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Abstract. The catalytic properties and the mechanism of activa-
tion of phthalocyanines in reactions with participation of hydro-
gen are examined. The mechanism of the catalytic action of
phthalocyanines is discussed. Two types of active centres
('metallic' and 'organic') are distinguished in the phthalocyanine
molecule. Problems associated with the fixation of phthalocya-
nine catalysts on carriers are considered. The bibliography
includes 120 references.

I. Introduction
Phthalocyanines (Pc), which are structural analogues of chloro-
phyll and haem, were discovered in the 1920s.1 The complexes of
phthalocyanines with alkali and alkaline earth metals contain the
metal in an ionic form and may be decomposed by acids and even
water, whereas transition metals in complexes with phthalocya-
nines, which form a covalent bond, are, on the other hand,
surprisingly stable.2 Phthalocyanines possess a number of unus-
ual properties and have found various applications.3"5

The first information about the catalytic activity of phthalo-
cyanines6 appeared in 1938. In the course of the succeeding 55
years, metal-phthalocyanines (PcM) have been used as catalysts of
the oxidation of aromatic hydrocarbons7"20 propene,21"24 alde-
hydes,25 acids,25-26 alkenes6-27 alcohols8-28 ketones29 sulfur-
containing compounds,30"34 and nitrogen35 and carbon36

oxides, of the dehydrogenation of alcohols37"42 and hydrocar-
bons,43"47 of photodehydrogenation,48 of the decarboxylation of
carboxylic acids,49 of the decomposition of peroxide com-
pounds,50"62 hydrazine,14163164 and formic acid,65 of isomerisa-
tion,7 of polymerisation,50 of the ortho-para conversion of
hydrogen and deuterium exchange,66 of the reduction of nitrogen
oxide with hydrogen67"69 and with carbon monoxide,67-70 of
electrochemical processes,71 and of the reduction of organic
compounds.37' 72~79
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II. The structure of phthalocyanines
The structure of phthalocyanines was first considered by Dent et
al.80 It was shown by X-ray diffraction81-82 that metal-phthalo-
cyanines have planar molecules.

Both crystalline a- and ^-modifications of phthalocyanines
exist.83-M The mutual phase transitions of the a- and P-forms
occur on boiling in acid and organic solvents and also as a result of
mechanical and thermal influences. The hypsochromic shift of the
IR absorption band of phthalocyanine molecules at 720-
730 cm"1 is regarded as a sign of the a-+ P transition.84 In a
mixture of the a- and P-forms, this band is split. The distance
between the molecules in the crystals of both modifications are the
same (Fig. 1), but the orientations of the molecules relative to the

Figure 1. Arrangement of the molecules in the crystals of a-PcM (a) and
P-PcM (6).
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crystallographic axes different.85 In the P-form, the metal atom of
the chelate unit coordinates the nitrogen atoms of the neighbour-
ing molecules, which serve as extra-ligands relative to the complex
forming metal (Fig. 1). The higher stability of the P-form is
attributed to the interaction between the metal atom and the
nitrogen atoms of the neighbouring PcM molecules.86 The differ-
ent crystalline modifications of PcM can therefore exhibit differ-
ent catalytic activities.

m . The catalytic activity of phthalocyanines and
the mechanism of their activation
By virtue of their high chemical stability,66 phthalocyanines can be
used as model substances under conditions including catalytic
investigations.

The wide variety of the reactions catalysed by metal-phthalo-
cyanines87 apparently reflect the characteristic features of their
structure. As a consequence of their planar structure and the
presence of an extensive electron conjugation system, the phtha-
locyanine molecules are fairly mobile and are capable of being
coordinated to substrate molecules.

In the phthalocyanine molecule, it is possible to distinguish
two types of active centres: the 'metallic' centre incorporating the
complex forming metal and the 'organic' centre.88 The latter
includes the nitrogen atoms of the azo-bridges, which have an
enhanced electron density. The application of quantum-chemical
calculations89-90 made it possible to determine the electron
populations and the effective charges of the individual atoms in
the phthalocyanine molecule and to discover the presence of
donor and acceptor centres. The electron populations of the
different atoms in the PcCo molecule are characterised by the
following values:89

N(5o)

5.148 3.927

C(2)

3.995

C(2>)

4.031

C(22) N(5)

4.041 5.179

It follows from these data that the nitrogen atoms behave as
electron-donating centres. The effective charge on the cobalt atom
(+0.359) indicates the interaction of the orbitals of the organic
ligand with the atomic orbitals of the metal and electron transfer
between the metal and the it-electron system of the ligand. Either
the metal or the organic ligand or both centres simultaneously
exhibit a catalytic activity in various reactions.8 The catalysis by
metal-phthalocyanines is influenced by the number of electrons in
the 3dHs2 atomic orbitals of the metal and in the molecular
orbitals of the ligand.91

Gudkov 4 7 put forward the hypothesis that O2 may be
coordinated to PcCo via the central metal atom and the organic
ligand. The shielding of the central atom by ligands, for example
by pyridine,92"94 in the axial position hinders the binding of O2 to
the metal of the chelate unit9 5 and hence alters the catalytic
activity of PcM in oxidation reactions. The decisive role of the
central metal atom in catalysis has been confirmed experimen-
tally.6- 14 The bond in the PcM—O2 complex is formed as a result
of electron transfer both from the n orbital of oxygen to the d#
orbital of the metal and by the electron transfer in the opposite
direction—from the dn orbital of the metal to the antibonding n*
orbitals of oxygen; the first process predominates.37

EPR and electronic spectroscopic data have led to the
conclusion that O2 is coordinated to the organic part of the
metal complex of phthalocyanine.96-98 Judging from the nature
of the spectrum in the visible region,97 one may postulate the
coordination of O2 to a ring nitrogen atom. The change in the
nature of the EPR spectrum of phthalocyanine in the presence of
O2 9 9 made it possible also to put forward the hypothesis that
oxygen interacts with the central metal atom. However, oxidation
of the organic ligand by the metal ion can yield the same results.
Thus both the 'organic' and the 'metallic' active centres may be
catalytically active.

The studies of the mechanisms of the PcM-catalysed reactions,
for example the mechanism of the dehydrogenation of isopropyl
alcohol in the presence of complexes of phthalocyanines with
transition and nontransition metals, where the metal atom may be
shielded, are of undoubted interest.40-42-10° It has been suggested
that the isopropyl alcohol molecule is activated on the 'organic'
active centre. The coordination centre in the organic ligand is the
bridging N(5) nitrogen atom, which has a lone pair and forms a
bond with the hydrogen atom of the hydroxy group:

CH3

H3C—HC.
O

H

CH3

H 3 C—C-O

8+ 8 -
X=N(5)

H3C.
:c=o
H-H

The role of the metal of the chelate unit is to ensure electron
transfers via the central atom of the PcM molecule.

The dehydration of isopropyl alcohol requires two-centre
coordination, where the oxygen atom of the hydroxy group
transfers its electron to the metal atom, while the hydrogen atom
of the methyl group forms a bond with the nitrogen atom of the
chelate unit.

H2C—CH—CH3

,H OH

H2C—CH—CH3

H OH

/ I
>r(5a)~M~-N(15<

H2C=CH—CH3

—*- H—OH

>t(5o)—M-N(15o)C;

Thus the metal atom may be either an electron acceptor or
donor and this determines the specificity of the activity of the
PcM.

In the decomposition of formic acid to H2 and CO2 on the
P-forms of Cu-, Fe-, Co-, Ni-, and Zn-phthalocyanines at
200-300 °C, zero order with respect to the substrate was
observed in all cases, while the apparent activation energy was
80-100 kJ mol"1.101 Thus the nature of the central metal atom
did not affect the process. Moser and Thomas7 believe that the
chelate unit, the CH groups of the benzene rings, the nitrogen
ffieso-atoms, and the carbon atoms of the pyrrole rings may be
reactive. Depending on the type of reaction catalysed, the catalytic
activity may be exhibited under certain conditions by either one or
several of these centres at once.

IV. Reactions with participation of hydrogen
The available information about the reactions with participation
of molecular hydrogen catalysed by metal-phthalocyanines is
extremely limited.66-l02-103 It has been suggested66 that in the
ortho-para conversion of hydrogen and in deuterium exchange
on PcCu and PcH.2, the H - H bond may be dissociated both
heterolytically, i.e.

H2 —*• H + + H - ,
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or homolytically, i.e.

H2 —*• 2H".

The second pathway appears more probable.

Reaction £/kJmol-

PcH2 PcCu

o-H2 24 21

42

The apparent activation energies for the ortho-para conver-
sion of H2 on monomeric and polymeric PcCu are not the same.
The polymeric form is capable of desorbing hydrogen in the ratio
Cu: H = 1:1, which permits ready diffusion of hydrogen through
the polymer.66 An increase in the conjugation length on passing
from the monomeric to the polymeric phthalocyanine may lead to
the equalisation of electron density over the entire PcM molecule,
which is accompanied by a decrease in the effective charges on the
central metal atom and the organic ligand.

In the related cobalt-tetraphenylporphyrin-TiC>2
(CoTPP/TiCb) catalytic system,67 the porphyrin ring serves as
the adsorption centre for hydrogen.

The study of the adsorption of hydrogen on the pre-evacuated
CoTPP/TiO2 and H2TPP/TiO2 showed that H2TPP/TiO2 and
CoTPP/TiO2 adsorb 13.5 and 19.6 mmol of H2 per gramme of the
catalyst under comparable conditions. This led to the indisputable
conclusion that hydrogen is activated by the 'organic' active
centre. The study of the kinetics of the reduction of NO on
CoTPP/TiO2 confirmed the dissociative nature of the adsorption
of hydrogen.67 Fig. 2 shows that nitric oxide is activated by the
central metal atom.

NO

N—O

NO,H2

T1O2

J — organic ligand

Figure 2. Schematic illustration of the reduction of NO on CoTPP/TiO^

The study of the hydrogenation of ethyne by a metal
tetrahydroborate in the presence of sulfonated CoTPP led to the
conclusion that ethyne is activated on the central metal atom.72

The following scheme has been proposed for the hydrogen-
ation of allyl alcohol on PcNi at 100-300 °C:104

H2C=CH—CH3

t
H2C=CH—CH2OH

H2C=CH—CHO H3C—CH2—CH2OH

H3C—CH2—CHO —*- H3C—CH2—CH3.

Other pathways leading to the conversion of allyl alcohol, for
example directly into propene, are not taken into account in the
above scheme.

In addition, the hypothesis has been put forward that hydro-
gen is activated on the nitrogen atoms of the PcM molecule.104 It
was later confirmed by other investigators with the aid of
adsorption methods.67 The independence of the activation of
PcM in the isopropyl alcohol dehydrogenation reaction of the
nature of the central atom105 led to the conclusion that the
nitrogen atoms of the azo-bridges participate in the activation of
isopropyl alcohol.

Thus molecular hydrogen may be activated on both the
'metallic' and 'organic' active centres of metal-phthalocyanines
and metal-porphyrins. The results of the study of the hydro-
genation of acetylenic alcohols on modified palladium catalysts
and carriers led to the hypothesis that the C = C bond is activated
on the 'organic' centre, while hydrogen is activated on the
metal.106

V. Phthalocyanines on carriers
Covalent binding, coordination in the axial position, adsorption
methods, and direct synthesis on the carrier surface were used for
the fixation of metal-porphyrins, including phthalocyanines, on
oxide carriers.95 The last two methods are most widely used.

In order to increase the catalytic activity of metal-phthalocya-
nines and to facilitate the control of the selectivity of the reactions,
the fixation of PcM on various carriers is resorted to.95-103> 105~108

This prevents the aggregation of the complexes and makes it
possible to achieve molecular dispersion.

A fivefold increase in the catalytic activity of cobalt-phthalo-
cyanine in the oxidation of 2-mercaptoethanol after the fixation of
the catalyst on the polymeric carrier was noted.109 The immobi-
lisation of H2TPP in a polymer matrix is used for the same
purposes.

The catalytic activities of monomeric and polymeric phthalo-
cyanines, deposited on carbon carriers, in the decomposition of
H2O2 depend on the nature of the complex forming metal and on
the characteristic features of the carrier.103 The activity of the
monomeric phthalocyanines decreases in the sequence
Os » Fe > Ru > Pt > Pd, Ir, whilst that of polymeric ones dimin-
ishes in the sequences Fe > Co » Ni > Cu and Fe > Os, Pt,
Ru>Ir, Rh, Pd.

Oxide carriers with a high chemical and thermal stability are
widely used for porphyrins.95-107

The selective hydrogenation of C5, C15, and C2o acetylenic
alcohols in the presence of PcM (M = Pd, Ni, Cu, Co), deposited on
oxides (A12O3, SiO2), has been investigated76 varying the nature of
the solvent, the PcM deposition method, and the amount of the
active component in the carrier. The overall scheme for the
hydrogenation process can be represented as follows:

-CH— C==CH

OH

H2 - C H [-CH=CH2
H2

OH

OH

The alcohol dehydrogenation and dehydration reactions take
place together with the reactions shown above.

In order to elucidate the influence of the nature of the solvent,
a study has been made of the hydrogenation of a C ]5 acetylenic
alcohol in solutions in isopropyl alcohol, methanol, and hexane
(0.4 M) in the presence of PcNi/SiO2 (5% Ni).77 The catalyst was
prepared by the preliminary impregnation of SiO2 (specific
surface 200 m2 g - 1 ) with an aqueous NiCl2 solution and subse-
quent treatment with phthalonitrile vapour (250-320 °C), dry-
ing, and thermoevacuation. The selectivity and activity of the
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catalyst obtained in this way as regards the formation of the Cis
ethylenic carbinol were found to be a maximum in hexane and a
minimum in methanol.

The influence of the nature of the solvent on the heteroge-
neous catalytic system is determined by a whole series of factors.
The solvent is adsorbed on the catalyst, altering the free energy of
the surface and its charge,110 which may affect the mode of the
reaction and its selectivity. The solvation constants, the adsorp-
tion coefficients, and the rate of conversion of the intermediate
surface compound into the reaction products depend on the
nature of the solvent.111 The adsorption from solutions is
competitive in character and the adsorption of substrates can
therefore be greatly influenced by the ability of the solvent to form
coordinate bonds with the catalyst.76

Not only the activity of the catalyst in the reactions involving
the hydrogenation of the C = C bond of acetylenic alcohols but
also the mechanism of the catalytic activity depend on the method
used to deposit PcM on the oxide (from concentrated H2SO4 or
benzene). Catalysts obtained by depositing Co-, Cu-, and Ni-
phthalocyanines from solutions in H2SO4 accelerate the reduction
of acetylenic alcohols to the same extent. The catalysts prepared
by fixation on a carrier of a PcM from a solution in benzene and
those obtained from phthalonitrile can be arranged in the
following sequence in terms of their activity in the synthesis of
ethylenic alcohols: PcPd > PcNi > PcCo.76

The rate of oxidation of propan-2-ol in the presence of PcCo is
higher than in the presence of PcNi.66 It has been suggested that
the catalytically active centre in this reaction is the central metal
atom, as in the hydrogenation reaction.76

Thus, depending on the method of preparation of the catalyst,
different atoms or groups of atoms of the PcM molecule enter into
the reaction complex.

When the PcM/oxide heterogeneous systems are used, it is
necessary, as in the case of metallic catalysts on carriers, to take
into account the interaction between the active component and the
carrier, which not only influences the activity of the catalytic
system but is also capable of altering the mode of the process.

The higher catalytic activity of PcNi/Al2C>3 compared with
PcNi/SiC>2 can be explained by the influence of the carrier on the
active component of the catalyst.76 The Ni 2/?3/2 binding energy
(£b) in the PcNi/AW}} system proved to be lower by 1 eV than in
the initial PcNi (according to a patent,69 Eb = 865.0 eV in this
case).

The catalytic properties of PcCo deposited on silica gel by
direct synthesis on the surface and of PcFe/SiCh obtained by the
joint grinding of PcFe and SiO2105 have been investigated. When
the deposited catalyst is used, the reaction of isopropyl alcohol
involves predominantly dehydration and not dehydrogenation.
This is evidently associated with an increase, as a result of
dispersion, in the number of centres responsible for dehydration
or with the influence of the carrier on the catalytic activity of PcM.
The catalytic activity of PcCo on silochrome, referred to unit mass
of the active phase, is higher by 1 - 2 orders of magnitude than the
activity of crystalline PcCo in the reactions of isopropyl alco-
hol.112

The highest activity of CoTPP in the reduction of CO is
attained when TiO2 is used as the carrier, whereas in the
decomposition of H2O2 the best carrier is NiO.59113 When
CoTPP is attached to TiO2, electron density is transferred from
the carrier to the CoTPP molecule, which is accompanied by the
formation of a radical-anion and a change in the effective charge
on the atoms of the chelate unit. This has been confirmed by XPES
data for the binding energies (expressed in eV) in the CoTPP and
CoTPP/TiO2 systems:

CO 2/J3/2 Co 2pi/2 N \s

CoTPP
CoTPP/TiO2

781.0
780.2

796.4
795.6

397.3
398.6

The EPR spectra of benzene solutions of CoTPP and
CoTPP/TiO2 differ appreciably (Fig. 3 ) . m Comparison of the
electronic absorption spectra of CoTPP in a benzene solution with
the spectra of CoTPP deposited on SiO2 and TiO2 showed109 that
the use of SiC>2 as the carrier alters the intensity of the absorption
bands (AB), whereas new absorption bands appear when the TiO2

carrier is employed (Fig. 4).

H

Figure 3. EPR spectra of a benzene solution of CoTPP (a) and of CoTPP
deposited on TiO2 (b). The spectra were obtained at - 1 9 6 °C after
evacuation at 20 °C.

X>
S
J
<

400 600 v/nm

Figure 4. Electronic absorption spectra of CoTPP in benzene solu-
tion (a) and of CoTPP deposited on S1O2 (b) and T1O2 (c).

An XPES study of cobalt-phthalocyanine deposited on a
zeolite led to the conclusion that the carrier influences mainly the
nitrogen meso-atoms.69 Instead of the narrow N Is singlet,
characteristic of PcCo, a poorly resolved doublet was noted. The
Co 2/72/3 binding energy hardly changed after the fixation of PcCo
on the zeolite. Hence it was concluded that the nitrogen
meso-Btoms are nonequivalent owing to the protonation of the
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immobilised complexes.95-'I4 The acid centres of the carrier are
protonated:

PcCo + 2H+ = (PcCoH2)
2+-

In the fixation on oxides chemisorbed water molecules may play
the role of the proton-donating species.

Detailed study of the state of the oxygen in the molecular
adduct with PcCo immobilised on aluminium oxide115 showed
that AI2O3 activates specifically the PcCo molecule. The bond
between the complex and the surface is then formed via electron
transfer from the atomic orbital of the metal in the chelate unit to
an unoccupied atomic orbital of a surface aluminium atom.

On passing from the multilayer to the monolayer coverage of
the oxide carrier by the phthalocyanine, the catalytic activity of
the immobilised PcM increases.7* A further tenfold decrease in the
PcM concentration on the carrier results in a low catalytic activity.
It is noted that the molecules of different gases (CO, O2, H2) are
capable of dissolving in the PcM crystal lattice.66

One of the authors of the present review investigated the
kinetics of the hydrogenation of C5 and C20 acetylenic alcohols on
PcCo/SiO2 (0.2% of PcCo deposited from solution in sulfuric
acid) and PcNi/Al2O3 (0.2% of Ni deposited from solution in
benzene).75 On PCC0/S1O2, the dependence of the half-reaction
time (TO.S) for ethynyldimethylmethanol (a C5 acetylenic alcohol)
on q = Co/Cc, where Co is the initial alcohol concentration and Cc

the catalyst concentration, passes through a minimum. The power
exponent n is — 0.7 and 0.2 respectively for the left- and right-hand
branches of the T0.5 ~ q" relation. The half-reaction time is directly
proportional to the initial concentration of ethynyldimethyl-
methanol.

In order to specify more precisely the site where H2 is located
in the PcM molecule, sorption studies were performed.76 The
measurements were carried out in solution in hexane at 100 °C.
After the introduction of the adsorbent into the reaction volume
with vigorous stirring sorption of H2 was observed. The amount
of nickel-phthalocyanine corresponding to 1 g of PcNi/Al2O3 is
capable of absorbing 0.4 x 10"4 of a mole of H2 (Table 1). On
dividing this figure by the number of moles of nickel in the same
gramme of PcNi/Al2O3 (this is equal to 0.35 x 10~4 of a mole), we
obtain —1.18. Thus it is possible to postulate that the H2 molecule
binds preferentially to the central metal atom.

Table 1. The adsorption of hydrogen on AI2O3 and PCN1/AI2O3 at 100 °C.

Adsorbent

A12O3

PcNi/Al2O3 (0.2% Ni)

PcNi/Al2O3 (0.2% Ni)
in the presence of pyridine a

/MPa

0.1
0.1

10.1
0.1

Amount of absorbed
hydrogen, 104 K/mol g - 1

1.07
1.47
2.09
0.82

•The amount of pyridine introduced was 8 x 10~5 mol.

In order to test this hypothesis, the Ni atom in PcNi was
shielded with pyridine. The pyridine-treated PCM/AI2O3 sorbed
hydrogen less effectively than the carrier. It is known that the
pyridine introduced into the system forms an axial coordinate
bond with the metal atom in the chelate unit and behaves as an
electron donor in relation to the latter.92-93 The latter factor
suggests that, like the oxygen molecule,41 the hydrogen molecule
can behave as a ligand in relation to the central metal atom.

The interaction of the components of the reaction system with
the nitrogen atoms of the pyrrole rings may abolish the influence
of the nature of the central metal atom. For example, as a result of
the strong effect of the carrier on the metal, the latter may lose the
capacity to participate in the activation of hydrogen. Since PcNi/
AI2O3 sorbs more hydrogen at an elevated pressure than at

atmospheric pressure (Table 1), one may postulate the coordina-
tion of H2 also to the organic ligand. The retardation of the
hydrogenation of the C5 and C20 acetylenic alcohols at
Pn2 > 8.1 MPa was accounted for by this factor.

The IR spectra of the initial PcNi/Al2O3 (0.2% Ni) catalyst
contain absorption bands characteristic of the surface OH groups
of aluminium oxide.76 After treatment with hexane at 100 °C and
PH2 = 0.1 MPa, these bands disappeared as a result of the adsorp-
tion of hexane on the carrier.116 In the IR spectrum of the
hydrogen-treated specimen, absorption bands appeared at
1680 cm- 1 and those at 1090 and 1165 cm- 1 intensified
(Fig. 5). Using the principle of group frequencies as a guide, the
former absorption band was assigned to the vibrations of the
C = N bond and the last two bands were assigned to C - N
vibrations, although much caution must be exercised when this is
done in relation to a chelate ring. The facts presented indicate that
contact between the catalyst and the solvent under hydrogen
weakens the interaction of the phthalocyanine ligand with the
central metal atom. This may be associated with the transfer of
electron density from hydrogen to the metal atom.

1000 1100 1200 1600 1700 v/cm"

Figure 5. IR spectra of PcNi/AkCb: (a) initial specimen; (b) specimen
obtained after contact with H2 in hexane; (c) after successive treatment
with hydrogen on the C20 acetylenic alcohol; (d) after successive treatment
with hydrogen and the Cs acetylenic alcohol; (e) after treatment with
pyridine; (/") after treatment with the C20 ethylenic alcohol (7) or after
successive treatment with pyridine and the C20 acetylenic alcohol (2). Only
those parts of the spectra are illustrated where a difference was observed
between the specimens. The specimens for analysis were prepared as mulls
in liquid paraffin.

In order to test this hypothesis, PCN1/AI2O3 was treated with
pyridine which is an electron-donating extra-ligand in relation to
the metal atom, after which an absorption band appears in the IR
spectrum at 1665 cm" '. This band was also assigned to the C = N
bond vibrations, the intensity of which increases as a result of the
coordination. After successive treatment of PCN1/AI2O3 with
hydrogen and with a C20 acetylenic alcohol, a decrease in the
intensity of the 1680 cm"1 absorption band was observed,
whereas the replacement of the C20 by the C5 alcohol resulted in
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the complete disappearance of the absorption. This suggests that
acetylenic alcohols with a shorter chain are adsorbed more
effectively on phthalocyanine catalysts, i.e. the series based on
the adsorption capacity of alcohols, which they exhibit in relation
to modified palladium catalysts, is, as it were, reversed.117 In
addition, the acetylenic and ethylenic C20 alcohols coordinated to
the catalyst absorb at 1100 cm- 1 . The 1100 cm- 1 absorption
band is characteristic of the vibrations of the C - O bond in
tertiary alcohols.118 Such coordination of alcohols promotes the
occurrence of the dehydration reaction together with hydrogen-
ation.

In order to elucidate the centre for the interaction of the
acetylenic alcohol with PcNi, the heterogenised catalyst was
treated in succession with pyridine and the C20 acetylenic
alcohol. This resulted in the disappearance of the absorption at
1665 cm"1 . The nickel in the specimen treated in this way was
shielded by pyridine and the substrate could be coordinated only
to the organic ligand in the PcM, namely to the nitrogen meso-
atoms. After treatment with pyridine, the catalyst did not exhibit
an activity in the hydrogenation of the C20 acetylenic alcohol at
100 °C and ,PH 2 =0 .1 MPa. This can be explained by the impos-
sibility of activating hydrogen on such a catalyst.

No changes are observed after the adsorption of substrates in
the IR spectra of the PcCo/SiO2 catalyst prepared by the
adsorption on SiC>2 of cobalt-phthalocyanine from solution in
concentrated sulfuric acid. This is caused mainly by the low PcCo
concentration (0.2%) on the carrier surface. At this PcCo
concentration on the silica gel surface (specific surface
26 m2 g - 1 ) , the coverage should amount to ~ 15% of the mono-
layer coverage and should consist of isolated patches. We may
note that even for the 1.5-layer coverage, the molecular PcCo is
deposited nonuniformly on silica gel.105

The apparent activation energy for the hydrogenation of the
C20 acetylenic alcohol on PcCo/Si02 was approximately 2.3 times
smaller than for the hydrogenation of the Q acetylenic alcohol,
which has been attributed to the different adsorption capacities of
these alcohols.

Thus it has been established by kinetic, adsorption, and IR
spectroscopic methods that hydrogen and the acetylenic alcohol
are coordinated at different active centres of the immobilised
metal-phthalocyanine. The conversion of acetylenic alcohols on
phthalocyanine complexes of metals, attached to oxide carriers,
can be represented by the following scheme:

CH3 CH3
I ( « )H, I

R—CH2-C—CsCH ^=£= R—CH2-C—CH=CH2
I - H a I

OH
(A,)

(e) I - H 2 O

CH3

R—CH=C—C=CH

OH
(A,)

(6)H2|f -I

CH3

R—CH2-C—CH2-CH3.

OH

If it is supposed that hydrogen and the substrate are activated
on different active centres (Z and Z'), then reaction (a) should
include the following stages:

A, + Z' = ± : A,Z',

H2 + Z' =^= H2Z,

H2Z=^= 2H + Z,

(1)

(2)

(3)

where A, is the substrate and Ki,Km, and Kn are the equilibrium
constants of stages (1), (2), and (3) respectively. The surface
reaction must be reversible:

(4)

(5)' =^= A, + Z \

where fct and fc_4 are the forward and reverse rate constants for
stage (4) respectively, whilst Kj is the equilibrium constant of stage
(5). It is assumed that stages (1), (2), (3), and (5) are fast.

In addition account must be taken of the adsorption of the
solvent (hexane) on the carrier and on the PcM.

It is postulated that the substrate and the solvent are adsorbed
on the same active centres Z':

Solv + Z' =^=SolvZ',
k

(6)

where Solv is the solvent and k& and fc_6 are the forward and
reverse rate constants for stage (6).

If account is taken only of the adsorption of the solvent and
the occurrence of stage (5) in the reverse direction is neglected,
then the rate of the reaction under static conditions can be
described by the following kinetic equation:

where Co , CH , and Csotv are the concentrations of the acetylenic
alcohol, hydrogen, and the solvent respectively and ZQ is the total
number of active centres for the adsorption of the substrate or the
solvent.

If the catalyst concentration Cc is constant and the hydro-
genation takes place in concentrated solutions, account must be
taken only of the adsorption of the acetylenic alcohol. The rate of
reaction can then be represented in the form

The above investigation led to the development of a procedure
for the preparation of ethylenic alcohols having the general
formula

CH3

R—C—CH=CH2,

OH

CH(CH3)2(CH2)3CH(CH3)(CH2)3CH(CH3)(CH2)3-,
CH(CH3)2(CH2)3CH(CH3)(CH2)3-, or

R

by the hydrogenation of the corresponding acetylenic alcohols in
the presence of PcM on A12C>3 or SiO2 in an organic solvent.76 The
yield of the ethylenic alcohols reaches 99.2% -99.8%.

The following general features are characteristic of the
selective hydrogenation of acetylenic alcohols on PcM immobil-
ised on inorganic carriers: (a) the process takes place via an
intermediate heteroligand complex (solvent-substrate-hydro-
gen-catalyst-carrier)119 which has a 'multistory' structure;
(b) the nature and amount of the components of the complex
influence the catalytic activity of the PcM and the process
selectivity; (c) the reactants are activated on different active
centres ('metallic' and 'organic'). The catalytic system under
discussion should be regarded as homogeneous-heterogeneous,
which is confirmed by the nonlinear relations between the rates of
the reactions and the ratio of the concentrations of the compo-
nents of these reactions.
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By virtue of their unusual properties, metal-phthalocyanines
are promising catalysts of many processes.103 The immobilisation
of the PcM on carriers makes it possible to achieve the maximum
catalytic activity per unit mass of the active phase and to regulate
the mode of reaction of the substrate. The catalytic activity
exhibited by both the central metal atom and the atoms of the
organic ligand in the PcM confirms the hypothesis120 that
'organometallic' active centres are formed on deposited palla-
dium catalysts and that the substrate and hydrogen are activated
separately on centres of different nature.
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