
Certain bridged bicyclic hydrocarbons are an exception;
successive changes in the SSCC between vicinal protons
( 2Jpj _ JJ) and between protons via four bonds ( \JH _ JJ)
have been described for these compounds.

I I . CORRELATION BETWEEN THE STRAIN ENERGY, THE
GEOMETRICAL PARAMETERS, AND THE SPIN-SPIN
COUPLING CONSTANTS

1. Cycloalkanes

(a) Correlation between the Strain Energy and the Structural
Parameters

The structural data for cycloalkanes and the strain
energies Es are listed in Table 4. The following dimensions
are used in Tables 4—9 and in the text: kcal mol"1 for Es,
A for the internuclear distance, degrees (°) for the valence
and dihedral angles, and Hz for the SSCC.

The Conformational characteristics of these hydrocarbons
are distinguished by their wide variety and are not
susceptible to analysis on a single basis. Indeed, cyclo-
propane is a rigid system, cyclobutane is bent by an angle
of 26°#, there is pseudorotation in cyclopentane, and
cyclohexane exists in the chair conformation with a torsional
angle of 54.5°. The conformations of cycloheptane, cyclo-
octane, and cyclodecane are also comparatively unrelated to
the conformations of the preceding homologue. Since it
is difficult to put forward a single scheme for the comparison
of the dihedral angles in the above molecules, we shall
confine ourselves to the consideration of the internuclear
distances Tg(C—C) and the C—C—C valence angles. These
geometrical parameters will be considered in much more detail
for cycloalkanes than for other cyclic compounds, firstly in
order to illustrate the approach employed, which is to a
large extent repeated in the subsequent sections of the
review and, secondly, because of the unusual nature of the
results obtained for the cycloalkanes themselves.

#The view has been established in the literature that the
four-membered ring of cyclobutane is bent by an angle of
-35°. 1 0 \ 1 0 5 in the latest electron-diffraction study it has
been shown that allowance for the pendulum shifts of the
methylene groups (for a more detailed description of this
effect, see Mastryukov et al . 1 0 6 ) leads to a significant
decrease of the non-planarity of the cyclobutane ring,
which confirms the results of non-empirical quantum-
chemical calculations1 0 7.
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Table 4. The enthalpies of formation, strain energies, structural parameters, and SSCC of
cycloalkanes*.

Molecule

C 3 H 6

C 4 H 8

C 5 H, 0

C6Hl2

C 7 I 1 H

C8H,6

C9H18

C10H20

^ ( L )
(expt)

—

0.88 (12)

—25.60 (17)

—37.36 (07)

—37.45 (12)

—40.08 (22)

—43.31 (22)

—49.40 (22)

^ G )
(expt)

12.74 (12)

6.79 (12)

— 18.74 (19)

—29.47 (07)

—28.25 (14)

-29.73 (22)

—31.74 (38)

—36.88 (36)

Afff(G)

(calc.)

— 14.85

— 19.80

—24.75

—29.70

—34.65

—39.60

—44.55

-49.50

£ s

27.6

26.6

6.0

0.2

6.4

9.9

12.8

12.6

r g (C-C)

1.512 (2) [89]**

1.551 (3) [90]

1.546 (1) [91]

1.536 (2) [92, 93]

1.540 (1) [94]

1.542 (5) [95]

1.545 (3) [96]

r g (C-H)

1.095 (3)

1.109 (6)

1.113(1)

1.121 (4)

1.118 (3)

1.113 (15)

1.115 (3)

zc-c-c,

60.0

88.5

104.1

111.4 (0.2)

115.3 (0.3)

116.6

116.1 (1.1)

^ H - C - t l

11.,1 (1.0)

106.0

107.0 (1.5)

108.0

105.4

Ring shape

planar

bunt by 26(3)°

non-planar;

pseudorotation
chair with a torsional

angle of 54.9(0.4)"

twisted chair***

mixture of conformers

boat -chair-boat* * **

l y»C-M

161 [44]; 162 [97, 98]
160.45 [99]
134 [44]; 136 (!) [97]

128 [44]; 131 (2) [97]
128.221 (0.005) [100]
123 Π24) [44]; 127 (2)
[97]; 125.00 [101]; 124.56
[102]
122 [41]; 127 (2) [97]

123 [44]; 126 (2) [97]

125 (2) [97]; 124 (3)

[103]
118 [44]; 121 (3) [103];
126 (2) [97]

*The experimental values of ΔΗχ· were taken from Pedley and Rylance88.
**In this and subsequent Tables the references indicated for one of the geometrical parameters

refer to all the structural data presented.
***The content of the main conformer was 76 ± 6%.
****The content of the main conformer was 49 ± 3%.

SOL·
10 η

Figure 1. Variation of the C—C internuclear distances rg and
the C—C—C valence angles in the cycloalkanes CnH2n with
ring size n. The horizontal lines correspond to reference
values.

The distances rg(C-C) and the valence angles in the cyclo-
alkanes investigated are illustrated in Fig. l . The range of
variation of the distances (1.512-1.551 λ, i .e. ±2.5% relative
to the average value) is significantly smaller than the range
of variation of the valence angles (60-116.6°, i .e. ±64%
relative to the average value). However, the variation of
the internuclear distances is more complex, while the varia-
tion of the valence angles has the simpler form of curves with

saturation?. The variation of the geometrical parameters of
cycloalkanes expressed in this direct form has no analogy
whatever with the variation of the £ s for these compounds
illustrated in Fig. 2.

uo

20

0

\AP\,103I

JO

20

10

20

8 10 π

Figure 2. Variation of the strain energy Es (curve 1) and of
the differences Δα = 1112.6° - ot| (curve 2) and ΔΓ =

1.533 - r\ χ 103 (A) (curve 3) in the cycloalkanes C n H 2 n

with ring size n.

§ It is of interest to note that the introduction of a hetero-
atom into the cyclic system does not alter significantly the
features found for hydrocarbons 1 0 8.
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As mentioned above, the strain energies Es must be
compared with the deviations of the geometrical parameters
of the molecule under consideration from the reference
values. Since the symmetrical deviations from the
reference values must make the same contributions to the
E s (in the mechanical model this phenomenon is described
by Hooke's law), the absolute differences are employed for
the comparison with the Es: ΔΓ = j 1.533 - r\ χ 103 A for
the C-C distances and Δα = J112.6°-ctj for the C-C-C
angles. These differences are in fact illustrated in Fig. 2.
It is quite evident that even such relative geometrical param-
eters reproduce correctly in qualitative terms the decrease
of Es on passing from C3H6 to C5H1 2 with a subsequent
increase on further ring expansion.

Fig. 2 shows that the curve illustrating the variation of the
internuclear distances closely imitates the form of the Es

curve. A direct confirmation of this observation follows from
the correlation equations

rgr(C—C) = 1.545 A distance has been estimated from Es in

Es = —5.74 +1.56 ΔΓ

£ s =6.19 + 0.48 Δα

(4)

(5)

obtained by the least squares method and presented in a
graphical form in Figs.3 and 4. These relations clearly show
that the values of £ s for cycloalkanes are very closely related
to the changes in the internuclear distances in these mole-
cules.

s, kcal mol l

30

20

10

0

-

. 7 /
/

3

/

/

1 1 1 1

30 50 Ace;

Figure 4. Variation of the strain energy with Δα: 1)-7)
see Fig. 3; straight line—calculation by Eqn.(5).

Es, kcal mol

30

20

10

JO
103-Ar, A

Figure 3. Variation of the strain energy Es with ΔΓ for
different hydrocarbons: 1) C3H6; 2) CkHe; 3) C 5H 1 0;
4) C 6H 1 2; 5) C7H11+; 6) C 8H 1 6; 7) C 1 0 H 2 0 . The error
in the measurement of the internuclear distances (±0.001 A)
and the approximate error in the estimation of Es (±1.5 kcal
ΙΉΟΓ1) for cyclopentane as an example are indicated by
horizontal and vertical lines; straight line—calculation by
Eqn.(4).

The preferential correlation of Es with the deformations of
the internuclear distances rather than the valence angles
conflicts with the generally accepted hypothesis that the
values of Es for cycloalkanes are mainly determined by the
angular Baeyer strain. The same conflict obtains also in
the mechanical model: a change in distances is believed to be
so unfavourable energetically that in some calculations this
effect is simply neglected9.

In more accurate calculations1 7"2 1 it is assumed that a
10% deformation of the C-C distances (for example, a change
from 1.54 to 1.70 A) is accompanied by a change in the
strain energy by only 3.1 kcal ΐηοΓ 1. 1 8 The result obtained
in the above study shows that the changes in the C-C
distances in the range 1.512—1.551 A are satisfactorily
correlated with the changes in Es in the range 0.2-27.6 kcal
ΙΏΟΓ1. It is noteworthy that the cyclopropane molecule does
not deviate from this relation, although it has the shortest
bond. The minimum C—C distance in this compound has
been interpreted by some workers within the framework of
the special concept of "bent bonds". 1 3» 1 0 9

We do not believe that the above contradictions indicate
deficiencies of the computational procedure based on the
mechanical model, because our treatment is extremely limited
and empirical, as already mentioned. Attention need only
be drawn to the fact that the analysis of the direct depen-
dence of E s on the geometrical parameters of cycloalkanes

As a consequence of the satisfactory linear relation
between Es and ΔΓ, Eqn.(4) can be used for quantitative
estimates of the C—C distances in the hydrocarbons for which
only thermochemical data are available. For example, the

HThe structural data for C7Hllt have been published only
recently91f and the initial version of Eqn.(4) was therefore
derived without taking them into account and had the form
£ s = -6.37 + 1.59 ΔΓ. On substituting the value of Es for
cycloheptane in this expression, it is possible to calculate
rg(C—C) = 1.541 A, which is larger than the experimental
value only by 0.001 A.
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can yield an interesting and unusual result, which was not
discussed previously and which can be used to estimate
internuclear distances from thermochemical data (or
conversely). Cycloalkanes occupy a special position,
because the strain energies of cycloalkanes and bicyclic
hydrocarbons are better correlated with the deformation of
the valence angles (as will be seen from the exposition below).

We shall not deal with the H-C-H angles whose deforma-
tion also contributes to the strain energy, because the
angles ZC-C-C (a) and ZH-C-H (β) vary in a concerted
manner110 in accordance with the linear equation

β=126.1+0.17α .

As a result of this relation, the behaviour of the difference
Δα illustrated in Fig. 4 should reflect correctly the overall
deformation component of the strain energy in cycloalkanes.

As already mentioned in the introduction, substituted
cyclic hydrocarbons will not be considered systematically.
The only exception was made for hydrocarbons of the cyclo-
propane series. In recent years extensive experimental
data have accumulated for the ΔΗ? of cyclopropanes which
have not been surveyed. Using these data, we considered
the influence of the introduction of substituents of different
types on the Es for the three-membered ring. The data in
Table 5, which lists the values of ΔΗ? and Es for sub-
stituted cyclopropanes and cyclopropenes, show that E s is
constant (27-28 kcal mol"1), within the limits of the error of
the determination, for all saturated hydrocarbons with the
exception of the seventh and eighth compoundsf. The
strain energy Es of alkenyl derivatives of cyclopropane with
the double bond separated from the ring by a σ-bond is close
to £ s for cyclopropane itself, which indicates either the
absence of an effect of ρ—π conjugation or its very small
magnitude. The introduction of an exocyclic or endocyclic
double bond greatly increases Es for the three-membered ring.

The estimated strain energy per trigonal atom in cyclo-
propene, evaluated as half the difference between the
values of Es for cyclopropene and cyclopropane, is 13.1 kcal
mol"1. Subsequent calculation of Es for methylenecyclo-
propane, defined as the sum of Es for cyclopropane and
13.1 kcal mol"1, leads to 40.7 kcal mol"1, which fully agrees
with the value calculated from the experimental AH?/Q-V for
methylenecyclopropane (Table 5). This agreement suggests
that the contributions of the trigonal carbon atom (endo- or
exo-) to the strain energy in the systems considered are
approximately the same.

Thus the data presented show that the introduction of the
substituents into the molecule hardly alters the overall
strain energy. At the same time in approximate quantum-
chemical calculations116 a relatively strong steric interaction
between the CH3 groups is postulated.

(b) Correlation between the Structural Parameters and the

SSCC

On the basis of the changes in the constants X JI3Q _ JJ in
the series of cyclic saturated hydrocarbons (ranging from
cyclopropane to cyclododecane), a linear correlation was
observed as early as 1963 between the SSCC and the angle
ZC—C—C, described by the equation1*1*

7"c-n = 203—0.720a . (6)

Using Foote's data1*1*, Mislow57 derived a correlation equation

expressing the dependence of the constants 1 J 1 3 c _ JJ not
on the angle α but on the interorbital angle 0Lorfo (which
reflects the state of hybridisation and is determined from the
relation aorb = 0.1340a + 94.83).57 However, calculation of
the above constant by Eqn.(6) using modern values of the
geometrical parameters (Table 4) yields values of 1J13Q - Η
which differ appreciably in many instances from the experi-
mental values.

Table 5. The enthalpies of formation and strain energies
of substituted cyclopropanes and cyclopropenes.

Molecule*

/ \

Μ cis-

\ R trans-

R

X/R

R R
\ / ρ\ / *<

\

R1

i R

R2

1 R

R3

1 R

\ _ /
\

/ 2

^ — C = C H 2

1

R

^>—C=C--CH 2
( 1

I

R

y C = CH

> = C H 2

CH2

V\
/\
R R

\ /

y\ R

- ? ( u -

0.41 (16)

—5.92 (19)

—7.97(19)

—6.29(16)

—7.34(19)

—22.99(20)

—28.63(22)

-21.57(24)

—27.74(40)

—46.14 (54)

22.9(90)
f 29.3
{ 23.6
I 24.5(20)

14.51 (30)

46.80(50)

62.40(20)

—

—

—

-

32.8 (50)

0

12.74(12)

5.8

0.8

— 1.97(30)

0.4

—0.9

— 15.7

—20.0

— 13.6

-18.5

-33.8

30.9(90)

—
31.3(30)

22.4

55.8

69.8(40)

47.9(40)

94.6(280)

66.2(60)

58.2(20)

39.6(110)

27.6

27.7

27.6

27.6

29.3

28.0

20.9

23.7

27.9

28.0

27.5

27.3
—
—

27.8

27.4

28.6

26.7

40.8

—

53.8

53.7

References

1881

[88]

[88]

[88]

[88]

[88]

188|

[88]

[88]

188]

[88]

[88]

[111]
[112]
[113]

***

***

[113]

[88]

[114]

[88]

[88]

***

tThe hHf for 1,1,2-trimethyl- and 1,1,2,2-tetramethyl-
cyclopropanes and vinyl-cyclopropane should be redeter-
mined.

*R = CH3, R
1 = C2H5, R2 = C3H7, and R3 = C6H13.

**Turner et al. 1 1 5 determined the enthalpies of hydrogena-
tion of methylmethylenecyclopropane, ethylidenecyclo-
propane, and 1,2-dimethylcyclopropene in solution in acetic
acid at 25 °C. We did not calculate the values of ΔΗ,
from these data, because the differences between the
enthalpies of evaporation and solution are unknown.

***S.M.Pimenov's data (Candidate's Thesis in Chemical
Sciences, Moscow State University, Moscow, 1982).

7(G)
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Fig. 5 presents the changes in the constant 1J13Q _ H> * n e

C—C —C valence angles, the C—C internuclear distances, and
the Es (the data from Table 4) for the series of compounds
considered on passing from cyclopropane to cyclododecane
(the geometrical parameters of cyclononane have still not
been determined). It shows that the SSCC vary almost in
parallel with the variation of the C —C—C angle only.

CC~C—C.

1.100

1,110

1.120

30

I w

-a

\ 10

60

70

80

90

100
110

120

δ U 5 6 7 θ 9 10 η

2. Cycloalkenes

(a) Correlation between the Strain Energy and Structural
Parameters

The structural data and the strain energies Es for cyclo-
alkenes are presented in Table 6. cis-But-2-ene serves as
a suitable standard for comparisons in this series of
compounds 1 3 1. The required parameters of this molecule
are the C-C distance [1.506(2) X], the C = C distance
[1.346(3) λ], and the C-C = C angle [125.4(0.4)°]. We
shall consider initially the C-C and C = C distances.
Comparison with the distances in the standard reveals the
following features: cyclopropene should be just as strained
as cyclohexene, but both these compounds are less strained
by a factor of ~1.5 than cyclo-octene. The data presented
in no way agree with the Es curve in Fig. 7.

Figure 5. Variation of the C—Η internuclear distances
(curve 1), the C-C—C valence angles (curve 2), XJ13Q_JJ
(curve 3), and Es (curve 4) in cycloalkanes with ring size n.

izo

Figure 6. Variation of l j l 3 c - H w * t n t n e C—C-C angle for
cycloalkanes: l)-6) see Fig. 3; 7) C 9 H 1 8 ; curve—
calculation by Eqn.(7).

On the basis of the data presented, a linear relation was
obtained between iJi*c - Η a n d t n e C-C-C angle (a) for
cycloalkanes ( ^ 1 3 ο - Η = 195.7 - 0.632α), which, however,
is characterised by a relatively small but appreciable scatter
of the points. If the data corresponding to cyclopropane
are disregarded in the calculation, then the above relations
for the series of saturated cyclic hydrocarbons ranging from
cyclobutane to cyclohexane fit satisfactorily on a straight
line. The relation between 1 J 1 3 c - Η a n d ^C—C-C for the
series of cycloalkanes is best described by the parabolic
equation (Fig.6)

'/,3C_H = 0.0073 a2— 1.963 a + 251.715 (7)

On the basis of the observed relation between E g and the
C-C distance [Eqn.(4)], the unknown average internuclear
distances in cyclononane were estimated previously. Using
Eqn.(7), it is also possible to find the average C-C-C angle
in this hydrocarbon; it amounts to 111° (in agreement with
the data in Table 4). Eqn.(7) satisfies the corresponding
parameters-of propane 1 1 7 and, which is particularly
interesting, strained compounds such as bicyclo[2,2,1 ]-
heptene and bicyclo[2,2 ;l]hepta-2,5-diene (for the

- Η a n d * ^ e c o r r e s P o n d i n & angles, see Table 9

On the other hand, there is a satisfactory agreement
between this curve and the variation of the C—C = C ( a x )
(Δα! = 125.4 - a x) and the C-C-C (α 2 ) (Δα2 = 112.6 - a 2)
angles, illustrated in Fig. 7. Since the differences Δαχ and
Δα2 have non-alternating signs, the conclusions are
independent of the type of standard within the limits of a
single sequence of molecules. In this case it is more useful
to find correlation equations using the geometrical parameters
themselves rather than the above differences #. For the
above angles, the equations assume the following form:

£ s = 111.2—0.895 a,

£ \ = 100.6—0.894 a2

(8)

(9)

Their graphical representation is illustrated in Fig. 8. The
parallel arrangement of the straight lines obtained on the
basis of Eqns.(8) and (9) is striking. Thus, in contrast to
cycloalkanes, a correlation of the strain energy only with
the deformations of valence angles is characteristic of their
unsaturated analogues.

below).

#We shall adhere to a similar approach henceforth; for a
qualitative determination of correlations involving Es, the
relative changes in the geometrical parameters are usually
employed, but in the final equations the structural param-
eters are used directly.
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Table 6. The enthalpies of formation, strain energies, structural parameters, and SSCC of
cycloalkenes.

Molecule

\'~—^i

5

•Q·

ο
ί-• •

1 2

) :

—

1.10 (41)

—9.11 (10)

-

66.23 (60)

37.45 (36)

7.81 (41)

— 1.10(12)

—2.25 (22)

—6.45 (26)

53.3

29.8

5.1

1.1

4.9

5.7

CC and CH bonds

1—2 1.304 (3) [119, 120]
1-3 1.519 (2)
1-H 1.077 (12)
3-H 1.112(15)

1-2 1.342(5) [121]
1-4 1.517 (5)
3—4 1.566 (5)
1-H 1.083 (5)
3-H 1.094 (5)

1—2 1.546(35) [122]
2—3 1.519 (30)
3—4 1.342 (10)
C — H a v 1-098 (6)

1—2 1.335 (3) [123—125
2—3 1.504 (6)
3 - 4 1.515 (20)
C-H 1.093 (15)

-

1-2 1.332(3) [126]
2—3 1.499 (8)
3-41
4—5 Π .549 (2)
5-6 J
3-H 1.110 (2)
1-H 1.103

Valence angles

2—1—Η 132.9 (2.5)

1—2—3 94.2 (0.5)
2—3—4 85.8 (0.5)
2—1—Η 133.5 (0.5)
Η 3 Η 109.2 (0.5)
4—3—Η 114.5(0.5)

2—3—4 111.0(1.2)
Η—1—Η 104.8
Η—2—Η 101.8
3_4—Η 143.5

1—2—3 123.5
2—3—4 112.1
3—4—5 111.0

-

1—2—3 121.9 (0.8)
2—3—4 104.6 (0.4)
3—4—5 113.8(0.4)
4—5—6 118.8(0.6)
2—1—Η 118.4(2.0)

Η—C—Η 106.8 (1-7)

Dihedral angles

-

2—3—4—5 *· '

1—2—3—4 —15.2
2—3—4—5 44.9
3—4—5—6 —60.2

-

8—1—2—3 136.0 (0.4)
1—2—3—4 —91.1 (0.8)
2—3—4—"5 54.2 (1.0)
3—4—5—6 —82.8 (0.6)
4—5—6—7 111.8(1.0)

Η—1—2—Η 177.6(11.2)

iJ"C—Η

226 [127];
220 [128];
228.2 [129]

170 [45, 130]

160 (1) [47];
161.6 [48]

157 [47];
158.4 [48]

156.2 [48]

156,0 [48]

"•Ή—Η

1.3 [127, 129]

2.7 [46];
2.85 [130]

5.1 [46];
5.4 (0.1) [47];
5.57 [48, 49]

8.8 [46] ; 9.6 [47];
10.11 (0.05) [48,49]

10.8 [46];
11.02 [48]

10.3 [46];
10.41 [48]

Note. Here and henceforth the atoms are numbered in accordance with data obtained in
structural studies. The experimental values of hH* were taken from Pedley and Rylance88.
The dihedral angles in this and subsequent tables are presented in a dual form. The first has
the usual significance, for example, τ(1—2—3—4) denotes the angles between the planes
drawn through the 1—2—3 and 2—3—4 carbon atoms. The second designation is in the form of a
fraction in which the planes between which the angle is measured are indicated in the numerator
and denominator.

- o

0 -

5 6 7 η

Figure 7. Variation of the strain energy E s (curve 2) and
the differences Δαχ = 125.4° - αχ (curve 2) and Δα2 =
112.6° - a2 (curve 3) in the cycloalkenes C n H 2 n-2 with ring
size n.

(b) Correlation between the Structural Parameters and the

SSCC

It is known that in the series of cis-cyclo-olefins there
exists a definite relation between the SSCC of the vinyl
protons and the ring size1*5-1*8'50'56'68. The change in the
constant 3 J H - Η ' S more likely to be due to the local
geometry about the double bond1*5·1*6 (the C = C interatomic
distances and the C = C-C and C = C-H angles) rather
than the overall strain energy of the molecule. The
empirical correlations derived by different investigators
between the above constants and the C = C interatomic
distances are similar and correspond to an increase of the
constant 3 J H _ H by -0.6-0.7 Hz as the C = C bond length
diminishes by 0.02 X. 6 8 The comparisons of the above
relations with experimental data have shown, however, that
there is no direct relation between the constants 3Jfj - Η
and the C=C bond length1*8-"9»68. Thus the change in the
C = C internuclear distance from 1.342 X in cyclobutane to
1.332 Ά. in cyclo-octene should have corresponded to an
increase of the constant 3JJJ _ JJ by -0.3 Hz, while in reality
the difference between the constants is -7.5 Hz.

The relation between the constants 3JJJ _ ^ and the
C = C—Η angles has been shown by the analysis of the study
of Cooper and Manatt1*8 to be close to the predicted theoretical
relation5 5, the sensitivity of the SSCC to the change in
ZC = C—Η being particularly notable for angles close to 120°.
The C = C-H angle is found from the C = C-C angles, which
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are more readily determined experimentally, using the relation
IC = C-H = (360 - ^ C = C-O/2. Calculation of the depen-
dence of the constants 3JJJ _ H on the C = C—C and
C = C-H angles for cis-buta-1, 3-diene (for changes in the
angles from 108° to 123° and from 114° to 124° respectively)
showed that the size of the angles has an appreciable
influence on the constant; the dependence of JJJJ _ ̂  o n

the C = C—C angle is more explicit than that of the
C = C-H angle6 8.
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Figure 8. Variation of the strain energy with the C—C =
C (i) and C—C—C (II) valence angles for different hydro-
carbons: 1) CsH,,; 2) C4H6; 3) C5H8; 4) C 6H 1 0;
5) C8H11(; I) calculated by Eqn.(8); II) calculated by
Eqn.(9).

The question of the reason for the deviations from the
linear relation of the corresponding parameters of both
saturated and unsaturated three-membered rings (if the
accuracy of the determinations of the quantities compared is
assumed to be adequate) still remains open. Owing to the
lack of systematic, uniform data for a large number of the
hydrocarbons considered (in the series of cycloalkenes the
entire calculation is in fact based on the parameters for 4—5
compounds), it is difficult to reach a definite conclusion.
Possibly the deviations are caused by the extremum values
of the geometrical parameters or a significantly different
hybridisation of the carbon atom in three-membered cyclic
compounds, which occupy an intermediate position between
saturated, unsaturated, and acetylenic hydrocarbons.
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Comparisons have also been made between the structural
parameters of cyclo-olefins and the constants V I 3 Q _ JJ· 5 2 ' 5 "* '
7 2 A linear relation has been established between the con-
stant 1JT-3Q _ Η a n d t n e c = C ~ C angle for a series of
unsaturated compounds of different types5"*. (However, the
points corresponding to cyclobutene and cyclopentene do not
fit on the resulting straight line.)

Fig.9 presents the variation of 1J13c - H> 3^H - H> * n e

C = C—C angles, the C = C distances, and the strain
energies Es (according to the data in Table 6) in the series
of compounds investigated ranging from cyclopropene to
cyclo-octene. It is seen that the SSCC and the C = C-C
angle vary in parallel, the parallelism breaking down on
passing from cyclopropene to cyclobutene. There is no
correspondence whatever between the variations of both
SSCC and the C=C bond length; nor is there a full
correlation (particularly of the constant 1J 13Q _ ft) with the
strain energies Es.

The linear equations describing the relations between the
SSCC andZC = C-C (a) ( ^ c - Η = 277.5 -1.014a;
3 J H _ H = -9.88 + 0.1556a) do not reflect the observed
relation in a sufficiently clear-cut manner. (As for cyclo-
alkanes, the linear correlation holds when data corresponding
to the three-membered unsaturated ring are rejected in the
calculation.) The dependence of the SSCC on ZC = C—C
(a) has been studied most completely and in this instance
is described by the parabolic equations (Figs.9 and 10)

ν'3ο-Η = 0.0195α2—4.720 α+ 443.327 , (1 0>
3/H-H = 0.0039 α2—0.579 α + 22.465 . (11)

Figure 9. Variation of the C = C—C valence angles (curve
1), £ s (curve 2), 1JI3Q _ H (curve 3), and 3Jpi _ ̂
(curve 4) in cycloalkenes with ring size n.

It is noteworthy that Eqn.(10) is also characteristic of
certain other unsaturated compounds, particularly of
ethylene 1 1 7, cyclohexa-l,4-diene67, cyclo-octatetracene52,
bicyclo[2,2,l]hept-2-ene1 1 8, and bicyclo[ 2, 2,2]octa-2-ene'48,
while correlation (11) holds satisfactorily both for the above
hydrocarbons and in addition for cyclopenta- and cyclo-
hexa-l,3-dienes6 7 and cycloheptatriene68.

3. Cyclo-1,3-Dienes

Few data are available for cyclopolyenes and they are not
susceptible to analysis on a common basis (Table 7). In
agreement with previous observations, the strain energy
Es is a minimum for the six-membered ring, although the
transition from the five- to the six-membered system is
accompanied by only a slight decrease of Es, amounting
to 0.6 kcal moF1 (the analogous decrements in the series of
cycloalkanes and cyclo-olefins are 5.8 and 4.0 kcal mol"1

respectively).
It follows from Table 7 that the main internuclear distances

(C = C, =C—C = , and =C—C—) in the dienes considered are
equal within the limits of experimental error. The only
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notable change occurs in the valence angles on ring expan-
sion. For example, the C = C-C(=) valence angle §
increases in the series of compounds considered (109.21°,
120.13°, 129.1°, and 129.0°), which does not agree with the
variation of E s . Thus, for the given class of compounds,
it is so far impossible to discover the geometrical parameter
which is most closely related to the changes in Es or the
SSCC 3 J H - Η o f vinyl protons).

value. The sum of the differences Δα = (110.8° — αχ) +
(110.8° - α2) + (110.8° - α3) was adopted as the measure of
the strain in the three C—C—C angles around the tertiary
carbon atom. The choice of the angles a 1 ( a2, and a 3 is
explained below in relation to bicyclo[l, l,0]butane:

220

200

180

160

60 80 wo 120
•c=c-c,°

Figure 10. Variation of 1J1*Q _ Η (curve i) and 3JJJ _
(curve II) with the C = C-C angles for C n H 2 n - 2 cyclo-
alkenes; 1) —5) see Fig.8; I) calculation by Eqn.(10);
II) calculation by E q n . ( l l ) .

4. Bicyclo[n, 1,0]alkanes

(a) Correlation between the Strain Energy and the Structural
Parameters

Thermochemical and geometrical data for bicyclo[n,l,0]-
alkanes are compiled in Table 8. In their molecules there are
several types of C—C distances which differ slightly from
one another. The small differences between the C—C
distances can be found accurately only by microwave measure-
ments or by means of a combination of electron diffraction and
spectroscopic data. The most interesting geometrical param-
eter in the above series of compounds is undoubtedly the
length of the common C—C bond. The results of its measure-
ment are available only for the first three representatives
of the series, but they do not exhibit an appreciable
correlation with the changes in the Es of these compounds
(Fig. 11). This also applies to other individual C—C
distances in these molecules.

The C—C-C valence angles in bicycloalkanes differ from
those in the compounds considered previously by the
presence of a tertiary carbon atom. The value of this
angle for isobutane (110.8°) 1 S" was adopted as the reference

§The reference value of this angle, obtained1 4 0 for
butadiene, is 123.3(0.5)°.

Fig. 11 shows that the deformation of the angles about the
tertiary carbon atom and the strain energy vary similarly in
the series of condensed hydrocarbons and Fig. 12 presents
the variation of Es as a function of the average angle
ZC—C—Cav = a a v = ( a ! + a 2 + a 3 ) / 3 . The corresponding
equation is

£, = 168.2—1.374 ι (12)

An analogous relation is obtained when account is taken of
the C( 1)—C( 2)—C(3) valence angles (a) in a large ring,
which are 60°, 89.5°, and 100.9° respectively according to
calculations for the first three compounds in Table 8. The
corresponding correlation equation is

£ , = 110.5—0.706 a (13)

The dihedral angles θ at which the plane of the three-
membered ring is inclined relative to the plane of the ring
condensed with it have also been measured for the hydro-
carbon investigated. The variation of these angles is not
consistent with the variation of the Es, as can be seen from
Fig. 13. Nor has a correlation been observed between Es

and the average C-C distances, which amount to 1.498, 1.529,
1.524, and 1.535 A respectively for the saturated hydrocarbons
of the bicyclo[n, 1,0] series investigated (Table 8).

(b) Correlation between the Structural Parameters and the
SSCC

Few data are available for the SSCC for condensed bicyclic
systems containing a three-membered r ing. The geometrical
and thermodynamic parameters of bicyclo[n,l,0]alkanes have
been determined only for the first four members of the
series. Fig. 13 presents the dependence of the constant
1 J 1 3 C - Η (C is the common atom of the two rings) on E g and
the angle Θ. All the quantities in the range indicated vary
in parallel but Es increases more appreciably (than 1 / 1 3 c - Η
and Θ) on passing from bicyelo[3,l,0]hexane to bicyclo-
[2, l ,0]pentane, but changes little on passing from the latter
to bicyclof 1,1,0] butane. Nor is there a full correspondence
between the changes in E g and the changes in the (C—C—C) a v

angle. At the same time the constant 1J13c - Η varies
linearly with the angle Θ, a geometrical parameter of the
bicyclic condensed molecule, which can be expressed by the
equation

C_H = —176.0 + 3.123 θ (14)

It is of interest to discover how 1J13Q _ Η changes when
the double bond in the cycloalkene is replaced by a three-
membered r ing.
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Table 7. The enthalpies of formation, strain energies, structural parameters, and SSCC of
cyclopolyenes.

"fCD Cjff,
'no Valence angles Dihedral angles

25.16(30) 31.26(91) 4.8 1—2 1.509(2) [133]
2—3 1.342(3)

17.52(24) 25.41(12) 4.2

1-2-3 109.16(10.0)
2 - 3 - 4 109.21(10.0)

planar ring 170 [67] 5.06 [50, 51]

1—2 1.350 (4) [134,135]
2—3 1.468(14)
4 - 5 1.523(16)
5-6 1.534(20)

3—2—1 120.13(0.6)
2 - 1 - 6 120.14(0.5)
1—6—5 110.7

non-planar ring
1—2—3—4 16.3

163 [67] 9.42 [60];
9.64[49, 51]

22.51(22) 6.2 1—2 1.347 (6) [136]
2—3 1.450(15)
4—5 1.509(20)
5-6 1.522(20)
1—Η 1.092 (7)

1-2—3 129.1(0.3)
2—1—7 129.1(0.3)

non-planar ring
deflective angle
5—6—7

8.9 [51]

19.23 7.9 1-2 1.347 (5) [137]
2—3 1.475(10)
4-5 1.509(5)
5—6 1.542(5)

1-2-3 129.0(0.5)
4 - 5 - 6 117.2(0.5)
5_6_7 105.9

non-planar ring
37.8(1.0)

11.30 [51]

34.44(29) 43.69(29) 3.7 1—2 1.356(5) [138]

2—3 1.446(7)
6-7 1.507(7)
1—Η 1.095 (10)
7—Η 1.106 (10)

1—2—3 127.2

2—3-4 119.8
5—6—7 121.8
Η—1-2 120(2.0)

2-3—4-5

5-6-1-2
40.5(20)

1-7-6

1-2-5-6
36.5(20)

60.83(31) 71.13(31) 1-2 1.340(1) [139)]
2—3 1.475(1)
C—Η 1.100(4)

1—2—3 126.1 (0.5) 1—6—5-2

2—3—4-5
43.1(0.5)

155 [52]

Note. All the experimental values of hti » were taken from Pedley and Rylance88 except Atf2,G) for
cyclo-octa-l,3-diene which we calculated from the enthalpy of hydrogenation obtained in
acetic acid solution at 25 °C. 7 We assume that the calculated value is reliable because the
corrections disregarded in the calculation (the differences between the ΔΗ of solution and
evaporation of cyclo-octa-l,3-diene and cyclo-octane) are in this case small. This follows
from a comparison of the enthalpy of hydrogenation of its isomer cyclo-octa-l,5-diene obtained
in acetic acid solution7 with the value calculated from the enthalpies of combustion of cyclo-octa-
1,5-diene (Δ/ί° = -1186.46 + 0.31 kcal mof1 1 3 2 ) and cyclo-octane88.

226 170

γ < <x ex
(VI) (VII) (VIII) (IX)

205 178 166 160

It is found that the bicyclic hydrocarbons (VI) —(IX) have
higher constants than the corresponding cycloalkenes, the
difference decreasing on passing from compound (VII) to
(IX). The bicyclobutane (VI), for which 1Jnc H is
smaller than for cyclopropene, is an exception. The
constants 1JI3Q _ fj of the more complex polycyclic strained
compounds (X)—(XII), whose composition includes the
bicyclobutane fragment, are known.

(VI)

205

Their geometrical and chemical parameters are unknown,
but one can postulate that in the above series of compounds
the strain energy Es and the dihedral angles θ in the bicyclo-
butane fragment will diminish on passing from compound (X)
to (VI), i.e. in conformity with the variation of the constant

It is of interest to compare the values of V i 3 c _ „ for
certain mono-, bi- and tri-cyclic hydrocarbons. Whereas
the corresponding SSCC for the carbon atom common to both
rings varies significantly with increase of the size of the
larger ring and varies linearly with the dihedral angle θ
(Fig. 14), the constant VISQ _ H for the nuclei of the "non-
bridging" carbon atoms retains the specific value charac-
teristic of the given ring and changes only slightly from
compound to compound (the values of 1 J 1 3 Q _ JJ are given
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under the formulae of the compounds below):
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conjugated cyclohexadiene are somewhat larger:

132 [l5l] 4, KXl]

H

u[lSl] 1Μ-13β[44, 97J

16()' 158[l5l] 16l[l5l]

[>" XL, <XL
16l[i4] 159.β[ΐ17] 157.s[il7]

60

50

10

30

Δα

30

20

10

1 3 5 π

Figure 11. Variation of the strain energy Es

 a " d Δα
involving the tertiary carbon atom in bicyclo[n, l,O]alkanes:
1) bicyclof 1,1,0 ]butane; 2) bicyclo[2, l,0]pentane;
3) bicyclo[3,l,0]hexane; 4) bieyclo[4,l, OJheptane;
5) bicyclo[5,l,0]octane.

It is also noteworthy that virtually identical values of
1J13C - Η (involving the double bond) are characteristic of
the unsaturated hydrocarbons presented below. The
constants 1J13c - H(2) °f tricycloheptene and the

II ^-"^ N H %

158 67 1588[67]

5. Bicyclo[n,m,1 Jalkanes

(a) Correlation between the Strain Energy and Structural

Parameters

The geometrical features of hydrocarbons of this class have
been more thoroughly investigated than their thermochemis-
try t . We shall therefore carry out only a qualitative
comparison of the geometrical parameters, using partly the
calculated strain energies taken from Allinger et a l . 1 7 and
Engler et a l . 1 8 (Table 9 and Fig. 15).
Several hydrocarbons in this series have been reinvesti-
gated but only in the case of norbornane were the errors of
previous studies revealed by an electron diffraction
investigation1 6 3. The situation is much less clear for
bicyclo[l, l , l]pentane 1 5 8 ' 1 5 9 and bicyclo[2, l , l ]hexane 1 6 0 ' 1 6 1 :
for each of these compounds, Table 9 presents two sets of
geometrical parameters. It is difficult to make a choice
between them. The results for the bicyclo[2,1, l]hexane
are striking: the author of a later study 1 6 1 claimed that his
data were more accurate than the results of previous
measurements160. Nevertheless his results 1 6 1 seem to be
anomalous on the corresponding plots, deviating from the
general relations. We therefore decided not to include them
in the derivation of the correlation equations (16) and (17);
they are shown in Fig. 16 for comparison (see the filled
circles).

We shall consider how individual geometrical parameters
vary, namely (a) the internuclear distances, (b) the valence
angles, and (c) the dihedral angles.

(a) The most common geometrical element in the given
series of hydrocarbons is the — HC—CH2—CH— bridge. The
exact measurement of the C—C distances in the bridge
involves a number of difficulties because the contributions
of these distances to the overall diffraction patterns diminish
significantly with increasing complexity of the molecule. We
preferred to employ in this case the average distance
(C—C) a v , which has been determined more accurately and
which characterises the strain in the molecule as a whole.
The variation of this parameter is illustrated graphically in
Fig.15.

ITThese data have been obtained by Yu.N.Luzikov in the
Laboratory of NMR Spectroscopy of the Faculty of Chemistry
of Moscow State University.

tMost thermochemical studies have been made on compounds
of the norbornane series. Some compounds have been
reinvestigated in different laboratories1 5 5. The results do
not agree fully with one another and require further
experimental confirmation.
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Table 8. The enthalpies of formation, strain energies, structural parameters, and SSCC of the
bridgehead C—Η bond in bicyclo[n, l,O]alkanes.

Molecule

• φ ·

3 A

4

2

4

2

5

Ο
ο

trans- 00

46.30(29)

31.0(34)

1.22(65)

28.8(70)

—6.49(30)

-14.39(26)

—17.48(60)

-16.28(42)

—55.11 (21)

51.91 (19)

37.8(40)

9.15(20)

2.63(31)

-3.97(29)

-5.45(00)

-6.31(45)

-43.52(55)

65.6

56.4

32.7

31.2

29.5

33.0

27-2

- 0 . 1

Bonds

1—3 1.497 (3) [143]
3 - 4 1.498(4)

1-4 1.536(1) [144]
2—3 1.565(1)
1—2 1.528(2)
1—5 1.507(2)

1—6 1.515(8) [145]
1-5 1.454(9)
l

2Zl} 1-543(4)
C—Η 1.100(6)

1-5 1.521(1) [146]
1—2 1.494(10)
5—6 1.482(6)
1—6 1.522(7)
4 - 5 1.529(15)
3—4 1.530(15)
2 - 3 1.338(10)

C—C 1.535(8) [147]

C—Η 1.10(1)

m-C-Ca v 1.536(6)[148]

franj-C-Cav 1.532(5)

(C-C)av1.530(3)[149J
C—Η 1.112(5)

Valence angles

1—3—Η 128°22' (14')
H—C—Η 115°34'
1—2—3 59°58'

5—1—Η 121.2(0.1)
4—1—Η 128.6(0.1)

5—1—2 109.8(0.4)
1—2—Η 110.2(1.1)

1—6—Η 128.2(3.7)

5 - 1 - Η 125.8(6.4)

1—2—3 112.0(1.0)
2 - 3 - 4 111.5(1.0)

6—1—2 120(1.0)
2—3-4 112(1.5)
4 - 5 - Η 109
3-4—Η 108
Η—7—Η 117

C—C—C
(6-membered ring) 112.9
(4-membered ring) 88.9

C—C—C
(6-membered ring) 110.4
(4-membered ring) 87.3

C—C—Cav 111.4(0.4)

Dihedral angles

1—2-3
122°40' (30')

1-5-4

!_2_3-4

4—5—1—Η 147.1 (10.1)
4-3-2

4—2—1—5

1—6—5

1-5-4-2'°· ( •'

1—5—4
113.5(1.0)

1—5—6

1—7—6

1-2—5-6 v '

torsional angle in
6-membered ring 48
torsional angle in
4-membered ring 157
torsional angle in
6-membered ring 57
torsional angle in
4-membered ring 145

torsional angle 55.0 (0.5)

'Λ-C-H

205(2) [150—152]
202 [153]

178.1 (0.5) [78]
176 [151]

166(151]

160[151]

Note. The experimental values of ΔΗ̂ · for the second, fourth, and fifth compounds were
taken from Kozina11*1 and those for the remaining compounds are from Pedley and Rylance88.

(b) The valence angle ZC —C—C (a) involving the bridging
carbon atom in the symmetrical bicyclo[m,n, l]alkanes
increases linearly on expansion of the rings on either side
of the bridge, which is described by the following equation5:

and is described by the equation

a=0.836+ 18.282/?° , (15)

where ρ = m + 3. When this relation is recalculated in terms
of the deviation from the standard angle 112.6°, another plot
is obtained, which is also shown in Fig. 15.

(c) The geometrical parameters considered above vary
almost linearly on expansion of the rings, while Es varies
non-linearly. The parameter which exhibits the best
correlation with Es proved to be the dihedral angle Θ; it is
shown below for bicyclo[ 1,1. ljpentane and bicyclo[ 2,1,1]-
hexane.

The dependence of the angle on Es is illustrated in Fig. 16

£ s = —1173.2+10.55 θ (16)

Bicyclo[n, 1, l]alkanes , containing a four-membered
fragment occupy a special place. The individual charac-
teristics of these molecules are presented in Fig. 17; the data
for cyclobutane have been included for comparison.
Evidently, in contrast to the preceding case, the best
correlation is observed between Es and the ZC-C-C (a)
involving the secondary carbon atom in the four-membered
ring (Fig. 18), which is described by the following empirical
equation:

£ s = 430.5—4.550 a . (17)

(b) Correlation between Structural Parameters and SSCC

There are virtually no systematic data on the geometry and
the SSCC for bridged hydrocarbons. The successive
changes in the above parameters can be illustrated only in
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relation to the three bicyclic hydrocarbons (XIII)—(XV):

(XIII) (XIV) (XV)

Each of these contains the cyclobutane fragment53. One of
the characteristic parameters in the NMR spectra of com-
pounds of this kind is the SSCC of the exo, cis protons
via four σ-bonds, for which one can postulate a dependence
on the dihedral angle θ in the four-membered ring (Table 9).
The series of compounds considered can be logically
completed by cyclobutane itself. The exact value of the
constant VJJ _ pj of this compound is unknown but it is close
to zero according to Meiboom and Snyder 1 6 7.
t ^ H i i ) - H(2) = -0.01 and \7 Η ( 3 ) _ H ( l t ) = +0.01 for
cyclobutanol168.]

Es, kcal mole

50

50

JO

80 90 WO

Figure 12. Variation of E s with the average ( C - C - C ) a v

valence angle involving the tertiary carbon atom in
bicyclo[n,l,0]alkanes: l )-4) see Fig. 11; straight line—
calculated by Eqn.(12).

Figs. 19 and 20 (based on the data in Table 9) illustrate
the changes in the constant VJJ _ H and the angle θ for the
hydrocarbons (XIII)-(XV) and cyclobutane as well as the
linear relation between them, described by the equation

*/H-H=—-0.285 θ+ 44.026 (18)

In determining the above correlation, bicyclof 1,1,0 ]butane
should have been included, but two experimental values of
the constant \7H - Η > differing significantly from one

another, are indicated in the literature: 10 Hz 8 6 and
5.9 Hz 1 5 0 (the latter agrees with theoretical values1 5 2).
According to the relation established [Eqn.(18)], Vpj _ Η
10 Hz should correspond to a dihedral angle of 122.4° for
bicyclof 1,1,0]butane; however, when account is taken of
the specific features of the structure of a system with two
condensed three-membered rings, then the agreement with
the data of Wiberg et a i . a 6 cannot apparently serve as a
criterion of their validity.

Figure 13. Variation of the dihedral angles θ (curve I),
E s (curve II), and 1J13c - Η (curve III) in bicyclofn, 1,0]-
alkanes with the size of the larger ring: 1) —5) see Fig. 11.

L / | 3 C _

zoo

190

180

170

< ζ η

Η • H Z

-

-

-

1 *s

ι ι ι Ι ι ι ι ι Ι ι ι

ftO 115 120

Figure 14. Variation of 1 J 1 3 c - Η w i th θ for bicyclofn, 1, 0]-
alkanes: l )-4) see Fig. 11; straight line—calculated by
Eqn.(14).

It is possible to quote examples of successive changes in
3 j H - Η *η a s e i > i e s °f bridged hydrocarbons where five-
or six-membered unsaturated rings are the repeating
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Table 9. The enthalpies of formation, strain energies, structural parameters, and SSCC of
bicyclo [m,n,k] alkanes.

/(L) '/to Valence angles Dihedral angles

(92.23)
[17]*

C—C 1.557(2)
[158]

C—Η 1.109(4)

1—2—3 74.2(0.2)

Η—C—Η 111.7(1.f

C—C 1.545(6)
[159]

C—Η 1.100(10)

1—2-3 73.3(1.0)

H - C - H 103.9(5.0)

120

120

-3.0[53] 10[53]

(41.21)
[18]*

1-2 1.665(24)
[160]

1-5 1.544(15)
2—3 1.513(15)
C—Η 1.112(5)

1—2 1.537(1)
[161]

1—5 1.547(1)
2—3 1.537(1)
C—Η 1.098(4)

1—2—3 102.1

5—1—6 78.2
1—5—4 89.4
H - 2 - H 109.2(4.0)
Η—6—Η 100.8(6.0)

1—2—3 100.4(0.4)

1—5—4 85.4(1.1)
5—1—6 83.3(1.2)
2—1—5 100.6(0.5)
H - 2 - H 117.3(4.0)
Η—6—Η 98.8(5.9)

1-5-4

1-6—4

1-5-4
1—6—4

125

129-5

—6.5-7.5
[53] [53]

(35.85)
[18]·

1—2 1.511(15)
[162)

2—3 1.534(30)
1—6 1.553(9)
C—Η 1.091(5)

1—6—5 87-1(1.0)

2—3—4 113.0(1.8)
1—2—3 108.7(1.1)
6—1—2 110.9(0.6)
6-1—7 84.9(1.4)

1—6—5

1-7—5
137.5

2—3—4

4-5—1—2
143.0

—8.5—9.5
[53] [53]

-22.01(52)
[88]

—12.43(55)
[88]

1—2 1.536(3)
[163]

2 - 3 1.553(9)
1--7 1.558(9)
C - H 1.112(2)

1—7—4 93.1(0.6)

Η—C—Η 109.9(1-5) 1—2—3—4
-113.1(0.6; C(l)—Η 141

[118]
C(2)—Η 130
C(7)-H 132

(12.1) J - 2 1.553(57)
[!7ιι]

2—3 1.532(71)
1—8 1 .5111(5 Ό
1—7 1 .5!Ι|(25)
(!—7 1 .544(6(1)
C—Η 1 . Ι0!Ι((!)

1—8—5 102.8(1.6)

2-3-4 109.6(2.5)
H-C-H 101.2(6.0)

1—8—5

1—2—4-5

2—3-4

1—2—4—5

117.4(1.3)

41.1(2.8)

1—8—5
1 - 7 - 6 - 5 132.6(4.4)

—42.6(20)
[142]

—30.5(60)
[142]

1—2 1.507(4)
15]

2—3 1.537(4)
1—ί) 1.476(5)
C—Η 1.116(4)

1—9—5 111.2(1.7)

2—3—4 111.5(1.4)

H-C—Η 106.3(2.4)

1—9—5

1—2-4-5

1—2—4—5

124.1(0.5)

2 _ 3 _ 4 141.6(1.6)

9.89(33)
[156]

19.14(35)
[156]

19.8 165[82]
166.5[118]

5.6—5.!
[48,165,

166]

-35.13(19)
[88]

58.0(60)[157]

—23 66(22)

1—2 1.535(7)
[162]

2—3 1.343(3)

1—7 1.573(14)
C—Η 1.123(14)

1—2 1.538(15)
[4]

2—3 1.552(29)
C—Η 1.107(9)

1—7—4 94.1(3.0)

C—C—Η 124(3)

H - C - H 113(8)

1—2—3 109.7(0.7)

H - C — Η 110.1(5.6)

1—2—3—4

1—6—5—4
115.6(2.2)

C(l)—Η 172.5 +

172.8(48,118,
165]

C(7)—Η 135
[118]

5.05 [165]

5.28 [48]

-5.57(17)
[88]

4.90(19) 10.5 1—2 1.509(15)
[164]

2—3 1.341(8)
1-8

1.549(8)
7—8

1—2—3 114.2(0.6)

2—3—Η 122.4(6.0)
Η—C—Η 109.2(4.0)

1—2—3—4

1-6-5—4
121.2(2.1) 102 .8 [48] 8.24

[48]

•Calculated data.

••Estimated using the difference between the heats of hydrogenation of norbornene and norborna-2, 5-diene.
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elements

8[48]

The values of Es for both series increase from left to right,
i.e. in conformity with the decrease of the SSCC of the
vicinal protons. Probably ^C = C-C varies in the same
sequence (analogously to the variation of the corresponding
parameters for cycloalkenes).

1+1 2+2 3+2 3+3 n+m

Figure 15. Variation of the strain energy Eg (J), the average
(C—C) a v internuclear distance (r) (3), the difference
Δα = 112.6° - α (α is the C-C-C angle in the bridge) (4),
and the dihedral angle θ (2) in bicyclo[n,,m, ljalkanes with
the size of the ring; bicyclof l ^ l j p e n t a n e and bicyclo-
[2,1,0]hexane were investigated twice.

111. CONCLUSION

The most general comment which can be made on the basis
of the data considered concerns Eqn.( l ) . The experimental
data presented in Section II show that in fact two separate
relations exist:

.Es-molecular geometry and SSCC-molecular geometry. (1')

They cannot be combined in terms of geometrical data
because in most cases different geometrical parameters are
involved in the quantitative relations.

The only deviation from this rule arises in the case of
cycloalkenes [see Eqns.(8), (10), and (11)]. However, one
should note that, despite the absence of quantitative rela-
tions, the SSCC vary in parallel with Es. In those cases
where deviations are observed from such parallel variation
[for example in the cyclo-octane—cyclononane (Fig. 5) and

cyclohexene-cycloheptene (Fig.9) transitions], an
experimental test of the corresponding parameters would
be desirable.

Es, kcal mol

90

70

50

30

10

112 11 ν 116 118 120 B,

Figure 16. Variation of the strain energy with θ for
different bicyclic hydrocarbons: 1) bicyclo[ 1,1,1 ]pentane:
2) bicyclo[2,2,l]hexane; 3) bicyclo[2,2,l]heptane;
4) bicyclof 3,2, l]octane; 5) bicyclof 3,3, l]nonane;
straight line—calculated by Eqn.(16); filled circle—Chiang's
data 1 6 1 .

Figure 17. Variation of the strain energy Es, the average
(C—C) a v internuclear distance (r), the dihedral angle in the
four-membered fragment γ, and the difference Δα = 112.6° —
α (α is the C—C—C valence angle at the secondary carbon
atom in the four-membered fragment) in bicyclo[n,l,l]-
alkanes and cyclobutane (the convention is adopted that for
this compound η = °°).

For each series of the cyclic hydrocarbons considered,
there is a definite correlation between the SSCC and the
angular parameters of the molecule; no dependence on the
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internuclear distances has been observed. One can
postulate on the basis of the available (limited) data, that
such correlations between the SSCC and the angular param-
eters of the molecule can be found also in other series of
hydrocarbons when the amount of the relevant experimental
data is sufficient.

30 -

80 ffO
L C-C-C,"

Figure 18. Variation of the strain energy with the C—C—C
valence angle in the four-membered fragment in different
bicyclic hydrocarbons: I) bicyclo[l, l , l]pentane;
2) bicyclo[2, l, l]hexane; 3) bicyclof 3,1, l]heptane ;
4) cyclobutane; straight line—calculated by Eqn.(17);
filled circle—Chiang's data 1 6 1 .

1ZD

130

110

150

I

Figure 19. Variation of the dihedral angle θ in the four-
membered fragment (curve 1) and VJJ _ Η (curve 2) in
bicyclo[n. l.l]alkanes (II-IV), bicyclo[l,l,0]butane (/),
and cyclobutane (V).

If the variation of E s in the series of compounds
considered as a function of the number of carbon atoms η
is followed {for bicyclo[n, l,O]alkanes, η is the number of
carbon atoms in the larger ring and for symmetrical bridged

hydrocarbons it is the number of carbon atoms in each ring}
(Fig. 21), it is found that the nature of the variation of Es in
the series of bicyclo[n, l,O]alkanes and cycloalka-l,3-dienes
is approximately the same, the values of £ s for rings with
η between 5 and 8 being similar. In each series of com-
pounds hydrocarbons containing six-membered rings have
the smallest values of Es regardless of which structural
parameters (bond length, valence or dihedral angles) are
mainly used to determine Es. Bicyclo[n, l,O]alkanes,
where the minimum is displaced to the hydrocarbon with the
larger seven-membered ring, are an exception, but in this
case there are grounds for recommending the redetermined
values of ΔΗ? for bicyclof 5,l.,0]octane#.

-VH , Hz

10

β

b

0

120 Uil WU VJU Θ, "

Figure 20. Variation of VH _ H with Θ: l)-4) see Fig. 18.

The introduction of a correction for the contribution of
the energy pAV to Es does not alter the nature of the
curves, which are merely displaced by 0.6 or 1.2 kcal mol"1.

The strain energies Es of cyclohexane, cyclohexene,
cyclohexa-1, 3-diene, and bicyclof 2, 2, 2]octane per six-
membered ring are -0.2, 1.1, 4.2, and 4.9 kcal mol"1

respectively. The conformation of the six-membered ring
in these hydrocarbons varies as follows: chair •> half-
chair -> flattened half-chair ->• boat. However, one should
note that the above values of E g cannot be used to estimate
the energy of the chair -*• half-chair -»- boat Conformational
transition for a six-membered ring, since the values of Es

reflect the overall strain energy and not the Conformational
energy.

We examined above how Es is related explicitly to the
geometrical parameters and the SSCC and how it varies in a
specific series of compounds with the number of carbon
atoms. It is also of interest to trace the variation of the

#The value of ΔΗ? for bicyclo[4,1,0]heptane quoted by
Dashevskii16, whose results we have employed, differ from
the other literature values by 2.3 kcal mol"1. In this
connection, the enthalpy of combustion of bicyclof 5,1,0]-
octane has been redetermined. The following values (in
kcal mol"1) have been obtained at 298 K: A
-1218.80 ± 0.45; AH^ ( L ) = -11.82 + 0.47; ( ( 3

-1.42 + 0.51; £ s = 32.1. This value of Es is presented in
Fig. 21 (the experimental work has been carried out by
L.P.Timofeeva).
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relative values of E s characterising the transition from cyclo-
alkanes (A) to the corresponding cycloalkenes (B) and the
bicyclofn, l,O]alkanes (C):

a
(A)

cf
(B)

(C)

It is of interest to trace the changes in E g on passing from
monocyclic to bicyclic and tricyclic hydrocarbons in the
series below:

(XV!) (VIII) (XVII) (XVIII)

(XVI)-
(VIII) - ^ -

. (XVII) 2 3 - 2
- (XVIII) .

Es, kcal mol

5 8 k

Figure 21. Variation of E s in the series of cycloalkanes (1),
cycloalkenes (2), cycloalkadienes (3), bicyclofn, 1,0]alkanes
(4), and symmetrical bridged bicycloalkanes (5) with the
number of carbon atoms in the ring for (I) , (2), and (3),
with the number of carbon atoms in the larger ring for (4),
and with the number of carbon atoms in one of the rings for
(5) .

Fig. 21 presents the variation of E s for each of these
series and Fig. 22 presents the differences AEg1) = ES(B) -
£S(A) and Δ Ε £ 2 ) = ES(C) - E g(A). Each of the quantities
AEg1) or ΔΕ8

2^ considered separately corresponds to the
additional strain in the cycloalkane molecule which appears as
a consequence of the introduction of a double bond or a
three-membered ring respectively. Comparison of the two
sequences of the values of AEg1) and AEg

2) demonstrates the
approximately identical nature of their variations in series
(B) and (C). It is known" 5 that there are analogies
between the conformations of the carbon ring in these hydro-
carbons determined by the absence of internal rotation
relative to the double bonds in series (B) or the common
bond in the bicyclic systems (C).

/s's, kcal mol

30

20

10

Ο

Figure 22. Variation of the differences = EC(B) -g ^ g

ES(A) (curve 1) and AES

2> = ES(C) - ES(A) (curve 2).

(Unfortunately such examples are limited owing to the
insufficient amount of experimental data.) The greatest
change in E s corresponds to the introduction of a three-
membered ring into the system. The methylene bridge
linking the first and fourth carbon atoms causes smaller
changes in E s , particularly when the trimethylene ring is
already in the molecule. The overall change in E s on
passing from cyclohexane to the nortricyclene (XVIII) via
compound (VIII) or (XIV) is virtually the same, which
confirms the validity of the quantities used in the calcula-
tions .

On the basis of the empirical equations relating E s to
different geometrical parameters which have been derived,
a slightly different meaning can be given to the reference
values of r 0 and a 0. We recall that we adopted these values
from data for the molecules with the minimum Es, associated
with the given geometrical parameter. For example,
saturated hydrocarbons ranging from methane to n-heptane,
cis-butene, and isobutane have been used as standards.
With the aid of the above correlation equations, we can now
carry out a kind of test of these values by determining them
from the condition for the equality of E s to zero. The values
obtained from the empirical equations (we shall designate
them by r'o and α Ό respectively) can be regarded as
generalised constants satisfying sets of molecules and related
directly to E s .
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The values of r 0 and a0 used previously are compared below 17.
with their analogues r'o and a0 calculated from empirical
equations (4), (8), and (9): 18.

C-Cbond /•„= 1.533 (I) A /·„ = l .537 A calc. by Eqn.(4) ,
C = C-C angle «„= 125.4(0.4)° a0 = 124.5° calc. by Eqn.(8) ,
C-C-C angle «„= 112.6(0.1)° αο=Π2.5° calc. by Eqn.(9) .

It is noteworthy that the reference values of the angular
parameters which we used above and the values calculated 21.
by Eqns.(8) and (9) are very similar. Evidently this shows 22.
that the selected acyclic systems are indeed free from
angular strain, which arises in cyclo-olefins and is described
by Eqns.(8) and (9). The discrepancy of 0.004 A between 23.
r 0 and r'o may not be fortuitous and may have a perfectly
definite significance, because r'o = 1.537 A is virtually
identical with the C—C distance in cyclohexane (1.536 A), 24.
for which Es is close to zero. The increase in the length 25.
of the C—C bond in cyclohexane may arise as a consequence
of inevitable gauche -interactions1 3. Similar gauche -inter- 26.
actions in acyclic systems with a short-carbon chain are
much less appreciable3 9.

Analogous calculations using other empirical equations do 27.
not yield interesting results, which may be due to the
specific features of the geometrical parameters considered 28.
or the inadequate number of experimental data [for example, 29.
the average angle (C-C-C) a v in Eqn.(12)].
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